July 2021
As we’ve been preparing to send JoJo off to college
in Vermont this fall, we’ve been reminiscing as a
family about the last time we spent time that far
east. Dave was doing some work with the
University of Vermont Law School, but I was
spending much of the day in our secluded, red,
farmhouse with a three, a five and a seven year old.
With no tv, wifi, or electronics, we found a number
of ways to wile away the time. We have a bunch of
little video clips of the girls and I out on the lawn,
them armed with craft scissors trying to “mow” a
path by cutting individual blades of grass. A
completely futile project, of course, but one that
had us out in the sun, laughing and giggling, the
girls completely occupied doing nothing.
Some might say we were wasting away the time,
working at nothing, practicing nothing, producing
nothing. Really, however, the time was anything
but a waste. One of my favorite poets, Mary Oliver,
has a beautiful piece entitled, Summer. In it she
speaks of slowing down, of being idle, and in doing
so, creating the space to be able to pay attention to
something so simple as a grasshopper nibbling on
sugar. Once that space is created, she surmises,
there is room for deep gratitude and praise. Paying
attention as prayer.
The stories of creation we find in our scripture
point to the importance, not only of the work of
creation, but also of rest. Sabbath rest is a moment
to pay attention, and to deeply sense the good that
is a part of our world. We are meant to live, though
sometimes we forget it, in a rhythm of doing and
being, of work and rest. My hope is this month that
we all are able to find some of that Sabbath time,
to wile away the hours working at nothing,
practicing nothing, producing nothing.

And that in that wondrous nothingness, we will be
able to pay attention and sink into gratitude for our
life and our world.

The Summer Day
Who made the world?
Who made the swan, and the black bear?
Who made the grasshopper?
This grasshopper, I meanthe one who has flung herself out of the grass,
the one who is eating sugar out of my hand,
who is moving her jaws back and forth instead of
up and downwho is gazing around with her enormous and
complicated eyes.
Now she lifts her pale forearms and thoroughly
washes her face.
Now she snaps her wings open, and floats away.
I don't know exactly what a prayer is.
I do know how to pay attention, how to fall down
into the grass, how to kneel down in the grass,
how to be idle and blessed, how to stroll through
the fields,
which is what I have been doing all day.
Tell me, what else should I have done?
Doesn't everything die at last, and too soon?
Tell me, what is it you plan to do
with your one wild and precious life?
—Mary Oliver

The music surrounding and supporting our worship
has always been a special part of the heritage and
tradition at First Presbyterian, and we have been
blessed with a series of gifted musicians that have
shared their talents with us. Most recent in the line
of illustrious organists that have graced our bench
has been Neal Marple. Neal’s gift to us stretches
beyond technical proficiency, but includes a
particular sensitivity to the ways in which music
enhances all aspects of our gathering. From a
whimsical nod to the Star Wars musical catalog on
May 4th to the somber themes of the French
national anthem being woven through the postlude
after a mass shooting in that country, Neal’s ability
to both play beautifully and respond to the order of
the day has been greatly appreciated throughout
our congregation.
It is with sadness, therefore, that I share Neal has
informed us of his retirement as the primary
organist at First Presbyterian. Despite his
enjoyment of the congregation, the choir, and his
collegial relationship with Director of Music, Fred
Kiser, he is at a season in his life where the amount
of time to select and prepare music to the quality
he desires on a weekly basis is unsustainable. As
we move forward, Neal will remain connected to
our congregation as Organist Emeritus, helping us
care for and tend to our organ and playing in
worship on an occasional basis. In the coming
days, the A&P Committee will begin the process of
searching for a new organist. In the meantime, we
are fortunate indeed to have Fred Kiser able and
willing to provide leadership on the organ and
piano through the summer. Finding a new organist,
especially one that approaches Neal’s caliber, will
be no easy task, but we trust in the Spirit’s leading
and covet your prayers for the process. Thank you.
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Worship In July & August

Children & Family Ministry Gatherings

FPXperience

As we try to be attentive to changing best-practices
and the needs of our congregation, we will be
tweaking our worship offerings for the remainder of
the summer. We will be ending our outdoor
9:00am service because the attendance suggests it
is something that is not needed at this time. Our
10:15 sanctuary service will shift slightly earlier to
start on the top of the hour at 10:00am.
Also, we will shift our masking practices to being
mask-optional for those who have been vaccinated.
We will still request that those who are not yet
vaccinated please mask up.

