
We come to the close of September and everything is 
in full swing again while we fall back into the regular 
rhythms of life. Sunday School programs are up and 
running, the youth groups are meeting each week. 
We’ve kicked off new Adult education programming 
for the fall and welcomed the choir back into wor-
ship. Some of our church traditions, such as walking 
in the CROP walk and enjoying fellowship at the Fall 
Festival are right around the corner.

Fall also means that we will soon be entering into 
our annual stewardship campaign. While you may 
be thinking that this is merely a time to fill out an-
other pledge card, the Stewardship Committee and 
I see this as an annual opportunity to engage in 
two important activities. The first is to celebrate our 
existence. First Presbyterian has a lot to celebrate 
over the course of this past year. We’ve moved suc-
cessfully forward with some important repairs and 
remodeling of an aging infrastructure which will 
allow us to continue to serve the downtown area. 
We’ve welcomed a number of new members, and 
our worship is often filled with the sounds of recently 
baptized little ones. We witnessed to our presence 
with summer worship services in Greene Square and 
faces of welcome and invitation at the Farmer’s Mar-
ket. We helped hundreds of individuals and families 
receive a portrait at the holidays; we’re celebrating 
30 years of Sunday Evening Meals this November; 
we open spaces to other helping agencies; and as 
this arrives in your hands, we will be dedicating a 
Habitat for Humanity house. There is much to cel-
ebrate indeed, and so we would like to invite you to 
participate in Celebration Sunday on November 18th 
- a special worship service followed by a sit-down 
dinner for the entire congregation. More information 

and invitations will be coming throughout this 
month. 

The second gift offered by a time of focus on 
stewardship is the invitation to consider what 
matters most. How do I spend my time? How 
do I spend my money? No matter what we de-
clare our priorities in life, the answer to these 
questions will offer a candid picture of what 
matters most to us. These thoughts also inform 
our decisions about our church’s budget and 
how we live into the vision of the people God 
is calling us to be in this moment.

I hope you can join us both in celebration and 
discernment this fall! 

Grace & peace,

October 2018



Habitat For Humanity Community Build 2018



Organ Rededication 

O C T O B E R  1 4 ,  2 0 1 8  -  1 0 : 0 0 A M

Join us in October for a morning worship 
filled with special organ music, a time of 

recognition of contributions made through the 
years, and a dedication of the instrument to 
God's work through our worship for years to 

come.

CRISIS & COVENANT
In the beginning of October we will conclude our se-
ries on the early crises that helped shape God’s peo-
ple and their understanding of their relationship with 
God.
October 7 Exodus 19:3-7, 20:1-7
World   Set Apart - Bound Together
Communion 
As we join with brothers and sisters around the globe 
at the Lord’s table, we’ll be celebrating the practices 
and the joy that bind us together even amidst our di-
versity.  

October 14 Joshua 24:1-15 (16-26)
  Serving
Joshua stands at the edge of the promised land ready 
to lead the Hebrew people out of the wilderness and 
into a more settled existence. First, however, he warns 
the people that they will be tempted to set aside the 
path of God for a life of ease and that they will have 
to choose this day whom they will serve.

KINGDOM & CONTROVERSY
Now settled in the promised land and building a 
kingdom of their own, the people of God face a 
whole new set of challenges to what it means to 
be faithful to God.
October 21 2 Samuel 11:1-5, 26-27; 12:1-9
  A Foundation of Repentance
King David would become almost mythic in the 
imagination of his people. A strong leader, fierce 
and faithful, this particular story from his life re-
minds us of his fallibility and our own, and how 
easy it can be to exert our influence to our own 
gain and to the detriment of others.

October 28 1 Kings 3:4-9, 16-28
  Seeking Wisdom
What happens when there seems to be no good 
solution to a problem? How do you judge between 
competing interests and seemingly irreconcilable 
resolutions? King Solomon is presented with just 
such a case and must seek wisdom to find a path 
forward.
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FALL
FESTIVAL

Join in the fall festival fun with friends and family!
Food includes: chili soups, hot dogs, veggies/side
dishes & deserts at a new location! The barn in not

heated so make sure to dress warm!



5

Faith Milestones
Bible Sunday Presentation

October 21st - 9:00 am & Wor-
ship

Bible stories are a cornerstone of Christian Educa-
tion, and this Faith Milestone celebrates their im-
portance with a class for parents and their 3&4 year 
olds. The class will be based on the Spark children’s 
picture bible and highlights several classic bible sto-
ries and their lessons. The Sunday of the class, chil-
dren who have not already received Bibles and their 
parents are invited forward during the worship ser-
vice to receive their first Bible, and be recognized 
for this Milestone.

