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“Then Peter began to speak to them: “I truly
understand that God shows no partiality, but in
every nation anyone who fears him and does what
is right is acceptable to him.” Acts 10:34-35
Have you ever noticed that the person
driving so slow in front of you is always a jerk, and
the person who speeds past you is always a lunatic?
We are all prone to justify ourselves and to
condemn those who are different than we are. We
are prone to judge others according to outward
characteristics or circumstantial evidence, rather
than to accept them as individual human beings,
broken and falling short of the glory of God, just
like us.
In Acts 10, Peter receives a vision that
would change the trajectory of the spread of the
gospel message. The definition of clean and
unclean is now meaningless. The good news of
Christ and the presence of God’s Holy Spirit is
accessible to all. It is not an easy pivot for Peter to
make but it is one that aligns him and his call with
the expansive, loving vision God has for our world.
It takes faith to step outside of our comfort
zone. Peter, encountering the visitors from
Caesarea, could have sent them to the local Gentile
motel. Instead, Peter began fully grasp the good
news of Jesus’ teachings and re imagine the
ministry he is called to as a disciple. When Peter
then arrived at Cornelius’s house, he was surprised
not only to find a handful of Gentiles, but a whole
house full! Peter’s acknowledges the violation of
the current custom that Jews and Gentiles were not
to associate with each other, let alone enter into the
other’s house. However Peter, then explains why he
is deliberately violating social norms.

Over the past few months, many of us have
found ourselves pushed outside of comfort zones.
The comfortable patterns of life and the rhythms of
our involvement in our community and church
have been disrupted or changed. We might find
ourselves
withdrawing,
disengaging,
and
interacting with others from a place of judgement
and anger. Yet this witness of scripture encourages
us to remain in those places of discomfort and seek
out the movement of God’s Spirit, associating with
each other in love and humility. As we head into
the fall at First Presbyterian, we will have a variety
of opportunities to grow in faith and grow in love
for our neighbors and for God. I hope that you are
able to participate with us, either at home or in
person as we seek to embody the Beloved
Community.
Grace & Peace,

Sunday Mornings This Fall
In-person
10:00am Drive-In Church in the parking lot
followed by some socially distant activity that is
child-friendly but fun for all. Paint rocks and share
encouragement. Play a game.
Enjoy God’s
community. Upcoming Sundays
September 20 - Socially Distant Games
September 27 - Chalk Art - Messages of Love
& Hope.
October 4 - Where in the World Is? A World
Communion Sunday Activity
October 11 - Blessing of the Pets Sunday

Online
10:00am Click the links on our website to enter
into our online church playlist or watch online
12:00pm Grab a coffee and link up with us virtually
for a time of fellowship and conversation. Zoom
links on the website.
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First Pres Fall
Read
In the past several
months there has
once again been a
focus
on
the
circumstances
and
experiences
of
persons of color. Not
since the Civil Rights
Movement in the 60’s
has so much public
and media attention
been given to the
current implications
of our centuries old
legacy of slavery, Jim Crow, and systemic
discrimination.
Throughout this sad history of racism the Church
has been a leading advocate of reform and redress
for those whom the dominant culture has failed to
treated with the dignity and love that Jesus
demonstrated for the outcasts, scapegoats and
lower castes of his day.
The Mission Committee in consultation with our
pastor is hoping that First Presbyterian can, as many
other congregations are doing, recommit to the
belief that, “there is now neither Jew nor Greek,
slave nor free, male nor female, for we are all one
in Christ”, Galatians 3:28. As a one way of doing
this and subsequent to further conversation about
what can be done locally we are urging all
members to read the new Oprah book by Pulitzer
Prize winning author Isabel Wilkerson entitled,
“Caste”. Mission Committee members have read or
are reading this marvelous and challenging book
about which the New York Times has written,
“‘Caste’ is instant American classic and almost
certainly the keynote non-fiction book of the 21st
century so far”.
If you would be interested in reading and
discussing “Caste” with others, please contact
Pastor Heather. If you are already in a book group
why not suggest “Caste” as your next read? As the
great reformed theologian Karl Barth once said,
“Take your Bible and take your newspaper, and
read both. But interpret newspapers from your
Bible.” Reading “Caste” and then coming together
to discuss this important new book in light of the
Gospel is a way that we can all follow Barth’s
recommendation for living out our faith in ways
pleasing to our Lord.

