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T.S. Eliot speaks about being in a familiar place and yet 
exploring it until we arrive at the same place and know it 
in new ways. We know the destination of Christmas, but 
what path will we take in our travels through Advent to 
the manger and Christmas Day? What if we take a path 
less traveled this season? Let’s search for the manger us-
ing God’s Way of hope, peace, joy and love as if they are 
points on a compass and we are seeking ways to live au-
thentic and faithful lives to a story that has transformed 
us and wants to do so again. What might we see in an 
otherwise routine and annual story? What unexpected 

turns will we take? What stops will we make 
along the way?
I’m looking forward to our journey together this 
December and what God will reveal to us along 
the way and on Christmas Day. I’m looking for-
ward to searching for God’s Way this Advent 
and the ways God will make us living examples 
of God’s presence in the world.

Traveling Mercies,

“We shall not cease from exploration
And the end of all our exploring

Will be to arrive where we started
And know the place for the first time.”

~T.S. Eliot

From the Staff at FPC



Blue Christmas 
A Service for the Longest Night
December 21, 7pm
Blue? Yes, blue as in the blues. Not everyone is up 
and cheery for the Christmas holidays. Dealing with 
the death of a loved one, facing life after divorce or 
separation, coping with the loss of a job, living with 
cancer or some other disease that puts a question 
mark over the future, being unable to have a child, 
or being estranged from family - a number of hu-
man situations make parties and joviality painful 
for many people both in our congregation and in 
the community. 
This year we will be offering a service of reflec-
tion and worship on “the longest night”, December 
21st. It will be a safe space to recognize that the 
holidays can bring their fair share of tears, but yet 
recognize the healing and hope we can experience 

December 2
Luke 21:25-36

Draw Near to Wonder
Luke’s audience was suffering from oppression and 
looking for hope in their world. While we might not 
suffer in the same way, we too can look for signs of 
hope- different kinds of signs - by approaching the 
world with wonder. It is through that wonder that 
we can open ourselves to draw nearer to God.

December 9 
Children’s Christmas Pageant - the Christmas Story

Draw Near to Truth
John calls from the wilderness, “Prepare the way of 
the Lord.” This Sunday we hear of God’s love from 
wilderness wanderers and squirming children, and 
discover the truth that we all have a place in the 
stable.

December 16
Luke 3:7-18 & Cantata
Draw Near to Justice

This week we will be celebrating God’s eternal 
message made known through voices and cultures 
spread world wide. The message of love and peace 
unites us, even as the critique of John the Baptist re-
minds us of the need to treat others as brothers and 
sisters, with justice and with compassion. 

December 23
Luke 1:39-45

Draw Near to One Another
With the story of Mary’s visit to Elizabeth, we see 
the support that Elizabeth gave Mary and the hope 
that Mary gave Elizabeth, and the mutual love that 
we are all called to...and all need. Truly God comes 
near as we draw near to one another.

December 24th 
Candlelight Services of Lessons & Carols

Draw Near to Love

Music Schedule
December 2 - First Presbyterian Madrigal   
    Singers

December 9 - Children’s Christmas Pageant

December 14 - Advent Candlelight Vespers 

December 16 - Christmas Cantata - The 
Song Heard Round the World - Joseph M.   
   Martin

December 24 - 5:00 Service
       10:30 Organ Recital



Join us on Sunday afternoon, December 
2nd, 4:00- 6:30 for our annual Advent Fes-
tival & Hanging of the Greens. Set the tone 
for a season filled with celebration and joy 
as we decorate the church for Christmas-
tide. In keeping with our Christmas Around 
the World theme, we will have some activi-
ties sharing Christmas traditions from other 
countries - including the opportunity to cre-
ate your own growing Nativity. We’ll finish 
off the evening with a story time, carol sing-
ing and a meal together.

Advent Candlelight Vespers
Friday, December 14, 5:30pm

Washington High School Madrigal Singers
Advent Vespers are held in the candlelit sanctuary 
which opens at 5:00pm for quiet meditation. The 
choir begins singing at 5:30.

