March 2021

Preaching in March

Worshiping Together

Unexpected Series Continues

As we move into Lent, it is the intention of the
Session to remain worshiping primarily on-line
until Pentecost (May 23rd). Each week we will
gather virtually at 10:00 am for a mix of livestreamed and pre-recorded as has become our
practice. The recording of that worship will be
posted on the church’s YouTube channel for future
access.

Luke 15:1-32
Unexpected Priorities
Sometimes life doesn’t go as planned. We may be
tempted to cut our losses and move on. Yet in this
series of three parables, Jesus shares a different set
of priorities from God. God continues to reach out
with reconciling love in the hopes that no one is
lost.

Recordings: Each Monday we create a number of
DVDs (video) and CDs (sound only) for distribution
to congregation members who don’t have access to
online spaces. If you would like to be added to that
list and receive a worship recording mailed to you
each week, contact Stormy in the front office.

Luke 16:19-31
Unexpected Endings
In this uncomfortable parable, expectations about
class, rank, and responsibilities are set in stark
contrast. Jesus ties our lived faith in the here and
now to our eternal state.

Walk With Jesus
March 28th - Palm Sunday
Sign up for a time between Noon and 3pm

Luke 18:31-19:10
Unexpected Sight
Who is blind? Who can see? And who can
understand? In these two side-by-side stories of a
blind man and Zacchaeus the gospel plays with
the idea of sight and insight. Those who can see
seem most blind in their understanding of who
Jesus is and what Jesus came to do.

Luke 19:29-44
Colliding Expectations
As Jesus enters Jerusalem excitement runs high.
The crowds, the disciples, the temple leadership,
and Rome all convene with colliding expectations
about the order of this world, the place of faith
and practice in this life, and the implications of
the words “your kingdom come, your will be
done.” This collision sets in motion all the events
that will lead to the cross.

Join us for an immersive event that guides
individuals and families along Jesus' footsteps
during his last days on earth. Travel to Jerusalem for
Palm Sunday, sit down for the Last Supper, pray in
the Garden of Gethsemane, reflect on the sadness
of Good Friday, and celebrate the joy of
resurrection at the empty tomb that first Easter
morning.
This event is designed for families, individuals, or
“pandemic pods” to move through several socially
distanced stations as you experience Holy Week.
Masks will be required. Sign up for a time slot at
h t t p s : / / w w w. s i g n u p g e n i u s . c o m / g o /
10C0D4AADA622A4FAC07-walk

Palm Sunday Parade
Pave the Way With Branches
Be a part of our Palm Sunday Parade. Come down
to the church between 11:30-1:00 on Sunday,
March 14th or March 21st. We’ll have a palm to
wave (and take home) and record you singing our
traditional, “Pave the Way With Branches.” All these
individual recordings will be edited together and
provide the opening to our Palm Sunday worship
on the 28th.
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Sacred Space: Throughout Lent, our Gathering
Space and sanctuary will be open for personal
prayer, meditation and devotion on Thursdays and
Sundays between the hours of 11:30-1:00. Come
in, walk the labyrinth, spend quiet time in the
sanctuary, and be renewed. Pastor Heather will be
available for conversation and prayer during those
times.

Easter Sunday: On Easter Sunday we will have a
fully pre-recorded service available online accessed through the church website - beginning at
8:00am. In addition, weather permitting, we will
hold an informal Easter worship outdoors
incorporating some of our traditions such as brass
fanfare, flowering of the cross, and cascarones
(confetti eggs).

One Great Hour of Sharing
Offering Received March 28th- April 11th
Scripture reminds us time and again that God’s
people belong with those in need. In a world of
disaster, hunger, and oppression, millions of people
lack access to sustainable food sources, clean
water, sanitation, education, and opportunity. The
three programs supported by One Great Hour of
Sharing - Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, the
Presbyterian
Hunger
Program,
and
SelfDevelopment of People - all work in different ways
to serve individuals and communities in need. From
initial disaster response to ongoing community
development, their work fits together to provide
people with safety, sustenance, and hope
Through One Great Hour of Sharing, we build
God’s house and extend shelter to those who have
no place to stay, offer compassion to those who
have pain — be it physical, emotional or spiritual
— and we set a feast, with God, for those who lack
access to enough food to eat. We will be receiving
this special offering through our online giving
beginning on Palm Sunday and continuing through
the week after Easter. Or you can send a clearly
marked gift into the church office. We’ll be
highlighting the work made possible by this offering
until then. Please consider a special life-changing
gift this Easter Season.
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The Camino Challenge
The Family Table
Sundays @ 4pm

FPC Puzzlers
First Pres Puzzlers are off and running!
Love puzzles? Need some new ones to work? Join
this
group,
it's
easy!
Check out a puzzle at the beginning of the month,
complete it while initialing the last piece, sign your
name and comments to the attached journal, and
then return it for another. There is some talk about
creating a virtual puzzling event over Zoom everyone works on their own puzzles and chats.
Call into the church office or contact Pastor
Heather for a puzzle each month. You’ll be able to
request child/easy/challenging options. We’ll also
add you to the FPCPuzzlers Facebook page to share
your challenges, triumphs and post your progress.

