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Easter people, raise your voices,
sounds of heaven in earth should ring.
Christ has brought us heaven's choices;
Heavenly music, let it ring.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Easter people, let us sing.
As you are receiving this newsletter and thumbing
through its pages, we are anticipating or perhaps
have just celebrated the church's highest holy day,
Easter Sunday. After Lent's somber 40 days, we
explode with brass and boisterous Alleluias,
proclaiming that Christ is Risen indeed! Even this
year there is no containing the Easter joy - whether
you were online listening to Widor with organ and
brass, or singing through the streets of Cedar Rapids
and hearing the strains of Jesus Christ is Risen
Today bounce off the buildings downtown.
But it is only just a start. Easter Sunday marks the
beginning of what is a whole season of celebration
and reflection in the church. That season this year
will reach all the way from April 4th to the May
23rd celebration of Pentecost. It is a season where
we consider what it means in our daily lives and for
our world that Christ is risen. It is a season where
we examine what it means to live as Easter people,
people who live their lives as if the story just told
about Jesus being raised from the dead was really
true.

As we follow the appointed scripture for each
Sunday, we see concrete implications of what
happens when the resurrection takes hold of the
lives of individuals and communities. There is the
movement from hiding in fear to the courageous
witness. There is the gift of insight offered around
the common table with Christ. In the lessons
from Acts and the Epistles, we see marks of unity,
generosity, fellowship, and love. The individuals
who encounter the risen Christ in the power of
God’s Spirit aren’t just transformed as
individuals, but they are made into a new kind of
community, an “Easter people."
Sister Helen Prejean writes, “I pay attention to
what I do so I know what I believe.” This season
of Easter gives us time to wonder about how the
life that we each live - and the life of our
community of faith at First Presbyterian - bear
witness to the extraordinary love and great hope
of that resurrection moment so very long ago. We
may not yet fully be the “Easter people” that
God’s grace is forming us to be. Not yet. But
there are signs that Easter’s courage, peace,
unity, generosity, and forgiveness have begun to
infect our lives, witnessing to a reality greater
than ourselves.
This Easter amidst the joy and celebration of our
new lives in Christ, let us also celebrate the joy
of new life with others. Let us strive to become
an “Easter People” who know and reflect God’s
love through our love for one another —equally
beloved children of God.
Grace & peace,

Sermons for April
April 4th
Easter Sunday
Luke 24:1-12
The absence of Jesus’ body in the tomb points to his
presence in a new way for his friends and followers.

April 11th
First Sunday after Easter
Luke 24:13-35
On the Road
The themes of presence and absence continue in
Luke’s gospel as the post-resurrection Christ
journeys with some followers on the road to
Emmaus. How can we recognize Christ’s presence
with us as we move into a post-Covid world?

April 18th
Second Sunday after Easter
Acts 6:1—7:2a, 44-60
To Be the Church
Our passage this week shares a glimpse of the
process by which this bunch of followers of Jesus
and those who have heard of his message and
resurrection begin to organize themselves into a
community that cares for each other and has a
message to share.

Covid Update
As vaccine rollout continues and we look toward
being able to gather in more normal ways, the
Session has tasked a small group of its members to
create a process for return to indoor, in-person
worship. They will begin their work after Easter and
look forward to our ability to worship together in
one space in the coming weeks.
The Session is also committed, however, to
returning to having an in-person option by May
23rd - Pentecost Sunday. On that Sunday we will
be having a "Spring Rally Sunday" with games &
activities in Greene Square and a sponsored picnic
after church. There will be an in-person worship
option that day - either indoors or outdoors in the
park, dependent on the task force's work. We hope
to see you there!

Camino Challenge Complete!
Whoo hoo! We made it! Over the six weeks of Lent
over 25 FPC members and friends logged 1,406
miles towards our Camino Challenge surpassing the
number of miles needed to virtually walk from Le
Puy-en-Velay in France to Santiago in Spain. Some
walked, some ran, some biked...and we even had
some swimming miles. Thanks to all who
participated and here's looking forward to a time
when our adventures don't have to be virtual!

April 25th
Third Sunday after Easter
Preaching: Rev. Ted Miller
For the last week of April and the first weeks of
May, we will be enjoying preaching by some of the
people who are part of First Presbyterian’s past. The
Rev. Ted Miller and the Revs. Larry and Margaret
Hayward all served First Presbyterian in preaching
and pastoral leadership and leading Christian
Education through the 90’s & 2000’s. The Rev.
Jennifer (Hughes) Jennings grew up at First
Presbyterian and is now serving the church in
Wilton, Iowa. All were delighted to be a part of the
FPC worship leadership remotely during the weeks
which Pastor Heather will be focussing on pastoral
visitation.
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Fellowship Event: Reaching Out
Plan on saving some time later this month to
participate in a card-making fellowship event.
Learn and practice some ways to make decorative
cards to share with others. Everyone will be able to
create some May Day cards as you follow along,
then we'll collect the cards to be filled with hopefilled messages and shared with local care centers.
Details are still be worked out, so watch your
weekly emails!