Celebrate!
Annual Appeal Update
A big thank you to all who have enthusiastically 
responded to our 2018 Stewardship campaign, 
with pledges of time and resources. We had a 
wonderful Sunday Celebration on the 18th and 
our annual appeal is moving forward with pledges 
being received every day. 
As of November 25, 89 pledges of $271,389 
have been received. This reflects 52 “giving units” 
(families or individuals) who have increased their 
annual giving by a total of $10,565. New partici-
pants have added an additional $3760.
If you haven’t already joined this great group, 
please do. During December we need to hear 
from every member in order to meet our goal of 
$510,000 and enable the essential programs of 
this tremendous church. Pledge cards and enve-
lopes are located in the narthex just outside of the 
sanctuary. You may fill out a card, mail it in or drop 
it in the pledge box also located in the narthex. If 
you have any questions, a quick call to Joan Riley 
at the church office will give you answers.
It is wonderful to be a part of the body of Christ, 
growing in giving, showing gratitude for God’s 
continuing gifts to us and our ministry as we re-
main DOWNTOWN FOR GOOD.

Christmas Joy Offering
Each year during the Advent and Christmas season, 
we turn our eyes to Bethlehem and celebrate the won-
drous gift of Jesus Christ, our Savior. By giving to the 
Christmas Joy Offering, you honor this gift by provid-
ing assistance to current and retired church workers in 
their time of need and developing our future leaders 
at Presbyterian-related schools and colleges equipping 
communities of color.  This offering will be received at 
FPC on December 23rd & 30th during worship. Thanks 
for your support.  Look for a letter and special envelope 
in your mail from the Mission Committee.
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Christmas Poinsettias

On Christmas Eve, the Sanctuary will be adorned with poinsettias. Now is the time to get your order 
in. These may be ordered In Memory of or In Honor of loved ones.  Your order should be turned in 
to the office by Monday, December 10, 2017. The cost is $10. Checks should be made out to First 
Presbyterian Church.

 I wish to provide a poinsettia for December 24 and have attached $10 in payment.

  _____ Please deliver the poinsettia to a shut-in after the 11:00 p.m. service

  _____ I plan to pick up the poinsettia after the 11:00 p.m. service

Donor’s name (please print) ______________________________________________________________

Poinsettia given in memory of ________________________________________________________

Poinsettia given in honor of __________________________________________________________

Our children have been learning carols these past 
few weeks getting ready for this year’s Children’s 
Christmas Pageant!  This year’s pageant will take 
place during worship on Sunday, December 9th.  
We hope you will join our cast of wise men, shep-
herds, angels and little animals as we celebrate the 
Christmas season with this special presentation dur-
ing worship.

Music Notes
The Song Heard ‘Round the World is a cantata that 
expresses the paradox of diversity and unity. It dis-
plays the many varieties of song and worship found 
throughout the cultures of the world, while celebrat-
ing the unity we have in the gospel of Christ. Every 
culture has its own Christmas legacy of song. Wher-
ever there is Christian worship, the eternal story of 
the holy family is decorated with a lavish diversity of 
tuneful praise. From intimate lullabies to angelic ac-
clamations, the music of Christmas covers the earth 
with its message of love and peace.

The Service of Nine Lessons and Carols, taken from 
the traditional service identified most often with 
Kings College Cambridge, is the framework for the 
11 p.m. Christmas Eve service. Carols are sung by 
the choir - any interested singers are welcome to 
join! Rehearsals are Wednesdays, December 12 at 
19 at 7 p.m. in the sanctuary.

On December 2, a small group from within the 
Chancel Choir will present arrangement of several 
traditional carols, including Ding Dong Merrily on 
High, Coventry Carol, and In the Bleak Midwinter.
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We’re jumping into December by hosting the HELP 
Portrait event on Saturday, December 1st. This or-
ganization provides no-cost portrait photography 
for individuals and families in need this Christmas 
Season. 1st Pres spaces will be converted into 14 
photography studios as more than 275 families will 
have their holiday pictures taken. This great event 
grows every year as we give back our community.

We still need your hosting help. Our church provides 
a lunch for the 150 community volunteers that make 
this event possible. Check out our SignUp Genius 
at tinyurl.com/HelpPortraitsFood to donate to the 
lunch.

Draw Near To God This Advent
During the weeks leading up to Christmas, we are 
offering a variety of ways to Draw Near to God 
through worship, service and fellowship. Two of 
those offerings help assist us in developing a daily 
practice of devotion and giving.

Devotional Booklets
We have a number of copies of a daily devotional 
booklet curated by A Sanctified Art. These offer 
poems, meditations, prayers, artwork, and places 
for journaling and reflection to help one develop a 
thoughtful pathway through a busy month.