Sunday School Updates
Lions and Tigers and Bears, Oh My!

Daniel and Friends in Babylon

Well, maybe just the lions. 
We begin October with Daniel and his friends, 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, in exile in Baby-
lon. Children learn that Daniel and his friends were 
captive in a foreign land and lived with daily pres-
sures to conform to the king’s way and not God’s 
way.  Children learn how Daniel and his friends said 
NO to each pressure situation and remained faithful 
to God.  Our workshops this session will include 
Movie, Science & Drama. As they learn that Daniel 
made a difference in the lives of many for standing 
up for his beliefs, children are invited to realize that 
they too can make a difference in the lives of those 
around them.

Echo the Story
Youth Sunday School
This year our youth Sunday School lessons will be 
following along the scripture story from Genesis 
to Revelation - much like we are in worship. Each 
week includes a brief video, a retelling (not reading) 
of scripture, and discussion questions which seek 
to make connections between the story of scripture 
and the stories unfolding in students’ day to day 
lives. In October, we will travel through the early 
stories of Noah, Abraham, Jacob & Esau, and Jo-
seph. Marty Brown and Kris Keuseman are heading 
up this teaching team. We’re looking for one or two 
people to join them.

For the Littles
Nursery Plus on Sunday Morning

Did you know that the 9:00 hour is a special one 
in our nursery and preschool rooms? Though the 
rooms may be filled with fun toys and bright ma-
nipulatives, even our youngest members are intro-
duced to the stories of scriptures. Barb and Danielle 
have a short story time and a little activity with the 
birth to preschool crowd. The preschoolers begin in 
the chapel at 9:00 for singing with the older kids 
and then are dismissed to the preschool room with 
Mackenzie and Allie for the day’s lesson using the 
Sparkhouse Whirl curriculum. 

Children and Song
We’re trying something new this year at First Presby-
terian. Our music director, Fred Kiser, is organizing 
a number of the talented musicians within our con-
gregation to help lead our children’s music program.
Each Sunday preschool-5th grade will begin in the 
Chapel for the first 15 minutes. The second Sunday 
of each month the children will share what they have 
been working on in worship. Fred is kicking things 
off and our kids’ first musical presentation will be 
Sunday, October 14th. Other dates are November 
11 and the Children’s Pageant December 9th. Ask 
your child to teach you the songs!
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Session notes
September 18, 2018
Worship & Music (Marty Brown): 
Planned Communion servers for October. Plans are 
in place for a dedication of the refurbished organ on 
October 14. 

Christian Education (Diana Richardson, Heather 
Hayes)
CE Board has been meeting to discuss personel and 
schedule due to the resignation of the Director of 
Children & Family Ministries. There is a great need 
for Middle and High-School teachers. First Pres con-
tinues to be committed to children and youth. Con-
firmation class for 2018-19 will be postponed until 
next year.
Job descriptions have been prepared for Director of 
Children & Family Ministires. 

Administration & Personel (Jim Powers)
Committee business covered in the Executive Ses-
sion.

Stewardship (Lynda Barrow)
17 people participated in Downtown for Good 
Scavenger hunt. Planning for lead-up to Celebration 
Sunday.

Finance (Bob Schley)
Noted that we are still “slightly in the black” and a 
preliminary 2019 budget prepared as a target for the 
Stewardship Campaign. 

Endowment (Charlie Rohde)
Signature cards have been signed and committee 
will be meeting in November to review progress. 

Fellowship (Priscilla Polehna, Sue Goettel)
About 35 members attended Brucemorchestra. Cre-
ative Hands is scheduled for Saturday, November 3 
with a Christmas Craft Porject. Working on congre-
gational dinner for Celebration Sunday. 

Media (Mike Miller, Rod Caszatt)
Work continues on upgrading the website, making 
it easier for the office to update and more easily 

navigate for users. 
Membership (Kris Keuseman
Planning monthly (3rd Sunday) tours of the building 
after worship. Discussed quarterly “Presbyterianism 
101” classes and new member classes. Current da-
tabase for church records will be phased out and 
cloud-based version will be used once Session ap-
proves and we have a refreshed roster. 

Mission (Martha Wilding) Planning for CROP Walk, 
Oct 14 with friendly college rivalry competition. 
Habitat Build day was a success ; dedication of home 
Oct 1st. Discussed getting volunteers for SEMP and 
encouraging new members to participate.

