
Therefore we do not lose heart.
Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet
inwardly we are being renewed day by day. For our
light and momentary troubles are achieving for us
an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. So we
fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is
unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what
is unseen is eternal. 2 Corinthians 4:16-17.

As I sit here with the anticipation of snow already
in the air, it seems like the month of November and
the reality of Iowa winter is hurtling down upon us.
Even the trees have been caught unawares and the
fields have not yet been shorn of their harvest.
Indeed, we start off November with a bang this
year, its first Sunday playing host to several yearly
traditions that this year have all landed on one
Sunday.

One of the traditions in which many find meaning
is our celebration of All Saints’ Day. During
worship we take time to read the name, light a
candle, and ring a bell for all those who have died
in our congregation during the prior year. It is a
time to remember them, but also to remember all
those throughout the years whose presence we
miss. Then we gather around the Lord’s Table,
recognizing their continued presence with us even
as we celebrate the eternal, binding love of God.

When we look at the journeys of our loved ones
who have gone before us, we see their sacred

pilgrimage. And it gives us heart for our own
journey. When we think about the ways they faced
adversity, or moved from fear to faith… when we
remember how they moved from offense to
forgiveness, it gives us heart to move ourselves.
This year we are also holding our annual Gathering
of Gifts, the culmination of our annual pledge
campaign, on All Saints’ Sunday. It seems
appropriate during this harvest season to give
thanks for the harvest that we enjoy, that was
seeded years ago in the gifts and the time and the
leadership provided by our First Presbyterian
saints. Now it is our turn to commit our gifts
towards future harvest that the sacred pilgrimage of
God’s people continue for generations to come.

I hope you find time this season to give thanks and
to join us on the journey at FPC.

Blessings,

November 2019
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Sermons In November-
Unraveled Series

November 3 - Stewardship Sunday
* All Saints’ Sunday

Luke 19:1-10
Zacchaeus the Wealthy Tax Collector

Unraveling of Vocation
Zacchaeus is a tax collector, a despised vocation if
there ever was one in first century Judea.
Marginalized and defamed by his community, he
still desires deeply to see and hear the teachings of
this man, Jesus. Overcoming his stature and the
boundaries his community sets for him, he throws
caution and dignity to the wind. Jesus sees him for
who he is, not what he does, and it becomes a
moment of salvation.

November 10
Exodus 1:22, 2:1-10

Moses’ Mother Gives Moses Up
When Our Plans for Our Children Unravel

Moses is born into a world of genocide, a world
where his life should end just as swiftly as it had
begun. But his mother and sister plot a plan for his
survival, placing him in the river near Pharaoh’s
daughter. Their plan succeeds, as Pharaoh’s
daughter has mercy on the child and unknowingly
returns him to his mother to be nursed. Moses’
mother unravels her hopes and dreams as a mother,
enduring great sacrifice in order for her child to
live. And yet, Pharaoh’s daughter unravels her own
father’s plans by adopting Moses as her own.

November 17
Job 28:12-28

Job’s Lament and Loss
When Everything Has Fallen Apart

Everything Job holds dear—his property, his family,
his wealth, his physical health—has been taken
from him. Reduced to suffering and misery, Job
laments his circumstances and tries to make sense
of what has happened to him. How do we also seek
to make meaning of our pain? Ultimately, Job
discerns that God is the source of all wisdom, and
to turn away from evil is to turn toward the heart of
the world, which God made good.

November 24
Mark 5:1-20

Jesus Heals Legion
When the Mind Unravels

A man shunned from town and labeled a
demoniac lives with the daily unraveling of his
mind and is tortured by a legion of voices,
which impel him to violently self harm. When
he sees Jesus approaching the shoreline, he
breaks free from his shackles and bows at
Jesus’ feet. His healing disrupts the status quo
of the town, causing them to ask Jesus to leave.
How do we respond when the status quo—of
our towns, churches, families—is disrupted?
How can we better care for those whose minds
have unraveled into illness?

Stewardship Sunday: Nov. 3rd
STEWARDSHIP is how we use our God-given gifts;
it is how we use our talents, our time, and our
resources. These are very familiar words, yet they
carry a ring of truth. Stewardship is the way we use
all we have been given to carry out our mission and
vision to share God’s love with hurting world and
grow in faith together.

On November 3rd we are celebrating our role as
stewards in God’s world. Everyone during the
course of worship will have the opportunity to
bring their gifts of prayers, talent and pledges and
place them on the chancel as we dedicate the
ministry and mission of our upcoming year to God.
Bring the pledge card you received via mail to be
dedicated this Sunday.