One Great Hour of Sharing
Offering Received March 28th- April 11th
Scripture reminds us time and again that God’s
people belong with those in need. In a world of
disaster, hunger, and oppression, millions of people
lack access to sustainable food sources, clean
water, sanitation, education, and opportunity. The
three programs supported by One Great Hour of
Sharing - Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, the
Presbyterian
Hunger
Program,
and
SelfDevelopment of People - all work in different ways
to serve individuals and communities in need. From
initial disaster response to ongoing community
development, their work fits together to provide
people with safety, sustenance, and hope
Through One Great Hour of Sharing, we build
God’s house and extend shelter to those who have
no place to stay, offer compassion to those who
have pain — be it physical, emotional or spiritual
— and we set a feast, with God, for those who lack
access to enough food to eat. We will be receiving
this special offering through our online giving
beginning on Palm Sunday and continuing through
the week after Easter. Or you can send a clearly
marked gift into the church office. We’ll be
highlighting the work made possible by this offering
until then. Please consider a special life-changing
gift this Easter Season.
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The Evening Book Group

will meet on
Monday, April 19, 6:30 p.m. As in recent months,
we will meet by Zoom with host Cynthia Burdakin
(cburdakin@hotmail.com, (248)701-2508). The
book for discussion is The Authenticity Project by
Clare Pooley. An artist, believing that most people
are not honest with each other, writes in a plain
green journal the truth about his own life and
leaves the journal in a local cafe. From there, the
journal finds its way through several hands who in
turn write truths about themselves. Soon the
people doing the writing meet each other in
person. This novel is a story about consequences
of being brave and putting ones real self forward.

Women’s Bible Study

Thank you for family table

The Tuesday Morning Women’s Bible Study will
continue their study of Women of the Bible.
Meeting virtually, we’ll be together at 11:00am on
the mornings of April 13th & 27th. On the 13th
we’ll be Mary, the sister of Martha, and on the 27th
we turn to Salome, the mother of James and John.
Pastor Heather will email out Zoom links on the
Monday prior, if you’d like to join us just drop her
an email to receive the link and any materials
needed for discussion.

A big thank you to all who volunteered their time,
shared their recipes, and invited us into their homes
and kitchens for the FPC Family Table. A fun time
was had gathering, talking, and learning some new
food favorites from our FPC families. The recipes
and videos are up on the Family Table page on our
website (check under the Connect tab) if you want
to check them out or refresh your memory on how
to make something.

Prayer Walks

Lemony Almond Blueberry Cake from

Beginning April 14th
Wednesdays, Noon-1 @ the Church
The weather has officially turned to spring and
we've got sunny days and warmer temps on the
horizon. Last spring at the outset of the pandemic,
we hosted a series of prayer walks at the local high
school tracks until they were shut down for the lock
down. This spring we're resurrecting (no pun
intended!) the practice with a little tweak.
We're not able to use the high school tracks
because -yay!- the schools are holding in-person
learning. So instead we'll be meeting at the church
and using the downtown trail that runs along the
railway for our path. Join us at noon for a time of
conversation and prayer and a devotion. Then we'll
head out for a walk along the downtown trail. Hope
to see you there!

Abby Wilcox

Beigle from Karen Carver

Minimalist’s Paella from Kris Keuseman

Pastoral Connections
FPC Kid’s Annual Spring Musical
virtual presentation

Mother’s Day ~ Sunday, May 9, 2021.
Recording sessions:
Saturday, May 1 from 9:00am - 11:00am
Sunday, May 2 from 1:00pm – 3:00pm.
Mark your calendars. More details to follow ~ stay
tuned!
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Visits This Spring
Pastor Heather will be getting her second
vaccination shot on April 8th and have the full force
of the vaccination on April 22nd. This will allow her
to do in-person visits in hospitals and senior living
communities safely. In conversation with the
Session, she will be shifting her responsibilities for
several weeks to focus on pastoral care and visiting
members. She will be calling to set up visit times,
but feel free to contact her also if you’d like a visit
either in your home, at the church, or at another
venue of your choosing.