Property & Building Task Force (Tom Lackner)
Air conditioning sytem in Sancturary and rooms 
below is in critical condition. It will continue to 
malfuntion and is in need of a costly replacement. 
Building project is on time and on-budget.

Deacons (Heather Hayes)
Deacons and Heather are continuing visits and at-
tention to hospitalized and homebound members. 
Deacons’ retreat is scheduled for October 9th. 

Pastors Report (Heather Hayes) Has begun a quar-
terly online continuing education “Convergence 
Leadership Project” on changing church perspec-
tives and engaging with communities. 

The meeting was adjourned with prayer by Pastor 
hayes at 8:55 pm

Respectully submitted, 

Betsy Caszatt

Clerk of Session  
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Per Capita: Presby 101
What Is Per Capita?

Presbyterians are connected in many ways, includ-
ing our church government. We believe we discern 
best what God is calling us to do when we gather 
as groups. Some of those groups meet at the local 
church level, while others work to connect churches 
in regions (presbyteries and synods) and across the 
country. Much like the system of roads which con-
nect our physical communities, these ecclesial con-
nections are supported by the work of committees, 
the development of resources, and the structures of 
governance.
The monies received for per capita fund that work 
and are a way in which all of the nearly 10,000 con-
gregations of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) con-
nect, participate and share in the work of the wider 
church.
At First Presbyterian, we are committed to our con-
nections with the denomination and other con-
gregations. Each year a per capita amount of ap-
proximately $32 per member is sent to the national 
offices to be used in the work of the greater church. 
You can always help us in that effort by including 
your per capita alongside your yearly pledge. 

Love & Life
CSPS Hall

Saturday October 27th  
8:00 pm

(319) 364-1580

The Englert Theatre
Sunday October 28th  

3:00 pm
(319) 688-2653

Creative Hands
Join us for the next Creative Hands session on Sat-
urday morning, November 3rd from 9:00-11:00.  
We will have Christmas Creation Stations set up to 
make several wonderful Christmas crafts.  Samples 
of the crafts will be available to view in the gather-
ing space beginning Sunday, October 7th.  We will 
be doing some iris paper folding, alcohol ink porce-
lain ornaments, fancy gift tags and glitter glass.  Join 
us for some festive fun!  This activity is open to all 
adults and middle/high school youth.  Please sign 
up in the gathering space beginning October 7th.  
You can also email Priscilla Polehna at Baxter10@
aol.com or call 395-7641 to register.  There will be 
a materials fee of $5. 

HELP People Smile 
at First Presbyterian

Each December, our congregation supports the Linn 
Area Photo Club with their HELP Portrait project. 
Our church spaces become photo studios for area 
photographers, and people from all over our com-
munity who might not be able to afford professional 
portraiture come and have holiday photographs tak-
en of themselves and their loved ones at no charge. 
This December will be the 5th annual event and the 
3rd year at our church. Over 2700 portraits have 
distributed in the Greater Cedar Rapids area.
First Presbyterian provides lunch for volunteers and 
a snack table for those coming to have their por-
traits done. We also have a couple of people act-
ing as hosts throughout the day that facilitate any 
questions and provide a welcoming FPC face. In 
November, the Mission Committee will be organiz-
ing food donations and volunteers, but mark your 
calendar now for December 1st - you won’t want to 
miss this fabulous event. Also, go check out  www.
gcrahelpportrait.com to see a video about the event 
featuring our church.

Evening Book Group
The Evening Book Group will meet on Monday, Oc-
tober 15, 6:30 p.m, in the home of Nan Riley, 5300 
Lakeside Rd, Marion, 389-4495.  The book
for discussion is Under A Flaming Sky by Daniel 
James Brown.  This is the story of the great Hinckley, 
Minnesota firestorm of 1894, a catastrophic 
event that led to a revolution in forestry manage-
ment practices and agencies that monitor and fight 
wildfires today.  All First Pres men and women are
invited to join in the discussion.  Our selection for 
the following meeting is Mountains Beyond Moun-
tains by Tracy Kidder.
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Ray Mentzer will finish off our Christianity 
Evolves series. Ray is the UI Religious Stud-
ies Chair and Professor and will be speak-
ing on The Reformation. The teachngs will 
include:
 (10/07)  Causes  
 (10/14 ) The Happening on 10/14
 (10/21)  The Aftermath on 10/21
Stay tuned for our next series : Diversity start-
ing on 10/21 featuring Herb Isenberg speak-
ing on the Old Testament Times & Jesus Time.