After service all are invited to a “Thank You”
luncheon provided by the Stewardship Committee.
All are welcome, member and friend alike, to be a
part of this exciting time in the life of First
Presbyterian.

Women’s Bible Study
The Tuesday Women’s Bible Study continues its
exploration of little known Biblical women. Our
women for this month are Abigail and the Woman
of Endor (name unknown). Want to join in on the
study? Talk to Pastor Heather.

Methwick Bible Study
Join us in the Governor’s Room at Deer Ridge at
1pm for a continuation of our study of Jesus’
parables turned upside down. Our parable for this
month is a challenging one as we read the Parable
of the Talents in Matthew. Take note that this is a
different week (1st week of the month) than we
usually meet.

Help Portrait
We’re gearing up again to host the Help Portrait
event at First Presbyterian on Saturday, December
7th. At this event, local photographers offer families
in need in the greater Cedar Rapids area the ability
to get high-quality professional photos of
individuals/families and leave with printed photos
free of charge. We’ll have 10+ “studios” set up
around our church and a goal of 250 families/
individuals served.

As a church we offer our space and hospitality,
serving snacks and lunch to the 70+ community
volunteers who pull off this event. This is quite the
undertaking, so we’re already organizing
volunteers. Check out the Gathering Space in
November to sign up to bring a crockpot of chili or
soup or some cookies or bars. Or if you have a few
hours to give that day, sign up for one of our
hospitality shifts. Questions? If you’d be interested
in helping, talk to Pastor Heather about how you
can get involved.

Mark your calendars now to join us on Sunday,
November 24th from 4-6:30 for our annual
Hanging of the Greens and Advent Festival
Celebration! Check out our table in the Gathering
Space in the month of November to sign up to help
decorate trees and different areas of our beautiful
church! We'll have an Advent take-home to help
you center yourself during the season and prepare
for the birth of the Christ child. We'll also introduce
a festive Christmas tradition from another culture.
Set the tone for your holidays with this fun and
festive event!

The Evening Book Group
The Evening Book Group will meet on Monday,
December 2, 6:30 p.m., in the home of Mickey
Meaney, 1100 O Ave NW, 651-6674. This will be
the group’s only meeting in the holiday months of
November and December.
The book for discussion is The 100-Year-Old Man
Who Climbed Out the Window and Disappeared
by Jonas Jonasson. On his 100th birthday, Allan
Carlsson decides to escape his nursing home by
climbing out the window in his slippers. What
follows is a humorous and entirely unexpected
journey. All First Pres women and men are invited
to join in the discussion.
Our choice for January is Spying on the South by
Tony Horowitz.

We Are Downtown For Good
Every time a family gets food from the food pantry or a
hot meal meal from SEMP.
Every time a person off the street comes in looking for a
bus ticket, a warm coat or to make a phone call.

Person’s life is changed with the good news
of gospel.

Every time AA participant finds community and
understanding.

Every time someone finds their heart lifted in the
beauty of music and worship.

Every time a grieving person finds comfort in hands of
friends and the promise of resurrection
These are some of the many ministries that your annual
pledge dollars support on a day to day basis in the heart
of the city.

These are the ways that we transform lives and embody
the good news of God’s forgiveness, welcome, mercy
and love. These are the ways that we show that we are
more than a stone building that happens to be situated
on the corner of 5th and 3rd. Your pledge helps us to be,
not just downtown, but Downtown For Good.
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October 20

at Gehring’s

Lake House

First Pres Fall Festival
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No FPC Kids or PNO
Due to the Holidays, there will be none of the usual
FPC Kids and Parents' Night Out in November and
December. Instead, on December14th, we will
provide a babysitting service to enable your last
minute Christmas shopping!

Children’s Christmas
Program
Sunday, December 15th Children’s Program will be
held in conjunction with the adult Cantata! Mark
your calendars now and make sure to be here to
enjoy the presentation the 10:15 am worship
service on Sunday, December 15th. We hope you
will join us and celebrate the Christmas season
together!

CROP: THANK YOU Thank you to our CROP
Walkers and Donors! We have exceeded our
church’s contribution last year, but are several
hundred dollars behind our peak effort. The grand
total from First Presbyterian Church this year was
$2214. Thank you for helping to feed the hungry.

NOVEMBER 1, 2019
11:45 am – 1:00 pm
Racial Disparities in Iowa’s Criminal Justice System
featuring Dr. Brian Farrell, Iowa is among the
nation’s leaders in its disproportionate
incarceration of racial minorities. This discussion
will examine several factors related to race in
Iowa’s criminal justice system in an attempt to
understand how we can improve these numbers.