3

Endowment…
September 4
11:50-1:00
Belabored: A Vindication of the Rights of Pregnant
Women featuring Lyz Lenz, columnist for the Cedar
Rapids Gazette
Online event with new information!
You have the opportunity to order and pick up a
pre-packaged lunch to enjoy at home, prepared by
Heidi, our Close to Home caterer! While we can’t
gather in person, we’d still like to share that familiar
sense of community. Pre-paid lunches can be
picked up in the First Presbyterian Church parking
lot (310 5th St SE, Cedar Rapids) between 10:4511:30 am the morning of Intersections.
Please call 515.279.8715 for more information.

Coming in October Walk Humbly: A
Journey Toward Racial Reconciliation
Since May, issues of race and racism have been
front and center in our national conversation, and
as Christians we are called to the work of
reconciliation and justice. However, many of us
may not know where to begin.
Listen, Learn, Act, Reflect

9/20
Service to Others
Tyler Olson, CR City Council

9/27
Friendships Changing:
Youth to Adulthood
Remi Andrews, Beacon Therapy Services
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In October, the Mission Committee invites all
members of First Presbyterian to join in a four week
journey of listening, learning and conversation at
the intersection of racial understanding and faith.
Based on materials curated by Shallowford
Presbyterian Church in Atlanta, each week, we will
lift up 7 resources (Bible studies, sermons, articles,
podcasts, videos, and movies) about racism and
anti-racism. You are encouraged to engage with at
least 3 of them and then join us for an online
discussion. Make plans now to join us and watch
your email and the October newsletter for more
information.

Before our Great Pause from the pandemic, one of
the members of the Endowment committee
attended a planned giving school offered to leaders
of foundations, seminaries, and churches
throughout the country. Together the group of
thirty-five people explored topics related to
educating church members, alumni, and
congregations about ways to carry forward their
Christian values and passions beyond life.

do not have one, and review an existing Will every
five years and after every significant life event.
If a member of the Endowment committee or Pastor
Heather can assist you in any way, please do not
hesitate to reach out. Connie Richardson at (319)
541-1204,
connie22richardson@yahoo.com;
Pastor Heather at Heather@fpccr.org, (319) 3646148.

For many, estate planning extends beyond creating
a Will or a Living Trust. The consensus in the room,
for the leaders and those they worked with, was
this: Don’t go it alone. Estate planning can be
simple or complicated, can deal with no heirs or a
myriad of complicated family relationships, can
involve a few or many assets, and may take a few
hours or a few months to plan. To ensure your
wishes are carried out regarding care of your
children, property, and the testament you wish to
make by your property’s distribution, assemble a
team to assist you. Your team might include your
pastor, an attorney, an accountant, a financial
planner, an individual from a charity, a business
partner, or your relatives. With your planning team
in place, not necessarily all at the table at the same
time, you have a good chance to prepare an estate
plan that will truly do what you want it to.
Worth sharing, too, from the school, is part of a
Christian Preamble to a Last Will and Testament or
Trust. The entire Preamble is several hundred
words, but one section reads: I recognize that all
my earthly possessions are a gift from God.
Therefore, I have made provisions in my estate
plan for a gift that will continue my Christian
stewardship after I have gone my heavenly home.
I trust that what I offer as a gift will be blessed
many times over by God in building God’s
kingdom.
Your attorney can advise you about using such a
statement, but, used or not, the sentiment is worth
considering as you make your plans. In any case,
be sure to assemble your team. Make a Will if you