Are you dividing your perennials? 
First Pres is planning a butterfly garden at the NW cor-
ner of the parking lot and could use any of the plants 
listed below. If you are dividing and could put your 
overabundance in whatever pot you have available, 
that would be great. Just bring potted plants to the 
church and leave them outside along the wall on the 
3rd Avenue side of the church. Near either end would 
be good. 
There will be an FPC planting party before the snow 
flies to get them in the ground for their return in the 
spring. 
Thank you,
 FPC Landscaping Ministry Team
• Cream Wild Indigo / Baptisia bracteata
• Wild Geranium / Geranium maculatum
• Smooth Penstemon / Penstemon digitalis
• Pale Purple Coneflower / Echinaeea pallid
• Purple Prairie clover / dalea purpurea
• Swamp milkweed / asclepias incarnate
• Wild bergamot / monarda fistulosa
• Missouri ironweed / veronica missurica
• Yellow giant hyssop / agastache nepetoides
• Gray goldenrod / solidago nemoralis
• Showy goldenrod / solidago speciosa
• Prairie willow / salix humilis
• Button push / cephalanthus occidentalis
• Lead plant / amorpha canescens
• Parsley / petroselinum crispum
• Lavender / lavendula 

NomiNatiNg Committee
NOW RECEIVING 

SUGGESTIONS FOR 2019!
During October the Nominating Committee of First 
Presbyterian is in the process of putting together a 
slate of people to serve as Elders, Deacons, members 
of the Christian Education Board, and in other roles 
beginning in 2019. If you have suggestions of mem-
bers who are interested in serving or if you would 
like to be considered, please contact the chair of the 
nominating committee; Marty Brown. 
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Walk the Walk 
October 14 @1:30 pm

Sunday, October 14th our church will join faith 
communities in the Cedar Rapids area to raise 
funds for the Linn Community Food Bank, Greene 
Square Meals, the Churches of Marion Pantry and 
the work of Church World Service. Last year, our 
church contributed $2251 to the over $21,000 
raised. This year our goal is to hit $2300
The mission committee is looking to have a lit-
tle fun this year with an intrastate rivalry. We are 
forming teams that represent our various colleges 
and universities - Iowa, ISU, UNI, Coe, Mt. Mercy. 
Teams then will “compete” to see who can raise 
the most funds before the walk and enjoy brag-
ging rights for the next year.
Help combat hunger here and worldwide. Join the 
team and raise pledges for the walk - or support a 
walker with your donation. Contact Martha Wild-
ing or Pastor Heather for more details.

Food Group
The Food Group will meet at Emil’s Hideaway
(222 Glenbrook Drive SE) on October 25, 2018
6:00 pm. All are welcome to enjoy some good 
food and the pleasant fellowship! Reserve a place 
at the table by contacting Carolyn or David Hor-
ton at horton6902@msn.com or 319-396-5369.
Reservations by Monday October 22. 
Hope to see you there!

First Pres Fun!
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Fellowship Hosts
Oct 7

Phil & Cherie Thompson
Andy Aalderks

Oct 14
Ann & Justin Balvanz

Fred & Heidi Kiser

Oct 21
Nancy Cobb& Terry Trimpe 

Tiffany & Cory Elwick

Oct 28
Katie & Ryan Buresh

Jason & Angela Evans

10/1 Allen Fisher
10/2 Jeremy Brigham
10/2 Tyler Denning
10/2 Ninette Farrier
10/2 David Gehring
10/2 Peter Jauhianinen
10/2 Hannah Ray
10/3 Theresa Moore
10/3 Tyson Neubauer
10/4 Alisa Shields
10/4 Alexandra Stigall
10/5 Chad Pettyjohn
10/6 Jordan Proctor
10/6 Karen Wernimont
10/6 Mary Wolverton
10/7 Sherry Purdie
10/8 Thomas Peek
10/8  Roland Richardson
10/9 Warren Chadima
10/9 Carlo Dannenfelser
10/9 Charles Jepsen
10/9 George Meaney
10/9 Ruth Osborn
10/9 Chad Weldon
10/10 Mary O’Donnell 
10/10 Terry Trimpe
10/11 Hannah Brown
10/11 Hannah Snyder
10/12 Randy Smith
10/13 Katie Buresh
10/14 James Adair
10/14 Kristin Hale
10/14 Robert Zink
10/17 Mary Humphreys
10/18 Mitchell Winston
10/18 Harold Moessner
10/18 Alyssa Privett