Reverse Advent
This has now become a FPC tradition and a way 
to balance the season’s focus on getting and giving. 
Instead of opening the little window on your Advent 
calendar and getting a treat - this year you will get the 
same warm memories by giving a little something. 
We are connecting this year with a number of local 
agencies to craft a list of items that are NEEDED by 
those less fortunate in our community. On December 
2nd, pick up your list and begin gathering a little 
each day. You can return your box on Christmas Eve 
as part of our offering so that we can distribute the 
items to the appropriate agencies.

The Wandering Wisemen are 
back!
Who are the Wandering Wisemen?  They are a little 
flock of Playmobile Magi and, along with the help of 
their trusty sidekick/camel Franklin, these wisemen 
will spend all of Advent traveling throughout our 
church on their way to meet the baby Jesus.  If you’d 
like to follow the Wandering Wisemen each day of 
Advent, you can find their adventures on our church 
website, facebook page and instagram  In addition, 
we will have some special treats for those who find 
the location of the wisemen each Sunday morning.  
We hope you will join Franklin and his wise friends, 
Melchior, Bathazar and Caspar as they follow the 
star to the manger.

Star Tree
Thank you to all who participated in the event this 
year! We have gathered many gifts to support those 
in need, grand total is 92! That means we supported 
92 families this year including those with St. Paul’s, 
Young Parents Network and Foundation 2. 

Your gifts are greatly appreciated for those children 
who may not have receieved any others this year. If 
you have not dropped off your gifts yet please do so 
immediately because they will be delivered soon!
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Session Notes
November 20, 2018

Christian Education (Diana Richardson):  Submitted 
minutes and noted the board is conducting a Safety 
Policy review.

Administration & Personnel  (Jim Powers):  Com-
mittee has interviewed four candidates to date for 
Director(s) of Christian Education and Youth Min-
istries. Will continue to meet and evaluate after 
Thanksgiving.

Stewardship (Heather Hayes):  Expressed thanks to 
David McInally for Celebration Sunday sermon, Bell 
Choir, Fellowship Committee for dinner, Elders who 
helped with phone bank and all who participated in 
the “gathering of gifts” during worship.

Finance (Bob Schley):  With all committee requests 
and pledges in hand, hope to have a 2019 budget 
for approval at the December Session meeting. 

Endowment (Heather Hayes): Committee met and 
discussed ways to help endowment funds work 
harder. Considering educational pieces to increase 
congregational awareness.

Fellowship (Priscilla Polehna): Served dinner for 120 
people on Celebration Sunday. November Creative 
Hands attended by 20. Planning dinner for Hanging 
of the Greens.

Media (Mike Miller):  Latest website statistical chart 
available. Expenses under budget to date.

Membership (Heather Hayes):  Will submit recom-
mendations to Session at December meeting for re-
moval of inactive members from roll. Have found 
numerous difficulties in setting up the church data-
base. 

Mission (Martha Wilding): FPC raised just under 
$1,000 for CROP Walk this year. Planning Joy Of-
fering and Reverse Advent Boxes. Discussed ways to 
increase SEMP volunteer participation. Volunteers 
are being sought for Help Portraits on December 1.

Property & Building Task Force (Tom Lackner): An-
ticipating mid-February construction finish. 
Will have a congregational walk-through of 
progress to-date on December 2. 

Deacons (Heather Hayes): Elders will be taking “Ex-
tended Table” Communion to home-bound mem-
bers in December. Approved serving non-members 
if requested.

Pastor’s Report (Heather Hayes): Reported on Fall 
Festival, meeting with members with specific needs, 
and Youth Sleep-out for the homeless. Youth made 
blankets for Ronald McDonald House.

The meeting was adjourned with reading and medi-
tation on Prayer Requests from Celebration Sunday’s 
Gathering of Gifts.

Respectfully submitted,
Betsy Caszatt
Clerk of Session

Rev. Heather Hayes
Moderator

A Meeting of the Congregation will be held  in 
the sanctuary immediately following the morn-

ing worship on  December 16th at 11:15 a.m. The 
meeting is for the purpose of receiving the slate 
of Elders, Deacons, Board of Christian Education 
and Endowment Committee of First Presbyterian 
Church, followed by a vote to accept the same. 
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We are living in a time where division is encouraged, 
yet in a country of immigrants, we have all been 
“the other.” How do we learn to love our neighbor  
as ourselves?

12/2 Ruth White
Academy for Scholastic & Personal Success Direc-

tor
Minorities Still Struggle

12/9 Stacey Walker
Linn County Supervisor& Criminal Justice Reform 

Leader
Our Black Community

12/16 Angela Ziskowski
Athens & Rome

Our new series Saving Jesus begins January 6th. 