Welcome New Treasurer!
In June, after 22 years of service to the church, our
treasurer Joan Riley retired to spend more time with
grandkids and golf. While we will miss her greatly,
we now have the opportunity to welcome her
replacement, Deb Proctor.
Deb is joining us from many years at Pace Supply
and also has her own sewing service: Deb's Sewing
Station. She has 3 kids and 7 grand kids, make sure
to call and give her a big welcome!
Her email address is debp@fpccr.org
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Session Notes
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June 23, 2020 7:00 P.M.
DISCUSSION / ACTION ITEMS:
Worship Plan for July/August: Discussed various
options for gradual return to on-site worship. Phase
Two LCPH guidelines show potential for gatherings
up to 50 people. Heather distributed documents
from other Third Avenue churches with detailed
plans. Discussed targeting a 30-minute drive-up
service in our parking lot, July 19 (pending COVID19 conditions), with outlined/confined seating
areas in front of cars, and other specified
precautions; continuing based on Linn County
guidelines.
● RECOMMENDATION FROM WORSHIP
COMMITTEE: To initiate outdoor, drive-up
worship in the FPC parking lot at 9 a.m. Sundays,
beginning July 19. Carried unanimously.
Long Range Planning Task Force: The Session
put forward suggested congregation members to
serve on this task force. Heidi Kiser and Charlie
Rohde will represent the Session.
● MOTION: To authorize Rev. Heather Hayes
to dismiss Andrea Rice from the position of
Director of Children, Youth and Family Ministry
with two-weeks’ severance pay and insurance,
holding First Presbyterian Church and staff
harmless, with no further action to be initiated
against First Presbyterian Church. Motion
seconded and carried unanimously.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Christian Education A virtual VBS is slated for July
1-3 with interest from other churches.
Deacons Deacons have expanded the list of
persons contacted via phone as well as Circles
of Care – to promote church connection each
deacon has been asked to contact another
person or family in the church to inquire on their
well-being and see that they’re receiving e-mails.
Endowment (Connie Richardson): Distributed the
May Endowment Summary showing balances at
Hills Bank and Greater Cedar Rapids Community
Foundation totaling over $4-million.
Finance New bookkeeper, Deb Proctor, has started,
following retirement of Joan Riley. Finances are
strong – YTD revenue of $266,719 compares
favorably with the YTD budget of $258,708.
Discussed making the next Wells Fargo loan
payment early in order to save $7,503 over the next