Cost is $10 per person
(payable at the door) — includes lunch.

Please call 515.279.8715 to RSVP.

Fall Back 1 hour this Sunday!

Welcome Musical Guest!
On November 3rd, we will be joined by a special
music guest, tenor Arnold Rawls. He is a former
student of Nancy Cobb and will be presenting a
recital at UNI, including a work written by Nancy,
Three Psalms for Tenor, cello and piano.

Guest Recital: Arnold Rawls, tenor
Tuesday, November 5, 2019 - 6:00 pm

Davis Hall, Gallagher Bluedorn Performing Arts
Center.
Guest artist Arnold Rawls will present a voice
recital with faculty pianist Korey Barrett. Rawls has
delighted audiences with his unique combination
of vocal and dramatic skills in performances
ranging from art song to opera. Recent
performances have included Mr. Rawls singing
Calaf in Turandot and Manrico in Il Trovatore at the
Metropolitan Opera, Radamès in Aida with Opera
Australia (Sydney and Gold Coast) and the Pacific
Symphony (Costa Mesa, CA), Don Josè in Carmen
with the Bregenzer Festspiele (Austria). This event is
free and open to the public.

Cooperation Between Nations
11/3 Bruce Nesmith,Coe Political Science

Is Climate Change
Really That Important?
11/10 Rob Hogg,Iowa Senate

Europe’s Imperfect Union:
Threats From Inside & Outside

11/17 Charles Connell, Cornell German
Emeritus

APerfect Storm in Swaziland [Eswatini]
11/24 Paula Sanchini, Coe Biology

? ? ?
November Youth Group
This November inYouth Group we continue talking
about Who, What, and Where God is to us and in
our lives, focusing on God in Music. For youth
missions this month we will be working with the
RISE Program, which based in our church. We also
start baking cookies and taking cookie bake
orders...mmm!
Save the Date: November 15th is the Senior High
Fall Lock In.

Great Christmas Cookie Bake
Christmas Cookie BakeYou may remember that last
year our youth put on a “Christmas Cookie Bake”
fundraiser. We will be doing this again this year.
During November, we will have a table in the
Gathering Space with order forms for our Christmas
cookies. Whether you love Peanut Butter
Blossoms, Fundgy Buttons, Snowballs, Sugar
Cookies, or Pumpkin Bread …we have something
for you! Let us help with your holiday baking this
year. Cookies can be ordered for $7 a dozen,
funday buttons are $2.50 a dozen, and pumpkin
breads can be ordered for $6 per loaf. We will take
orders through December 1st, and cookies and
breads will be available for pickup in the Gathering
Space on Sunday, December 8th. Please make sure
you place an order: we cannot guarantee we will
have any extras! Thanks for supporting our youth!

CROP Walk: Thanks!
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The Evening Book Group
Monday, December 2, 6:30 p.m., In the home of
Mickey Meaney, 1100 O Ave NW, 651-6674. This
will be the group’s only meeting in the holiday
months of November and December. The book for
discussion is The 100-Year-Old Man Who Climbed
Out the Window and Disappeared by Jonas
Jonasson. On his 100th birthday, Allan Carlsson
decides to escape his nursing home by climbing
out the window in his slippers. What follows is a
humorous and entirely unexpected journey. All
First Pres women and men are invited to join in the
discussion. Our choice for January is Spying on the
South by Tony Horowitz.

Please Note the Food Group will not be
meeting in November. Their next
outing will be on December 5th at
Emil’s Hideaway

Creative Hands
Join us for the next Creative Hands session on
Saturday morning,November 9th from 9:00-11:00.
We will again have Christmas Creation Stations set
up to make several wonderful Christmas crafts.
Samples of the crafts will be available to view in the
Gathering Space. Join us for some festive fun! This
activity is open to all adults and middle/high school
youth. Please sign up in the Gathering Space. You
can also email Priscilla Polehna at
Baxter10@aol.com or call 395-7641 to
register.There will be a materials fee of $5.

Federal Reserve Items - U.S. Treasury bonds,
government bonds, and treasury bills can be
transferred pursuant to current Treasury procedures.
These are generally not “tax-wise” gifts, but there are
planning techniques for giving that may make these
gifts useful to the donor.

When considering these gifts and others, donors
should seek the counsel of professional advisors for
legal, accounting, investment, or other professional
advice.