4

There’s really nothing that brings people together
more than time in the kitchen. We’ve all been
missing sharing meals together. During the six
weeks of Lent we’ll be hosting an online Zoom
meeting featuring one of our members in the
kitchen sharing how to cook a favorite family (and
sometimes ethnic) dish. If you’d like to join along in
the cooking, we’ll have ingredient lists available
ahead of time. If you just want to watch…that’s fine
too! If you have to miss a week, we’ll post the
recipe and class video on the website after the fact.
March 7
Proctor Family Southern Iowa Ham Balls & Cheesy
Potatoes
March 14
DeEtta Anderson Yogurt Soup
March 21
Abby Wilcox's Lemony Almond Blueberry Cake
March 28
Kris Keuseman TBD

Lent & the Poetry of Mary Oliver
A small group of us have been enjoying the poetry
of Mary Oliver at the start of each day. If you'd like
to join in reading some poetry and considering
questions of faith and life its not too late to join in,
contact Pastor Heather. She’ll add you to the private
Facebook group for posting and conversation sharing favorite poems and images and connecting
Oliver’s words with one’s spiritual journey. All
poems will be taken from the book, Devotion,
though most of Oliver’s poetry can also be found
online.

The Camino challenge is off to a great start! We've
got a number of members and friends of First
Presbyterian who have submitted their miles
towards our virtual walk across France and Spain.
Be sure and check out the Facebook page
(facebook.com/groups/2974791239399885/)
to
follow along on the walk and post your own miles
to help us get to Santiago by Easter. Also, make sure
and watch Facebook and the weekly emails to find
times when we might return to church sponsored
prayer walks as the weather warms.
What is the Camino Challenge?
It's a fun virtual challenge for the entire
congregation. Take some time each day or each
week to get out and walk/run/bike/swim, around
your neighborhood, on a local path, or on your
treadmill. Then text/email/call in your distance (a
mile, 2miles, 10miles) to the church office or Pastor
Heather. Each week we’ll compile everyone’s miles
and move our marker farther along the Camino de
Santiago pilgrimage route. We’ll also post about
what sites we would have seen along our way.
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Study Opportunity

Lights, Camera….Action!

The Historical Jesus: A Seminary Level Look

Children’s Spring Musical

This study continues each Tuesday at 10:00am each
week through Easter. Gary Connors-Boe is leading
participants through a seminary level examination
of the historical Jesus. Drawing on the work of
James Dunn, E.P Sanders, John Meier, Gerd
Theisen, N.T. Wright, Dominic Crossan, Paula
Fredriksen and others, Gary will provide an up-todate scholarly assessment of Jesus’ life as it is
understood by our generation’s most respected first
century historians and New Testament scholars.
Join us if you can and get deeper into the onion of
who Jesus was, what he said, how he lived, why he
died, and what came after. Contact Gary or Pastor
Heather for more details.

Building on the success of the Christmas pageant,
Fred and Heather will be working on a children’s
spring musical to be the centerpiece of our worship
on Mother’s Day. While the particular piece hasn’t
been chosen yet, watch for a music practice playlist
to come out during March and filming to happen
during April, post-Easter.

FRIDAY, MARCH 5
11:50 AM - 1:00 PM
During Insight, we are continuing a study of the
events of the last week of Jesus’ life. Using the lens
of Jewish historical scholarship provided by Dr.
Amy- Jill Levine, we’ll dig deeper into the risks
Jesus took through his actions and his challenges
to the status quo. Pastor Heather will be leading
the class through Lent, via Zoom at the 9:00am
hour.

3•7
Teachings: Risking Challenge
3•14
First Dinner: Risking Rejection
3•21
Last Supper: Risking the Loss of Friends
3•28
Gethsemane: Risking Temptation
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(program begins at noon)
Faithful Leaders Working for Racial Justice
PASTOR ROB JOHNSON, No Justice No Peace;
Second Baptist Church of Ft Dodge
PASTOR LEE SCHOTT, Valley United Methodist
Church, West Des Moines
Register on their site or call 515.279.8715
if you have any questions.