12 months. Planning for a second capital campaign
to start January 2021).
Motion
made,
seconded
and
carried
unanimously to receive the May 2020 financial
report -- with appreciation for “such pleasant
numbers” during the pandemic.
Mission SEMP’s Grab-N-Go format is working
well and will continue; SEMP is in good shape
with grants received. Neighborhood Meals
participation is cancelled for the summer, as
program is being supported by the school district.
Four
local
missions
(HACAP,
Olivet
Neighborhood Mission, Willis Dady Shelter, and
Catholic Worker House) will be featured in
Sunday worship during our “Summer of
Compassion” campaign. Gifts given during the
following week via the Community Outreach will
be donated to that community partner. FPC
distributed many bottles of water and hosted a
voter registration booth during the peaceful
protest for social justice in Greene Square.
Property Appreciation was expressed to Eric Stark
and Steve White for cutting the grass this summer.
Stewardship Began planning for the “Season of
Stewardship.” New elements include mentions in
weekly congregation-wide emails from Pastor
Heather and Saturday email reminders of Sunday
services, and in recorded messages by members of
the congregation. Current good news on the
stewardship front: despite moving to online
services, pledge payments are being kept up and
substantial “loose offerings” ($1,000) have come in
via the online link.
PASTOR’S REPORT: The Faith & Justice Fair in the
church parking lot on Saturday, June 20 was wellreceived, with several families from outside our
congregation in attendance and several pastors
expressing interest in collaborating with future
efforts. The Session complimented Pastor Heather
for the content and a successful event. Heather will
be on well-deserved vacation for a week beginning
Thursday.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:08 p.m. with
prayer by Heather Hayes giving thanks for the gifts
of time and service by our faith community to
support one another in this difficult time.
Respectfully submitted,
Betsy Caszatt
Rev. Heather Hayes
Clerk of Session
Moderator
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You are your child’s greatest teacher! We’re helping
you bring your family’s evening to a close with a
time of sharing, story and prayer. Watch your child
grow in faith and your family grow closer together,
becoming resilient in facing the challenges of this
ever changing world. Faith Family Five is a simple
practice of connecting with God and each other
through five simple activities.
Highs/lows: Take a moment to share the best and
worst parts of your day. It may be short, it may be
silly, but it also may be a time to develop gratitude,
model vulnerability, and have a window into your
child’s day.
God’s story: We’re taking the worship scripture for
each week and providing several short story videos
for you to watch together and hear God’s word. You
can also use this as an opportunity to read the
weekly story out of your own Spark Story Bible. If
you need one for use at home, don’t hesitate to
contact Cindy Monroe or Pastor Heather.
I wonder: An open ended question, provided at the
end of the video, for your family to talk about. Or
you can use this time to connect the Bible story
with something that may have come up in your
family’s highs/lows.
Prayer: Each week we’ll provide a prayer of the
week as a rhythmic ending to the night. Or use your
family’s own favorite prayer.
Blessing: There is no better way to close this time
than with the words, “I love you…and God loves
you.”
Watch the FPC Parents Page and website as we roll
out the resources and encouragement to help you
develop your child’s faith.
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Youth Group Kicks Off

VBS Went Virtual!

Our two youth groups are back in session
beginning September 16th! What can you expect
this fall? We’ll be hosting a mix of gatherings and
activities, both virtual and in-person. Noting the
high numbers of Covid cases currently in our state,
our in-person activities will be those that we can
engage in outdoors and be socially distant. Maskwearing will be required. Middle School’s regular
meeting time will be Wednesdays @ 6pm with
High School meeting immediately after at 7:00pm.
Occasionally the two groups will have an activity
together. For the time being any supper is
suspended (though you can always eat on a Zoom
call!)

Even though we couldn’t all be in the same
place, we all joined in and went to Compassion
Camp together. This year, because we were
virtual, we were able to be joined by families
from Echo Hill Presbyterian and Olivet
Presbyterian. We kicked everything off with a
supply pick up at First Presbyterian and got
everything we needed for the camp experience at
home. Then each evening we would meet
virtually to hear stories of compassion from the
Bible, sing songs, stretch and move, and hear
about the activity from our Compassion Camp kit
for the day. It was a lot of fun!

So what are the activities upcoming?

FPC Kids Connect

September 16: Cookie Wars - Virtual via
Zoom
6:00 Middle School
7:00 High School

A new virtual gathering each Wednesday night
at 5:30 for kids in the K-5 age range. We’ll have
an open Zoom time with some questions to
help us share with each other. Find the link on
the FPC Parents’ Page. Begins September 16th.

We’re kicking things off with a virtual competition.
Each participating member will have a box with 2
cookies and a variety of decorations. We’ll connect
via Zoom and assemble into groups which will
come up with a theme for their cookies and then
work on decorating them. A final presentation to
our virtual “judges” is the wrap-up to the evening.
And then everyone can eat their cookies!

September 23: Discussion Night - We Are
Here
6:00 Middle School 7:00 High School
All of us are experiencing school, activities,
work…and just life…in such different ways during
this time of pandemic. We’ll be talking tonight
about where we find ourselves - our own “here”and how we might see God showing up around us.

