January 2021
“And now these three remain: faith, hope and
love. But the greatest of these is love”
I Corinthians 13:13
Around about June, there was a word that I became
SO tired of hearing constantly. A word that I never
wanted to hear again (but unfortunately would in
the context of the August derecho). It was the word,
unprecedented. It seemed everything in our life
became “unprecedented.” Everything, from the
way we worked, to the way we worshipped, to how
our kids went to school, to how we got our
groceries…everything was having to be done in a
new and inventive way. I began to long for
something that didn’t have to be reimagined,
researched, or learned before it could be done
Perhaps that is why at the beginning of a new year,
rather than finding excitement in the possibility of
new starts, new endeavors, new horizons in the
new year, I am a little bit jaded. Perhaps that is why
the clips, done by comedians comparing last year’s
New Years resolutions (run a marathon) to this
year’s resolutions (wear something other than
pajama pants 3x a week) seem darkly funny.
Perhaps that is why I find myself focussing in this
moment, not on what is new, but on what remains.
As we look forward and the new year begins, we
can be grateful for all that remains, all that was not
lost in our “unprecedented” year. We can give
thanks that love remains. I cannot even begin to
enumerate the many ways that people reached out,
supported one another, and shared love for each
other during this time. Through cards, phone calls,

delivery of meals, flowers, gifts. Through volunteer
hours serving meals or offering clean up for our
community. Though gifts given to those in need at
Christmas. Love remains undaunted. We can give
thanks that faith remains. We’ve continued in our
worship in various ways and settings. People
continue to meet, to gather around God’s word to
study and learn and ask questions. We can give
thanks that joy remains. We’ve been able to delight
still this Christmas season in the wonder and
energy of our children. In singing together some
(very cold) carols and hearing our bell ring out
across our community - Christ is born!
And our hope remains. Our hope for a better year.
For healing in our land. For new resources to
combat coronavirus. For a return to being able to
be together in one place, to see each other and to
celebrate. For God’s kin-dom to be realized in our
midst, and God’s love and justice to be made
known to all.
While I’m sure that we enter into 2021 with some
level of uncertainty about how the year will unfold,
I hope that you too will be comforted in the
certainty that,
“now these three remain: faith, hope and love. And
the greatest of these is love.”
Grace & peace,

January Sermons
Jan 3
Matthew 2:1-12
Drama: Another Way Home

Jan 10
Luke 3:1-22
The One Filled w/ the Spirit
Jesus is baptized by John in the Jordan.
Jan 17
Luke 4:14-30
The One Who Shares Good News
Jesus proclaims a new way of being in the world.
Jan 24
Luke 5:1-11
The One Who Says Follow Me
Jesus calls others into relationship and creates a
new community.

Sermon Series
Who Is This Jesus?
We return in the new year to our journey through
the narrative lectionary, landing squarely in the
Gospel of Luke and the life of Jesus. The days
following the Season of Christmas are often referred
to as the Season of Epiphany - the time spanning
from the Feast of Epiphany (January 6) until the
beginning of Lent on Ash Wednesday. The gospel
stories of this season focus on various events and
teachings that reveal the nature of Jesus and
therefore the nature of God.
Each week as we read our gospel lesson, we will be
asking some questions. Who Is This Jesus? Who is
the person we understand and herald as
Emmanuel, God with us? And then - if we attest that
is who Jesus is - who are we as disciples, as
followers of the Christ?

A cold night singing carols in Green
Square Christmas Eve.
Christ is Born!
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Jan 31
Luke 6:1-16
The One Who Heals
Jesus turns convention on its head, bringing healing
both physically and in a right ordering of
community.
Feb 7
Luke 8:1-15
The One Who Plants
In the parable of the sower, we see an image of
abundance and hopefulness for what will one day
be.
Feb 14
Luke 9:28-45
The One Who Is God’s Son
In the account of the transfiguration, we see Jesus
bridging old and new, hopes from the past and
present realities. In his person he holds in tension
all that has been and all that will be.

In Case of Inclement Weather

Star Tree- Thank you!