Evening Book Group
The Evening Book Group will meet on Monday,
March 15, 6:30 p.m. As in recent months, we will
meet by Zoom with host Cynthia Burdakin
(cburdakin@hotmail.com, (248)701-2508).
The book for discussion is Things Fall Apart by
Chinua Achebe. This masterpiece, first published
in the U.S. in 1959, is a simple story of a strong
man whose life is dominated by fear and anger.
While uniquely African, the book reveals the
author’s keen awareness of the human qualities
common to all people.

Camp Wyoming
Summer Fun for Kids of All Ages
Looking for a camp experience for your kids this
summer? Consider Camp Wyoming, a Presbyterian
sponsored camp just a short drive away outside
Wyoming, Iowa. From parent-child weekends for
kindergartners to extreme sports camps for senior
highs, Camp Wyoming has something for
everyone. Brochures are available from Pastor
Heather or you can check them out online at
www.campwyoming.net.
As a reminder, our church supports your child’s
attendance at camp by paying half of the camp
tuition. If you need further assistance, don’t hesitate
to contact Pastor Heather. We want to make sure
that camp is accessible for all of FPC’s kids!

Virtual Sunday School Classroom.
Our Sunday school is staying virtual in the month
of March. You can access all the resources and
lessons on the virtual Sunday school link on our
website. The link takes you to our classroom where
you can explore through clicking your mouse on
various images. Find coloring sheets, information
on the season, videos teaching different portions of
the lesson, ideas for at-home practices and more.
Some of the information will be changed weekly
(lesson tied to worship) other pieces will stay up all
month. Come and check it out!
This month we’re welcoming new teachers; Kelli
Eggert, Cindy Monroe, Gwen Chofong & Sarah
Keuseman as we continue through Lent.

Women’s Bible Study
The Tuesday Morning Women’s Bible Study
continues to meet virtually at 11:00am on the
mornings of March 9th and 23rd. On the 9th we’ll
be discussing the Syrophoenician woman. On the
23rd we’ll turn to Martha. Pastor Heather will email
out Zoom links on the Monday prior, if you’d like
to join us just drop her an email to receive the link
and any materials needed for discussion.
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Session Notes
Tuesday, February 23, 2021
DISCUSSION ITEMS:
Capital Campaign Process & Goals (“Fulfilling
Christ’s Blueprint”): Connie Richardson presented
a pre-planning document outlining campaign
structure for Phase II fundraising. A short-term
committee will be convened to finalize the
campaign plan and will include Pastor Heather
Hayes, Stewardship committee member(s),
Campaign Chair, key Session members and
Deacons, as well as influential volunteers from the
congregation. This committee will create a working
goal, policies, timeline and budget and will
ultimately recommend the plan to Session. A
steering committee will be named to oversee the
campaign. The capital campaign will kick off after,
and not conflict with, the fall Stewardship
Campaign and will finish in 2022, during the First
Pres 175th Anniversary. A celebration of both events
is envisioned.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Christian Education : Youth are planning more
online programming; Children’s committee is
working on an interactive event for Holy Week
involving families scheduling individual times to
visit presentations throughout the church, as well
as a Flowering of the Cross for Easter and Easter
goody bags. Sue Goettel has agreed to be Session
representative on the CE Board.
Endowment: Reported the Cedar Rapids
Community Foundation showed a distribution to
First Presbyterian Church of $3,344. Committee is
taking up discussion of restricted accounts and
how they are to be used and will bring a
recommendation to Session.
Finance: Reviewed the January 2021 comparative
balance sheet analysis and income/expense
statements.
Fellowship: Continuing to plan virtual fellowship
events, including the current “The Family Table”
cooking events via Zoom (well-attended); jigsaw
puzzle sharing, and Camino Challenge (virtual
walk to Santiago de Compostela in Spain).
Media: Re-examining activities of this committee,
how it facilitates the work and communication
needs of Session committees, and proposing
changing the name to “Communications
Committee.” Have brainstormed actions re
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streaming of services, website navigation issues,
and communication pipeline from committees to
staff and Session.
Mission: Met this month and will meet again next
week to discuss distributions to local missions for
first quarter 2021. Talked about long-range goals for
the year, future mission trips and projects in our
own community. Discussed emergency purchase of
refrigerator using SEMP funds; discussions ongoing
with staff, Property committee and Memorials
committee for proper procedures in future.
Property : Recently discovered skylight damage
from August derecho. Selective Insurance will pay
total $118,475 proposed for replacement. Motion
made, seconded and approved to authorize
Rinderknecht to proceed with replacement of
skylights.
Fourth quarter invoice from T&K Roofing for $5200
-- Selective Insurance needs further detail. Tabled
for Selective’s analysis and report.
Rinderknecht Assoc. has billed $2500 for
inspection of bell tower for storm damage. Tabled
until Selective Insurance and Rinderknecht have
discussed.
Some damage has been sustained to lobby walls
from Food Bank currently using that space for
distribution. A wall protection panel and repainting
have been discussed. Heather asked guidance from
the Session re our 35-year history with the Food
Pantry and desire to maintain good relations. Tabled
until further information available.
Question was raised as to possible increase in our
insurance costs due to 2020 claim demands on the
insurance industry. Steve Kossayian will be meeting
with Selective Insurance for discussion.