Yellow Pea Soup from Cindy Monroe

Ham Balls & Potatoes from Chad Proctor
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Stained Glass Repair

Camp Wyoming
Graduating Seniors

Summer Fun for Kids of All Ages

Is your child graduating from high school or from
college?
We’ll
be
celebrating
their
accomplishments as the 2020-21 school year
comes to a close. We’d love to have pictures and
plans to share with the congregation. Contact

A week at summer camp is an experience like no
other. Thousands of adults look back on the
formative years of their childhood and identify
summer camp as one of the most integral
experiences that helped make them who they are
today. Countless successful CEO’s, actors and
actresses, musicians, politicians, religious leaders,
and the like attended camp as a child. Summer
camp always has and continues to be a place
where kids and youth can grow and learn in a
cooperative environment set apart from the pace of
the “real world”.

Pastor Heather or Stormy with questions.

Study Opportunity
The Historical Jesus: A Seminary Level Look
This study continues each Tuesday at 10:00am each
week. Gary Connors-Boe is leading participants
through a seminary level examination of the
historical Jesus. Drawing on the work of James
Dunn, E.P Sanders, John Meier, Gerd Theisen, N.T.
Wright, Dominic Crossan, Paula Fredriksen and
others, Gary will provide an up-to-date scholarly
assessment of Jesus’ life as it is understood by our
generation’s most respected first century historians
and New Testament scholars. Join us if you can and
get deeper into the onion of who Jesus was, what he
said, how he lived, why he died, and what came
after. Contact Gary or Pastor Heather for more
details.

FRIDAY, APRIL 2

As many of you know, we received damage to our
stained glass window in our sanctuary from the
Derecho in August and have had the pleasure to
work with Bovard Studios throughout the repair
process. Recently we received a letter from the Vice
President of Bovard stating “You have a real
treasure in this window. In over 40 years of stained
glass work, across the country, I have not seen this
combination of materials and meticulous
craftsmanship, nor have I seen a decorative stained
glass window of this size made by the Luxfer Prism
company. Usually, we find Luxfer Prism Company
windows in zinc prism glass transforms in very old
storefront buildings. Your window is a very rare
find.” We have been blessed with such an amazing
piece of work in our space and we look forward to
worshipping together again in the very near future.

This year summer camp is back at Camp Wyoming.
With smaller enrollments, changes in some of the
camp procedures, and new equipment such as
cabin air filtration systems, the camp is ready to
safely welcome campers and give them a chance to
learn more about who they are and who they want
to become as they grow in their faith in Jesus Christ.
If you have any questions or are seeking more
information about enrollment, head over to
www.campwyoming.net. The church supports
campers by paying half the cost of camp.
Additional funds are available for those in
particular financial need or families sending
multiple children. Contact Pastor Heather for more
information.

11:50 AM - 1:00 PM
Why Do We Have to Talk About Race?
ANTHONY ARRINGTON, Managing Partner,
Top Rank Talent Solutions
This presentation will provide a basic foundation of
the terms diversity, equity, inclusion, and
engagement and how they must all work together,
along with true self-reflection and accountability,
in order to improve race relations of all kinds.
Register on their site or call 515.279.8715 if you
6have any questions.
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Endowment…
Walk With Jesus- Thank you!
Thank you to all those who organized,
led, and participated in our Walk With
Jesus event on Palm Sunday. We had a
great time experiencing and learning
about the events of Holy Week.

More Than Enough
“The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will
also reap sparingly, and the one who sows
bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each of you
must give as you have made up your mind, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a
cheerful giver. And God is able to provide you with
every blessing in abundance, so that by always
having enough of everything, you may share
abundantly in every good work. As it is written, ‘He
scatters abroad, he gives to the poor; his
righteousness endures forever.’” —2 Corinthians
9:6-9, NRSV

Your church also shares abundantly in every
good work by using our endowment, both the
managed portfolio and the church fund at the
Greater Cedar Rapids Community Foundation,
to sustain and enhance ministry and help the
needy. 1st Pres’s endowment is here for now and
forever. You can increase our ability to help
forever with these tax-wise gifts to endowment:
highly appreciated securities, a portion of your
stimulus check, or a rollover of RMD funds.
Questions? Please contact Pastor Heather
(heather@fpccr.org ) or Connie Richardson,
endowment
and
memorial
committee
chairperson (connie22richardson@yahoo.com).