As we get further into the winter months, we’d like
to remind you of the church policy concerning
closing in case of inclement weather. Our general
rule is that the church building will be closed any
time the Cedar Rapids Community School District
cancels or delays classes. This year may be a bit
different as schools could still run virtually and not
officially cancel. In these conditions, Pastor
Heather will make the determination, in
conversation with the Food Bank & RISE, on
whether the church offices, building, and programs
will close. We will announce any changes to
programming or building closures on Facebook, as
well as KCRG and KGAN. Since conditions can
change quickly, should you have plans to stop by
the church, please call in advance to confirm you
will have access and staff will be present.
Regardless of conditions, you can always access
our worship services online on Sunday mornings @
10am.

THANK YOU to everyone who participated in the
Star Tree this year! We know things were a little
different, but you all helped make it a success!
Over 75 young persons received gifts and support
for a merrier Christmas - our most ever! Thank you
Mary & Carrie for their hard work in organizing and
delivering gifts.

Evening Book Group
The Evening Book Group will meet on Monday,
January 18, 6:30 p.m. As in recent months, we will
meet
by
Zoom
with
host
Cynthia
Burdakin,cburdakin@hotmail.com,
(248)7012508. The book for discussion is Huckleberry Finn
by Mark Twain. This classic meshes with other
books on race relations our group has discussed
recently. Our selection for February is A Long Petal
of the Sea by Isabel Allende.

Women’s Bible Study
The Tuesday Morning Women’s Bible Study returns
again after their Christmas break. Meeting virtually,
we’ll be back together at 11:00am on the mornings
of January 12th and 26th. On the 12th we’ll be
discussing the woman who touched Jesus' cloak
and on the 26th Herodias and the beheading of
John the Baptist will be our focus. Pastor Heather
will email out Zoom links on the Monday prior, if
you’d like to join us just drop her an email to
receive the link and any materials needed for
discussion.

Financial Update
Due to the generosity of our membership, the
timely fulfillment of pledges, and the cost-saving
measures instituted by staff, we are finishing 2020
on an even footing. However, as we look towards
2021, we anticipate another year of financial strain.
As we come to the close of the year, we have todate received pledges of $347,872 from 111
households. We are hoping to receive a few more
pledges before we determine our budget and
spending for 2021, however, that number
represents a significant decrease from last year's
pledged amount of $444,812. If you have not had
an opportunity to send in your pledge, it would be
greatly appreciated so we can make accurate
financial plans for the future.
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New Study Opportunity

Youth on a Mission

The Historical Jesus: A Seminary Level Look

Sunday Evening Meal Prep

Beginning Tuesday, January 19th at 10:00am and
continuing each week through Easter, Gary
Connors-Boe will lead participants through a
seminary level examination of the historical Jesus.
Drawing on the work of James Dunn, E.P Sanders,
John Meier, Gerd Theisen, N.T. Wright, Dominic
Crossan, Paula Fredriksen and others, Gary will
provide an up-to-date scholarly assessment of
Jesus’ life as it is understood by our generation’s
most respected first century historians and New
Testament scholars. Join us if you can and get
deeper into the onion of who Jesus was, what he
said, how he lived, why he died, and what came
after.

It’s been a little hard to find socially distant mission
opportunities during the pandemic, so we are
heading back into the SEMP kitchen for a couple of
prep nights. In the month of January we’ll have one
middle school mission night and one high school
mission night volunteering at SEMP. Volunteering
responsibilities run from 3pm-4:30pm making and
assembling the to-go dinners that have become a
staple of the program during the pandemic. We
haven’t settled on the best night for each group (we
need a minimum of 5 people), so watch your emails
the first week of January as we determine which
Sundays work best.

We’ll still be virtual during the month of January, so
be ready to Zoom into discussion, games and even
some cooking. Middle school will meet at 6:00 and
High School at 7:30 each Wednesday night.

January 6th
Game Night
We’ll be kicking off the new year with some fun. Be
ready for some games that are shared online
(Jackbox) or played together over Zoom. There may
even be a few silly trivia games set up on Kahoot.