Alternative Gift Market
20th Annual Event
Saturday, December 2
9 am – 2 pm
Unity Center of Cedar Rapids: 3791 Blairs Ferry Rd 
NE, Cedar Rapids.
This free, kid-friendly event is a great chance to give 
a unique gift!
An Alternative Gift is a humanitarian gift given in 
honor of a friend or loved one. Cards are provided, 
as well as a description of the donation to the orga-
nization selected, to let someone know a cause has 
been helped in their honor.
SERRV (Sales Exchange for Refugee Rehabilitation 
and Vocation) and AWE (African Woman Empow-
ered) will also be selling fair trade and hand-made 
items.
Lunch and Bake Sale
Lunch will be available from 11:30AM – 1PM. Pro-
ceeds from a bake sale that day will help fund the 
event for next year.

Orchestra Iowa 
Holiday Spectacular
Dec 15 at 2:30pm  & 7:30pm  and Dec 16 at 2:30pm
Neal Marple will be playing Mighty Wurlitzer at the 
Paramount Theatre. Some choir members of First 
Pres will be singing in Chorale Midwest as well, 
show up and show your support!

December 7
11:45-1:00 

First Lutheran Church
Dr. Jennifer Harvey, writer, speaker, and professor 
of religion and ethics at Drake University will be the 
guest speaker. 
Cost is $10 and includes a FREE lunch!
Reservations are due by December 4th by calling 
515-279-8715.
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The Great Christmas Cookie Bake
Last call for this year’s youth Christmas cookie bake!  
If you’d like to place an order for Christmas cookies, 
we will be taking orders through December 3rd.  

We have 4 cookie options, spritz, sugar, gingerbread, 
pecan snowballs, as well as fudge and cranberry 
bread. This year we also have the option of ordering 
a mixed plate of 2 dozen cookies, and we will have 
some limited edition sugar cookies with decorative 
frostings. Everything is available for pickup in the 
gathering space on Sunday Dec 9th. All proceeds 
will support the youth summer mission trips. Please 
make sure you place your order, we cannot guaran-
tee we will have extras. Thank you for supporting 
our youth!

A Big Thank You goes out to our Sunday School Teachers! 
We appreciate you stepping up and taking on the responsibilty 

of teaching these amazing young kids!
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Fellowship Hosts
Dec 2

Phil & DeEtta Andersen
Sarah & Kris Keuseman

Dec 9
Darlene Elbert

Ami & Chad Proctor

Dec 16
Alec & Marissa Flemming

Cindy & John Monroe

Dec 23
John & Jessica Witt

Barbara Kean

Dec 30
Harold & Marty Brown

Sherry Purdie

12/01/2001        Greg & Mary
                         SEYFER

12/03/1960           Cornelia & Don 
       ROSS

12/05/1987           Darrell & Tricia
          WRIDER/BOWEN

12/05/1998          Bob & Ann
         SCHLEY

12/10/1977      Brent & Julie                       
  HAGERMAN 

12/20/1950       Harold & Lilian
                       MOESSNER

12/24/1999       Ralph & Debra
                         BRENNEMAN

12/27/2002       Ryan & Katie
                   BURESH

12/27/2008    Charles & Sarah
                      OLDENKAMP

12/28/1988     Bob & Sharon
                   NAUJOKS/REILLY
12/28/2002       Kyle & Kristen

                      WILCOX
12/29/1971      Dennis & Karla

                   GOETTEL
12/29/1954    Judith & Stephen

                      O’DONNELL
12/29/2016      Karen & Charles

                   STEWART
12/27/2008      Julie & Don                      

VA N O U S
12/30/1991       Bill & Jill 
    RYDER
12/31/2013 Elizabeth & Matthew 
   MITCHELL
12/31/1977      Judith & Thomas
    PEEK

BIRTHDAYS Anniversaries

Food Group will meet at Taste 
of India  (1060 Old Marion Road, 
Cedar Rapids) on December 06, 
2018 at 6:00 PM. reserve your 
spot by contacting Carolyn or Da-
vid Horton at horton6902@msn.
com or 319-396-5369 no 
later than Monday De-
cember 3, 2018.