This month we mark a year living with the COVID19 pandemic, with its devastating death toll and
the havoc it has inflicted on people’s lives and
livelihoods. Despite all the changes the pandemic
has forced us to make, many have not suffered
financially. In fact, there has been unprecedented
growth in financial markets, and real estate sales
have been booming. Some feel an embarrassment
of riches, and now are contemplating receiving an
additional stimulus check. What to do as a follower
of Christ’s teachings?
Many have shared with family and friends, and
publicly in opinion letters to newspapers, that their
thoughtful and prayerful consideration about the
use of their stimulus check windfall has led them to
intentionally support local business, give very
generous tips to front-line workers, and increase
their giving to food banks, shelters, and other
human service agencies.
In a year when those over 70 and a half were not
required to take a minimum distribution from their
IRA accounts, the market value of many of these
accounts has increased by double digits. Portfolios
outside of retirement have also increased. Capital
gains are lurking in our spreadsheets. What to do as
a follower of Christ’s teachings?
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Paul has a solution in his second letter to the
Corinthians: “And God is able to provide you with
every blessing in abundance, so that by always
having enough of everything, you may share
abundantly in every good work.”

Job Search
In the coming weeks, the A&P Committee will
begin the process of searching to fill three new parttime job openings at First Presbyterian.
• Director of Youth Ministries
• Director of Pastoral Care
• Director of Discipleship & Engagement
Full job descriptions for each of these positions are
listed on our website. If you know someone you
think would be interested and a good fit for our
congregation, encourage them to apply by sending
a resume and cover letter to the church office, attn:
Rod Caszatt and Heather Hayes.
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Calendar
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
1

Friday
2

Saturday
3

11:30-1:00
11am
Sacred Space Intersections
7pm Maundy
Thursday
Service

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

15

16

17

22

23

24

29

30

Easter Sunday Office Closed 10:00 Gary
8:00 am Virtual
Service
9:30
Processional
10:00 am
Easter in Park

12-1 Prayer
Connors-Boe Class
5:30 pm Mission Walk
Committee
6:00 pm C.E. Board

11
*Sunday
Schedule

12

18
*Sunday
Schedule

19

25
*Sunday
Schedule

14
**WNA

10:00 Gary
Connors-Boe Class
11:00 Women’s
12-1 Prayer
Bible Study
Walk
5:30 Deacons
20
21
10:00
Gary
6:30 Evening
**WNA
Book Group Connors-Boe Class
6:00 Children's Sub 12-1 Prayer
Committee
7:00 pm Finance Walk
Committee
7:00 pm Youth Sub
Committee
27
28
26
10:00 Gary
**WNA
Connors-Boe Class
12-1 Prayer
11:00 Women’s
Walk
Bible Study
6:00 Worship &
Music
7:00 Session

*Sunday Schedule:
10:00 Virtual Worship

10

13

**Wednesday Night Activities
5:30 FPC Kids
6:00 Middle School Youth Group
7:00 High School Youth Group

4/1 Carolyn Crew
4/1 John Monroe
4/1 Alan Naylor
4/1 Erin Spellman
4/1 Vin Ward
4/2 Karen Nelson
4/2 Christine Wagner-Hecht
4/3 Laura Chadima-Beer
4/4 Heather Hayes
4/4 Mary Noland-Houtz
4/5 Michael Miller
4/6 Jane Looker
4/6 Matt Mitchell
4/6 Deb Proctor
4/6 Claire Streevy
4/7 Shelby Stark
4/8 Macy Bryner

4/8 Barbara Cole
4/11 Charlie Rohde
4/11 Scott Stevenson
4/12 Ryan Buresh
4/12 Tim Kossayian
4/13 Barbara Hughes
4/14 Sarah Richardson
4/15 Olivia Bryner
4/15 Brian Mollman
4/16 Marty Brown
4/16 Dave Kutter
4/17 Jay Aisenbrey
4/17 Will McInally
4/18 Betsy Caszatt
4/18 Steve White
4/19 Meggie Missall
4/19 Gerald Shirk
4/19 David Virden

4/19 Kristen Wilcox
4/20 Steve Barry
4/20 B J Klinger
4/20 Matt Stolba
4/21 Dave Davidson
4/21 Lois Willhoite
4/22 L. Minor Barnes
4/23 Lauren Beer
4/24 Jacob Wagner
4/26 Johanna Hayes
4/26 John Van Heukelom
4/26 Judith Wagner
4/27 Ted Miller
4/28 Glenna Houtz
4/28 Matt Spellman
4/30 Nolan Evans
4/30 Clete Younger

04/1/1995
Joe Houtz & Mary NolandHoutz

4/11/1976
Albert & Julie Christophersen

4/23/1977
Scott & Diane Stevenson

4/19/1969
Ed & Mary Ellen Horak

4/28/1990
Robert Bott & Caroline
Giddings

4/7/1984
Herbert & Judy Isenberg
04/11/1969
Bob & Sue Latham

4/20/1990
Chuck & Dee Davis

4/30/2005
Justin & Allison Adams
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