January 13th

Annual Meeting of the Congregation
January 31st @ 11:00am

The life and theology of Christianity's most
influential theologian with be examined. The
teaching of Jesus will be compared to those of
Paul. This class will be lead by Gary Connors-Boe.
1-10 Paul’s Life

The Session of FPC has set the annual meeting of
the congregation to follow worship on Sunday,
January 31st. Because we will not yet be gathering
in person, this meeting will be happening virtually
via Zoom. Details, information on best practices for
large Zoom meetings, and links to the meeting will
be distributed on January 20th. Annual report
booklets will be available online for the
congregation on January 20th. We will have some
printed hard copies available in the church office
for pickup if you so desire. If you need a printed
hard copy mailed to your home, please call the
church office (364-6148) to be placed on our
annual report mailing list. We hope you make every
effort to attend the meeting as this is an opportunity
to gather together, reflect on the year just
completed, receive reports from all our
committees, and pray for God’s guidance and
blessing in the year to come.

Discussion Night - Why God Gave Choice
In the opening pages of the Bible God gives the first
humans a choice. But why? We’ll talk about the gift
of choice and what it means for us as God’s people.
We’re using some material from the Bible Project to
guide our discussion - and will take some time to
decide what other study topics we want to address
this winter.

January 20th
Chopped *Online
Set up your devices in the kitchen while your
transform your challenge ingredients into a
beautiful and tasty dish using whatever you may
have in your cupboards at home. Parents - you are
needed on hand for this one - you’ll be the ones
tasting each dish!

January 27th
Discussion Night - Youth Choice
We’ll have chosen the topic of this discussion night
on January 13th. Join us for a time to talk about
questions you’ve always had about God, Jesus, and
the life of faith.

Virtual Sunday School Classroom.
Our Sunday school is staying virtual in the month
of January. You can access all the resources and
lessons on the virtual Sunday school link on our
website. The link takes you to our classroom where
you can explore through clicking your mouse on
various images. Find coloring sheets, information
on the season, videos teaching different portions of
the lesson, ideas for at-home practices and more.
Some of the information will be changed weekly
(lesson tied to worship) other pieces will stay up all
month. Come and check it out!
This month we’ll be learning about: Who is Jesus?

1-17 Paul and Jesus
1-24 Paul’s Ethics
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1-31 Paul’s “justification by Faith”
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Session Minutes
Tuesday, November 24, 2020

Endowment
Demonstrating their faith and their commitment to
1st Pres, Stevan and Louise Mowrey made plans in
their estate to establish the Stevan and Louise
Mowrey Fund for Capital Projects and
Maintenance. This new endowed fund was made
possible from the remainder of a charitable gift
annuity the couple had with the Presbyterian
Foundation, with the addition of gifts made to 1st
Pres in memory of Stevan. Stevan died in 2015 and
Louise died in 2019.
Steve was born in Cedar Rapids and Louise in Palo.
Steve graduated from Franklin High School in 1951
and the University of Iowa College of Dentistry in
1957. Louise Wiley graduated from Palo High
School in 1953 and then from St. Luke's School of
Nursing with an R.N. degree. He and Louise
married on June 29, 1957.
After their marriage, they traveled throughout
Europe for three years while Steve was stationed in
France as a dentist in the Air Force. When they
returned to Cedar Rapids, he established his dental
practice, and they raised three daughters.
Louise was an active volunteer, serving the
community as member of the Home Garden Club,
PEO Chapter GM, Camp Fire Girls, and St. Luke's
Auxiliary. She was a member of 1st Pres for 62
years, where she served as an elder and moderator
of many committees. Steve was a lifelong member
of 1st Pres, where he served as an elder and deacon.
His many hobbies included astronomy, hunting,
golfing, tomato gardening, and reading WWII
books. Annual distributions from the Mowrey Fund
will help ensure that 1st Pres has a functional and
aesthetically pleasing building for worship and
service for years to come.
The corpus of the Stevan and Louise Mowrey Fund
for Capital Projects and Maintenance fund is
$18,945. By church policy, a new restricted fund
must be at least $10,000. Other restricted funds in
the Endowment include the Ilah Holscher Fund
and the Richard Bruna Fund, both for mission
programs and projects.
If you would like information and ideas about
including 1st Pres in your estate plans, please
contact Pastor Heather or Connie Richardson,
secretary of the Endowment and Memorial
Committee.(heather@fpccr.org or
connie22richardson@yahoo.com).
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BUSINESS FROM THE CLERK:
MOTION made, seconded and carried to accept
the following:
● Minutes of the October 27, 2020 Stated
Session Meeting with correction to be made per
Steve Kossayian, that $165,000 derecho damage
covered by Selective Insurance is for “all damages,”
rather than “replacement value of the roof” only.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Practicing Our Faith
Resources for Home
If 2020 taught us anything about our faith, it is that
our gathered activities are only a slice of what
makes up a vibrant life of faith. The pandemic and
resulting restrictions have stretched us all to find
ways to nurture the spiritual lives of ourselves and
our families within our homes, creating new
traditions and rituals that move faith practices from
being church building-centered to home-centered.
As we move into 2021, we’d like to offer some
resources and conversations for those who are
seeking some intentionality and focus in their
spiritual development at home, and so are coming
alongside some resourcing curated by the Faith
Practices Project of the Christian Reformed Church.
Each month explores a different faith practice and
shares background and ideas about how to deepen
your own faith through the practice. These
resources will be linked on our website and
highlighted on our Facebook page. At the close of
each month a virtual gathering will be held to share
experiences and anticipate the next month’s
practice.
Our first month’s practice is Sabbath - a good
exploration for a post-holiday world.