Evening Book Group meets 
on Monday, December 3, 6:30 
p.m in the home of Leslie Kesser, 
1650 Koehler Dr NW, Unit 256, 
363-7539.
This will be the group’s only meet-
ing during the holiday months of 
November and December.  The 
book for discussion is Mountains 
beyond Mountains by Tracy Kid-
der.  This is the author’s account 
of how one person, Dr. Paul 
Farmer, can make a difference in 
solving global health problems 
by understanding
the interaction of politics, wealth, 
social systems, and disease.  All 
First Pres women and men are in-
vited to join in the discussion.

12/01 Richard Freeman
12/01 Pam Reynolds
12/02 Steven Greenlee
12/02 Katie Meyer
12/03 Claire McKinstry
12/04 Laura Scoles
12/05 Darlene Elbert
12/05 Julie Vanous
12/06 Amelia Denning
12/06 Mia Frese
12/06 Ron Olson
12/06 Susanna Olson
12/07 Isaac Behrens
12/07 Fred Kiser
12/07 Susan Swain
12/10 John Witt
12/11 Harper Wesbrook
12/14 John Elliot
12/14 David Knutson
12/14 Jake Wilding
12/15 James Davies
12/15 Mary Seyfer
12/16 Mark McKinstry
12/16 Todd Shields
12/17 Lloyd Baird
12/17 Aiden Evans
12/19 Nancy Shirk
12/20 Devin Rammelsberg
12/20 Gregg Smith
12/21 Koffi Apely
12/21 Charles Stewart
12/23 Mary Ann Barry
12/23 Andrea Pessi-Bauer
12/24 Holly Flynn
12/24 Pat Sealy
12/25 Jette Bounds
12/25 Holly Rasmussen
12/26 DeEtta Andersen
12/27 Charles Davis
12/27 Catherine Mawusi
12/29 Glori Walko
12/29 Jaime Weldon
12/30 Kathryn Gregory-Fiala
12/31 William Kettelkamp
12/31 Kathleen Swain 
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December Calendar
Saturday Dec 1
9:00 am Help Portrait

Sunday Dec 2
9:00 Children & Youth Sunday 
School 
9:00 Insight Adult Education
10:15 Worship
11:15 Fellowship
2:30 SEMP Prep
3:30 SEMP Servers
4:30 SEMP
4:00 Hanging of the Greens

Tuesday Dec 4
6:00 pm Mission Committee
7:00pm Christian Ed Board

Wednesday Dec 5
5:00 pm Stewardship Meeting
6:00 Bell Choir
6:00 pm Middle School Youth 
7:00 pm Chancel Choir
7:00 pm Senior High Group

Thursday Dec 6
6:00 Food Group

Friday Dec 7
9:00 KIVA
11:45 Intersections ** Located at  
First Lutheran**

Sunday Dec 9
9:00 Children & Youth Sunday 
School 
9:00 Insight Adult Education
9:00 Fill the Cart for Food Bank
10:15 Worship
11:15 Fellowship
2:30 SEMP Prep
3:30 SEMP Servers
4:30 SEMP

Monday Dec 10
6:00 Deacons at Pastor Heather’s

Tuesday Dec 11
6:30 Finance Committee

Wednesday Dec 12
1:00 Bible Study at Methwick
6:00 Bell Choir
6:00 Middle School Youth Group
7:00 Chancel Choir
7:00 Senior High Group

Friday Dec 14
9:00 KIVA
5:00 Advent Vespers

Sunday Dec 16
9:00 Children & Youth Sunday 
School 
9:00 Insight Adult Education
10:15 Worship
11:15 Fellowship
2:30 SEMP Prep
3:30 SEMP Servers
4:30 SEMP

Tuesday Dec 18
6:00 Session at Pastor Heather’s

Wednesday Dec 19
6:00 Bell Choir
6:00 Middle School Youth Group
7:00 Chancel Choir
7:00 Senior High Group

Friday Dec 21
9:00 KIVA
7:00 Blue Christmas Service

Sunday Dec 23
10:15 Worship
11:15 Fellowship
2:30 SEMP Prep
3:30 SEMP Servers
4:30 SEMP
Monday Dec 24
5:00 pm Child Friendly Candle-
light Service
10:30 pm Organ Recital
11:00 Candlelight Christmas Ser-
vice

Tuesday Dec 25

Wednesday Dec 26
Office is Closed

Friday Dec 27
9:00 KIVA

Sunday Dec 30
10:15 Worship
11:15 Fellowship
2:30 SEMP Prep
3:30 SEMP Servers
4:30 SEMP

Monday Dec 31
Happy New Year!

Office will be closed Jan 1st
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