Job Search

Souper Bowl Sunday Success

In the coming weeks, the A&P Committee will
begin the process of searching to fill three new parttime job openings at First Presbyterian.

A big shout out to congregation members and
youth who stepped up to tackle hunger on Souper
Bowl Sunday. Despite the cold, three carts of
groceries and over $400 were donated to the Linn
County Emergency Food Pantry. Thanks!

• Director of Youth Ministries
• Director of Pastoral Care
• Director of Discipleship & Engagement
Full job descriptions for each of these positions are
listed on our website. If you know someone you
think would be interested and a good fit for our
congregation, encourage them to apply by sending
a resume and cover letter to the church office, attn:
Rod Caszatt and Heather Hayes.

Stewardship: Still too early to tell if we have
reached our pledge target. Representative of the
committee will meet with Deb Proctor to assess
progress.
Worship & Music: Will offer worship online
through May 23 and reassess. Have reached out to
City of CR for permission to hold Easter Worship in
Greene Square.
Deacons: Pastor Heather and Paula Meyer
presented a 2-hr. retreat on grief and grieving,
further equipping the Deacons in their ministry to
the congregation.
Respectfully submitted,
Betsy Caszatt

Rev. Heather Hayes
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Calendar
Sunday

Monday
1

Tuesday

Wednesday Thursday
Friday
3
4
5
**WNA

Saturday
6

10
**WNA

11

12

13

17
**WNA

18

19

20

23
24
10:00 Gary
Connors-Boe Class **WNA
11:00 Women’s
Bible Study
6:00 Worship &
Music
7:00 Session

25

26

27

2
10:00 Gary
Connors-Boe Class
5:30 Mission
6:00 CE Board

7
*Sunday
Schedule

8

14
*Sunday
Schedule

15

21
*Sunday
Schedule

22

9
10:00 Gary
Connors-Boe Class
11:00 Women’s
Bible Study
5:30 Deacons

16

6:30 Evening 10:00 Gary
Book Group Connors-Boe Class
7:00 Finance

28
29
Palm Sunday
*Sunday
Schedule

30

31

1
*Maundy
Thursday

12-3 Walk
With Jesus

3/1 Rod Caszatt
3/2 Pierce Hoy
3/3 Denise Ellis
3/4 Carolyn Davis
3/4 Kelli Eggert
3/6 Bob Bouton
3/6 Don Vanous
3/7 Dick McGaughy
3/9 Molly Buresh
3/10 Dave Booth
3/10 Lexi Frese
3/11 Olivia Proctor
3/11 Kaye Williams
3/12 Lucas Smiley

03/2/1970
Art & Ada Potratz
3/9/1996
Laura Chadima-Beer & Jeff Beer

*Sunday Schedule:
10:00 Virtual Worship
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3/14 Jean Krusie
3/14 Paula Meyer
3/15 Sally Brause
3/15 Anna Ryder
3/15 Sue White
3/16 Summer Dawson
3/16 Brian Frese
3/17 Sarah Oldenkamp
3/17 Emily Smith
3/18 Beth Aalderks
3/18 Nancy Lackner
3/18 Elena Rasmussen
3/18 Casey Swain
3/18 Paige Weldon

03/13/1993
Mitch & Heather Golden

3/20 Joe Houtz
3/20 Leo Olson
3/20 Henlee Younger
3/22 Joan Beach
3/23 Joyce Whiteman
3/24 Kossi Kokou
3/24 Jill Ryder
3/25 Kristin Murphy
3/28 Matthew Smith
3/28 Brayden Stolba
3/29 Levi Adams
3/29 Jay Baker
3/30 Angela Davis Evans
3/31 Joan Riley
3/31 Brant Vermeer

03/17/1990
Dave & Holly Rasmussen
03/21/1992
Martha & Matt Wilding

**Wednesday Night Activities
5:30 FPC Kids
6:00 Middle School Youth Group
7:00 High School Youth Group
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