Christian Education* (Janice McInally):
The
committee met and discussed alternative ways to
reach out to children and youth during the increase
in Linn Co. virus cases. Advent boxes for children
with activities and ornaments as well as an Advent
devotional book for adults are being prepared with
the theme “Those Who Dream.” The boxes/packets
contain a candle for use on Christmas Eve.
Endowment* (Connie Richardson): Funds from the
Steve and Louise Mowery Charitable Gift Annuity
have been received by the church and, combined
with memorial gifts for Steve, have been deposited
in the Hills Bank portfolio in the amount of
$18,945. The gift is restricted to capital projects
and building maintenance.
Finance* (Terry Trimpe): The goal for the 2021
budget calls for pledges to total $450,000, with
total revenues totaling $584,400. Heather Hayes
reported that as of today 82 pledges had been
received, compared with 140 in total who pledged
last year. The stewardship committee is confident
there will be more pledges to report in December.
MOTION made, seconded and carried to receive
the October financial Report.
Mission (Martha Wilding): Putting together a
subcommittee for daily/weekly operation of SEMP
so responsibility does not fall so heavily on the
Mission committee. Information will be included in
News & Views re special offerings for One Great
Hour of Sharing, Peacemaking and Christmas Joy.
Property (Steve Kossayian):
Steve has been
meeting with the insurance company and
contractor re derecho repairs. FPC will need to
provide receipts showing all claimed damages
were restored to new condition in order to receive
100% coverage on the claim.

Stewardship* (Lynda Barrow): Reported there are
still some leadership pledges not yet received.
Heather will send out a targeted email to those who
pledged in the past but not yet this year, with
follow-up by phone if necessary. The 82 pledges
already received constitute $269,759, plus $12,798
already paid, totaling pledges/receipts for 2021 of
$282,557 to-date (note goal under Finance
Committee of $450,000).
Worship & Music (Marty Brown): Eric is looking
into condition of the church bell in the tower,
which is not functioning. Looking into ways to light
the tower and to have a nativity scene during
Advent, showing that the church is alive and well
during the pandemic.
Deacons (Heather Hayes): Deacons are providing
an outstanding ministry to those who are isolated
and feeling shut in during the pandemic. There
were 6 recent deaths in the congregation as well as
surgery recovery, moving to retirement center and
a new baby.
PASTOR’S REPORT: Plans are being made for a
system of office/Food Bank closure decisions during
inclement weather, since CR Schools (whose
closings had been the trigger in the past) are virtual
at present and no longer a resource. Session agreed
that Heather will be the deciding party for the
office; Food Bank system yet to be determined.
Since the congregation will not be able to meet to
accept the new slate of officers in December,
alternatives were discussed including a mail ballot
or a Zoom meeting. Heather will consult with
Presbytery, as methods not allowed by the national
church in the past are being adjusted for the
pandemic. Will ascertain if we can mail a ballot the
week of Dec. 13, to be returned by Dec. 31.
HOUSING ALLOWANCE:
Motion made,
seconded and carried to designate $40,0000 of
Heather Hayes’ salary as housing allowance for
2021.
On-line worship services will continue at least
through January. There will be no December 2020
Stated Session Meeting.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:05 p.m. with
prayer that we reach out to those finding themselves
increasingly lonely as we move into Advent, and
that we be determined to be Christ to one another.
Respectfully submitted,
Betsy Caszatt
Rev. Heather Hayes 9
Clerk of Session
Moderator