October 
Anniversary
10/3 Andreas Pessl-Bauer
10/4 Dave & Carrie Bryner
10/9 Sheryl & Van Smiley
10/12 Edward & Lauren Vorwald
10/13 Charles & Christine Heins
10/16 Ami & Chad Proctor
10/19 Nancy & Tom Lackner
10/20 Alisa & Todd Shields
10/22 Gregory & Lisa Thirnbeck
10/23 James & Tracy Tow

10/19 Alexander Andersen
10/19 Carter Morgan
10/19 Patricia Powers
10/19 Scott Shoemaker
10/20 Jeff Beer
10/20 Aca DeDomenico
10/20 Marcia Jepsen
10/20 Susan Wagner-Hect
10/21 Marissa Flemming
10/21 Matthew Hoy 10/21 Mi-
chael Mollman
10/21 Karen Stewart
10/22 Cory Elwick
10/22 Bonnie Neubauer
10/22 Rose Maxwell
10/23 Stacey Simon
10/24 Michael Chalupa
10/24 Alec Flemming
10/24 Arthur Flemming
10/25 Michael Denning
10/25 Lori Turecek
10/26 Alex Christophersen
10/26 Judith Schoff
10/28 Ernest Buresh
10/28 Donald Tyne
10/29 Sarah Mollman
10/29 Sue Shew
10/30 Doris Courtright
10/30 Sue Goettel
10/30 Meredith Hamilton
10/30 Edward Horak
10/30 Jack Reynolds
10/31 David Morris
10/31 Donald Ross

October Birthdays
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Wed Oct 10
6:00 pm Bell Choir
6:00 pm Middle School Youth
6:00 pm Stewardship Committee
7:00 pm Chancel Choir
7:00 pm Senior High Group

Fri Oct 12
9:00 am KIVA 

Sun Oct 14
9 :00am Insight Adult Education
9 :00am Sunday School for all ages
10:15am Worship Service
11:15am Fellowship
2:30 SEMP Prep
3:30 SEMP Servers and Cleanup
4:30 SEMP Meal

Tue Oct 16
6:00 pm Fellowship Committee 
6:00 pm Stewardship Committee
7:00 pm Session

Wed Oct 17
6:00 pm Bell Choir
6:00 pm Middle School Youth
7:00 pm Chancel Choir
7:00 pm Senior High Group

Fri Oct 19
9:00 am KIVA

Sun Oct 21
9 :00am Insight Adult Education
9 :00am Sunday School for all ages
10:15am Worship Service
11:15am Fellowship
2:30 SEMP Prep 
3:30 SEMP Servers and Cleanup
4:30 SEMP Meal

Tue Oct 23
6:30 pm  Worship & Music 
 Committee
7:00 pm Membership Committee

Wed Oct 24
6:00 pm Bell Choir
6:00 pm Middle School Youth
7:00 pm Chancel Choir
7:00 pm Senior High Group

Thu Oct 25
6:00 pm Food Group

Fri Oct 26
9:00 KIVA

Sun Oct 28
9 :00am Insight Adult Education
9 :00am Sunday School for all ages
10:15am Worship Service
11:15am Fellowship
2:30 SEMP Prep 
3:30 SEMP Servers and Cleanup
4:30 SEMP Meal

Wed Oct 31
6:00 pm Bell Choir
6:00 pm Middle School Youth
6:00 pm Stewardship Committee
7:00 pm Chancel Choir
7:00 pm Senior High Group

Tue Oct 2
6:00 pm Mission Committee
6:00 pm Youth Committee
7:00 pm Chirstian Ed Board 

Wed Oct 3
6:00 pm Bell Choir
6:00 pm Middle School Youth
7:00 pm Chancel Choir
7:00 pm Senior High Group

Thu Oct 4
12:45 pm Serendipity Book Club

Fri Oct 5
9:00 KIVA
5:00 Rehearsal Dinner

Sat Oct 6
4:00 LeWarne/ Freund Wedding

Sun Oct 7- Fill the Cart 
9 :00am Insight Adult Education
9 :00am Sunday School for all ages
10:15am Worship Service
11:15am Fellowship
2:30 SEMP Prep 
3:30 SEMP Servers and Cleanup
4:30 SEMP Meal

Mon Oct 8
Columbus Day

Tue Oct 9
5:30 pm Deacons 
6:30 pm Finance Committee

october calendar
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