Endowment … edified
With the congregation’s recent approval of revised
governing documents for operating the endowment, the
endowment committee is undertaking a renewed effort
to educate members and friends about operations,
financial matters, ways to give, legacies from former
members, and other topics of interest.

In this issue of News andViews, the committee presents
an overview of a few of the most common ways to give
to charities, including 1st Pres. Additional ways will be
addressed next month.

Bequests - There are several generally accepted ways to
make a bequest; 1.) Specific bequest. This is the gift of a
specific item to a specific beneficiary. For example, "I
give my golf clubs to my nephew, John." 2.) General
bequest. This is usually a gift of a stated sum of money.
For example, "I give $50,000 to my daughter, Mary." 3.)
Contingent bequest. This is a bequest made on
condition that a certain event must occur before
distribution to the beneficiary. For example, "I give
$50,000 to my son, Joe, provided he enrolls in college
before age 21." 4.) Residuary bequest. This is a gift of all
the "rest, residue and remainder" of your estate after all
other bequests, debts and taxes have been paid.

Appreciated securities – For many, investments in
securities represent a significant portion of their assets.
Stocks can be an important part of one’s long-term
plans, helping to provide a nest egg to rely on in the
future, and using them for charitable contributions can
be a tax wise strategy for your annual gift to the church
or as a gift to the 1st Pres endowment. Even with
changes in income tax rules over the past few years,
certain securities you have owned for more than one
year can provide you with tax savings.

Retirement Plan Designation - Donors may designate
1st Pres as primary or contingent beneficiary of a
retirement plan pursuant to their plan’s appropriate
designation procedure (i.e., specific forms from the
company are required).

Life Insurance - There are various methods by which a
life insurance policy may be contributed; 1.) A donor
may assign irrevocably a paid-up policy. 2.) A donor
may assign irrevocably a life insurance policy on which
premiums remain to be paid. 3.) A donor may name 1st
Pres as primary or successor beneficiary, but not owner
of a life insurance policy.

The spotlight this month is on author Barbara
Brown Taylor, an Episcopal priest and emerita
Butman Professor of Religion at Piedmont College.

In Holy Envy: Finding God in the Faith of Others
Taylor recounts her first years of teaching World
Religions at Piedmont College. In an age in which
religion sometimes seems weaponized, furthering
the distance between us Taylor explores five major
religions, Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism, Islam
and Christianity, and tackles the worries and
concerns when we encounter differences and
“others”. We might even feel a little envy in what
we see. The book reminds us that God is bigger
than any one religion.

In An Altar in the World: A Geography of Faith,
Taylor reveals meaningful ways to discover the
sacred in the small things we do and see, from
simple practices such as walking, working and
prayer. As we incorporate these practices into our
daily life, we begin to discover alters everywhere
we go.

In Learning to Walk in the Dark Taylor is our guide
through a spirituality of the nighttime, teaching us
how to find God even in darkness and giving us a
way to let darkness teach us what we need to

know.

College Care Package
Do you remember what it was like being away at college
and getting a care package in the mail? You can help be
a part of our effort at First Pres to provide each of our
college students with a special care package. Our youth
will be putting together care packages for our college
students. We think we will have about 15 packages to
send out. You can help our college students know that
our church is thinking of them by providing some
goodies to go in the packages. We are looking for: 1.
Individual packages of Ramen Noodles (15) 2. Packets
of Microwave Popcorn (15) 3. Packets of Hot Cocoa (15)
4. Candy 5. Gum 6. Pencils 7. Highlighters 8.
Homemade Cookies or Brownies (please put in 15
individual Ziploc or sandwich bags) 9. Fruit Snacks 10.
Individual packages of chips (15) 11. Clean shoeboxes
(15) Please drop all college care package items at the
church by Sunday, November 24th so that we will know
what we have. Also – if you are a parent/guardian of a
college student, please turn in your student’s name and
college address to the church office no later than
November 24th. Thank you!