Calendar
Friday Jan 1

Sunday Jan 17

Tuesday Jan 26

Happy New Year!

10:00 Virtual Worship
2:30 SEMP prep
4-5:00 SEMP Hand out

10am Gary Connors-Boe class
11am Women’s Bible Study
6:00 pm Worship Committee
7:00 pm Session

Church Office Closed
Sunday Jan 3
10:00 Virtual Worship &
communion
2:30 SEMP prep
4-5:00 SEMP Hand out

Tuesday Jan 5
10am Gary Connors-Boe class
5:30 pm Mission Committee
6pm CE Board Meeting

Wednesday Jan 6
5:30pm FPC Kids Connect
6pm Middle School
7pm High School

Sunday Jan 10
10:00 Virtual Worship
2:30 SEMP prep
4-5:00 SEMP Hand out

Tuesday Jan 19
10am Gary Connors-Boe class
6:00 pm Children’s Sub
Committee
6:30 pm Finance Committee
7:00 pm Youth Sub Committee

Wednesday Jan 20
5:00 Stewardship Meeting
5:30pm FPC Kids Connect
6pm Middle School
7pm High School

Sunday Jan 24

Wednesday Jan 27
5:30pm FPC Kids Connect
6pm Middle School
7pm High School

Sunday Jan 31
10:00 Virtual Worship
11:00 Annual Meeting on Zoom
2:30 SEMP prep
4-5:00 SEMP Hand out

1-2 Kendra Smiley
1-2 John Wagor
1-2 Suzanne Weems
1-3 Susan Gehring
1-3 Ted Healey
1-3 Eric Stark
1-5 Jane Dodd
1-6 Grace Agbodjan
1-6 Roxi McCrane
1-7 Justin Balvanz
1-7 Albert Christophersen
1-7 Charlie Eggert
1-8 Jack Walters
1-10 Amy Shoemaker
1-13 Catherine Crew

1-13 Jason Evans
1-13 Lisa Morris
1-14 Morgan Binder
1-14 Adraniece Herron
1-15 Michelle Ayewu
1-16 Caroline Gehring
1-17 Sam Tyler
1-17 Abigail Wilcox
1-18 Joanne Johnson
1-18 Ethel Knutson
1-18 Pauline Weber
1-19 Timothy Courtright
1-19 Kristopher Keuseman
1-21 Suzanne Barnes
1-21 Dave Hayes
1-21 Ruth Ann Herbert

1-22 John Baseler
1-22 Dee Davis
1-22 Charlotte Pence
1-23 Catherine Basile
1-23 Mary Hay
1-24 Joan Force
1-25 Steve Goettel
1-26 Mary Ellen Horak
1-27 Anne Horton
1-27 Darrel Wrider
1-29 Susannah Johnson
1-29 Pat Reed
1-30 Robert Courtright
1-31 Micah Jauhiainen
1-31 Aidan Wilcox

10:00 Virtual Worship
2:30 SEMP prep
4-5:00 SEMP Hand out

Tuesday Jan 12
11am Women’s Bible Study
5:30 pm Deacon Meeting

Wednesday Jan 13
5:30pm FPC Kids Connect
6pm Middle School
7pm High School

1/3/1944
Bob & Shirley Fisher

1/31/2015
Nancy Cobb & Terry Trimpe
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