Women’s Bible Study
The Tuesday Morning Women’s Bible Study returns
again after their summer break. Meeting virtually,
we’ll be back together at 11:00am on the morning
of September 22nd. We’ll be continuing to read
about and study the women of the Bible. On the
22nd we’ll be tackling the “Wonder Woman” of the
Old Testament - the capable wife from Proverbs 31.
Pastor Heather will email out Zoom links on the
Monday prior, if you’d like to join us just drop her
an email.

September 30: Mission Night
Both groups together 6:00-7:30
Our community is still in post storm clean up mode
- and now its fall! We’ll be connecting with a
member(s) that need an extra helping hand in their
yard for some light yard work and cleanup. Please
bring rakes & gloves. A sack lunch will be provided
for those who would like - please contact Pastor
Heather in advance to order.
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday
1

Wednesday Thursday
2
3

6:00
Mission
7:00 Session

6

7

9:00 Worship
4:00-5:00 SEMP

13

8

Friday
4

Saturday
5

11:45
Intersections

9

10

11

12

16

17

18

19

25

26

6:00 pm
Christian
Education
Board

14

10:00 Worship
4:00-5:00 SEMP

15

5:30 Deacons 5:30 Kids
Connect

10:00 Cleanup

6:00 Middle
School

20

21

10:00 Worship
4:00-5:00 SEMP

27
10:00 Worship
4:00-5:00 SEMP

28

22

7:00 High
School

23

9/9 Madison Fiala
9/11 Jessica Witt
9/12 Glenn Bender
9/12 Ed Popelka
9/12 Charity Tyler
9/13 Amy Morris
9/14 Caroline Giddings
9/15 Calvin Meyer
9/15 Jack Rey
9/16 Corbin Mollman
9/16 Shannon Rammelsberg
9/16 Joe Shoemaker
9/16 Kyle Wilcox
9/17 Fred Johnson
9/17 Katie Rohde
9/18 Matthew Wagner
9/19 Sue Mollman
9/20 Janice McInally

9/21 Emilee Horak
9/21 Betsy Kutter
9/21 Virginia Lyttle
9/21 Elizabeth Mitchell
9/22 Helen Arnold
9/22 Lilian Buresh
9/22 Janice Dockendorff
9/22 Laura Koontz
9/22 Samantha Mollman
9/22 Matt Weems
9/25 Melanie O’Donnell
9/25 Debra Salz- Steenblock
9/26 Dorris Hotchkiss
9/27 Barnes O’Donnell
9/27 Bob Schley
9/28 Garrett Rasmussen
9/29 Bob Latham
9/30 Sally Miller

9/2/1984 Larry & Janelle Parks

9/7/1969 John & Karen Carver

9/2/2005 John & Mary Tilton

9/7/1957 Howard & Mary Ann
Kucera

9/10/1977 Tom & Priscilla
Polehna

11:00 Bible
5:30 Kids
Study
Connect
6:00 Children’s
Sub Committee 6:00 Middle
6:30 Finance School
7:00 Youth Sub 7:00 High
Committee
School

29

29

6:00 Worship 5:30 Kids
7:00 Session Connect
6:00 Middle
School
7:00 High
School

10

24

9/1 Elijah Davis
9/1 Jace Winger
9/2 Derek Horak
9/2 Elizabeth Shoemaker
9/2 Micah Oldenkamp
9/4 Kaelyn Pettyjohn
9/4 Andrew Stigall
9/4 Lauren Stobb
9/4 Sallie Streib
9/5 Amy Brause
9/5 Cindy Monroe
9/5 Beth Proctor
9/5 Melissa Randall
9/5 Frances Sessions
9/6 Ruth Arnold
9/6 Jan Jauhianen
9/6 Herb Neubauer
9/7 Eileen Kunz

9/3/2005 Laura & Whealen
Koontz
9/4/1971 Doug & Judy Schoff

9/8/1968 John & Cindy Monroe

9/11/1965 Rod & Betsy Caszatt
9/21/2012 Andy & Beth
Aalderks
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