Catch A Star! Star Tree
November 3, 10 and 17: Each Advent our church
works with a few non-profit organizations to
provide requested Christmas gifts to their clients.
Please remember that the gifts you purchase could
be the only gifts that they receive. The Star Tree with
the gift requests is on the platform in the Fellowship
Hall. Each Sunday someone will be available to
assist you in selecting a star and in writing down
your star selection. Please return your star and gift
to the church by December 1. If it’s more
convenient, you may donate money toward a gift.
Mary Noland-Houtz and Carrie Bryner are
coordinating this effort again and will make the
purchase on your behalf.
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Birthdays

11/1 Timothy Blazek
11/1 Joseph Ryder
11/1 Megan Smiley
11/1 Cherie Thompson
11/2 Jim Weems
11/3 Diane Stevenson
11/3 Barbara Wagner
11/5 Rylie Frese
11/5 Leslie Kesser
11/6 Shirley Fisher
11/6 Ted Kubicek
11/6 Mary Taylor
11/7William Brause
11/8 Carol Bender
11/8 Jake Stark
11/8 James Tow
11/13 Harlan LeClere
11/13 Chad Proctor
11/15 Nancy Cobb
11/16 Robert Farrier
11/16 Emma Kossayian
11/16 David Rasmussen
11/17 Gretchen Van Heukelom
11/17Wally White
11/18 Patricia Bjorseth
11/18 Isaac Denning
11/18 Karla Goettel
11/18 Gingie Hunstad
11/18 Anna Rohde
11/18 TimVirden
11/18 Nancy Parks
11/19 Emily Baker
11/19 Mickey Meaney
11/19 Jennifer Pettyjohn
11/21 David Horton
11/22Warner Mitchell
11/22 Matthew Stobb
11/22 Mary Tilton
11/22 Grace Zimmerman
11/23 Alexis Baker
11/23 Dave Bryner
11/24 Carroll Edmondson
11/25 Noble Flynn
11/26 Gary Ellis
11/28 Lillian Moessner
11/29 Diane Hayes

Anniversaries

11/1/2003 Glenn & Carol
Bender
11/11/1977 Steve & Sue White
11/21/1992 Brian &Wendy
Frese
11/23/1966
James & Patricia Powers
11/24/1949
Joanne & Ernest Buresh
11/24/1989
Christine & Susan Wagner-
Hecht
11/25/1995
Mark & Ann McKinstry
11/25/1959
Jim & Pat Sealy
11/28/1998 Chad & Jennifer
Pettyjohn
11/29/1986
James & Mary Klinger

Fellowship Hosts

Nov 3 Melissa Randall
Dave & Martha Booth

Nov 10 Amy & Scott Shoemaker
Bob & Sue Latham

Nov 17 Clete & Hallie Younger
Eric Stark

Nov 24 Stormy Garretson
Cindy Monroe

Friday November 1
9:00 KIVA
11:45 Intersections

Sunday November 3
All Saint’s Sunday
Fill the Cart for Food Bank
Daylight Savings Time
Stewardship Sunday
9:00 Insight Adult Education
10:15 Worship
2:30 SEMP Prep
4:00 SEMP Servers
4:30 SEMP

Tuesday November 5
6:00 Mission Committee
7:00 Christian Education

Wednesday November 6
12:00 pm Iowans for Gun
Safety
1:00 pm Methwick Bible Study
6:00 pm Bell Choir
6:00 pm Junior High Group
7:00 pm Chancel Choir
7:00 pm Confirmation
7:30 pm High School Group

Thursday November 7
1:00 pm Serendipity Book Club

Friday November 8
9:00 KIVA

Saturday November 9
9:00 am Creative Hands

Sunday November 10
9:00 Insight Adult Education
10:15 Worship
2:30 SEMP Prep
4:00 SEMP Servers
4:30 SEMP

Monday November 11
Veterans Day

Tuesday November 12
10:00 Women’s Bible Study
5:30 Deacon Meeting
6:30 Finance Committee

Wednesday November 13
6:00 pm Bell Choir
6:00 pm Junior High Group
7:00 pm Chancel Choir
No confirmation
7:30 pm High School Group

Friday November 15
9:00 KIVA

Sunday November 17
9:00 Insight Adult Education
10:15 Worship
11:15 Fellowship
2:30 SEMP Prep
3:30 SEMP Servers
4:30 SEMP

Tuesday November 19
6:00 Fellowship Committee
7:00 Session

Wednesday November 20
6:00 pm Bell Choir
6:00 pm Junior High Group
7:00 pm Chancel Choir
7:00 pm Confirmation
7:30 pm High School Group

Friday November 22
9:00 KIVA

Sunday November 24
9:00 Insight Adult Education
10:15 Worship
11:15 Fellowship
2:30 SEMP Prep
4:00 SEMP Servers
4:30 SEMP
Tuesday November 26
10:00 Women’s Bible Study
6:30 Worship & Music
7:00 Membership

Wednesday November 27
7:00 pm Chancel Choir

Thursday November 28
Happy Thanksgiving
Office Closed

Friday November 29
9:00 KIVA
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