Do you have children living in your home? Then we
would like your input in an important conversation.
We want to be intentional about the opportunities
we offer this upcoming school year for worship,
spiritual growth (Christian education), and
fellowship. Would you help us?
You are invited to join a facilitated conversation
where we discuss the what, how, when, and even
where of children and families ministry.
Please join us:
Thursday, July 22nd at 6 p.m. at Indian Creek
Nature Center (during VBS) OR
Sunday, July 25th immediately following worship
(around 11:10) at church in the Parent Fellowship
Room on the 2nd floor (first door and first room on
the right of the stairwell).

Wednesday’s 5:30-7:30
We’re off to a strong start this summer experiencing
our community and the joy of fellowship together.
Come and join us for a week…or more. Each
Wednesday we meet up and experience another
part of our community, share in some fun, and
enjoy being God’s people together. Sack dinner
provided upon request; must make reservation at
church office Monday ahead of time to allow
volunteers time to prepare. ALL ages invited.
Perfect opportunity for seasoned members to enjoy
our young people. More details will be available on
the website and FaceBook.

Thank You from RYLA!
In June, FPC was able to support young leaders
from across Iowa by providing space for the RYLA
counselor training weekend. Members Dave &
Betsy Kutter and Rochelle Naylor have long been
involved in Iowa’s RYLA (Rotary Youth Leadership
Awards) conference, developing confidence and
self esteem in young people while sharing
leadership skills and principles. In the scramble this
summer to restart post-Covid, we were able to offer
our space to enable that program to go forward.
What a blessing that we have a great space to share
in a gesture of Christian hospitality!

The Evening Book Group

will meet on
Monday, July 19, 6:30 p.m., in the home of Nan
Riley, 5300 Lakeside Rd, Marion (289-4495). The
book for discussion is The Thursday Murder Club by
Richard Osman. In this book, four residents of a
retirement village meet weekly (on Thursday) to
discuss unsolved crimes. Suddenly the group find
themselves in the middle of their first live case.
They set to work finding unorthodox ways to help
(or get in the way of) the local police force
attempting to solve the case. The author has
provided us with an enjoyable summertime read.

Lift Every Voice & Sing!
From our beginnings in ancient Israel, to the early
church, and throughout Christian history,
congregational singing has included hymns,
psalms, and spiritual songs. In our services of
worship, we often sing several hymns or songs
along with various pieces of service music (a
doxology, for example). At no time in the history of
the church have we had available to us such a
variety of congregational song.
Look in the index of any mainline denomination’s
hymnal or songbook published in the last 20 years
and you will find early church chants, Reformationera chorales and hymns, early American folk tunes,
nineteenth-century
gospel
hymns, African
American spirituals, contemporary Christian praise
and worship choruses, short songs from the Taizé
and Iona communities, and hymns and songs from
around the world in languages, rhythms, and styles
very different from one another. The variety, while
initially overwhelming, is also an exciting gift to the
church. Congregational singing has the ability to
unite our hearts and voices not only with those with
whom we sing in worship, but with the church
through all times and in all places. Spend some
time in worship this summer, flipping through the
hymnal, revisiting the old familiars but perhaps
discovering something new. What a blessing it is to
make a joyful noise!

July 7 - Bever Park Zoo & Goat Yoga* Followed by
Band Concert *need to make a reservation for
goat yoga
July 14 -Sing-along, Tour and Ice Cream in Ely
July 21 - Vacation Bible School Week - no FPX
July 28 - Fishing at Secret Location

Operation Creation VBS
We are super excited about our creation-based
vacation Bible school this year. We will be digging
into science, art, and maybe a little dirt to discover
the ways that God‘s beautiful creation connect with
the truth of God’s love that we find in the Bible.
Come learn ways to care for birds, bugs, bees,
butterflies, animals, and people too as we love God
through loving others.
Held primarily outside at Greene Square (and at
Indian Creek Nature Center on the last night) the
program will run from 5:30-7:30 pm, July 19th22nd and include dinner. Watch your email,
Facebook, and the Gathering Space for
opportunities to sign up.
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Congrats Grads!

Ryan Kiser

Mia Frese

Ben Wilding

Olivia Bryner
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Nick Tow

Ryan Kiser is graduating from Prairie, and will be attending
St. Olaf college. He enjoys participating in music including
Showchoir and choir! Ryan is the son of Fred and Heidi Kiser
and brother of Todd.
Daniel Nelson is graduating from Prairie and will be taking a
year off from school to work and working towards auto
mechanical school. He participated in Boy Scouts and band.
Daniel is the son of Matt and Karen Nelson and sibling of
Rachel & Elliott.
Ben Wilding is graduating from Kennedy and will attend the
University of Iowa. He enjoys Baseball, Magic the Gathering,
and participated in the Mentors in Violence Program,
Kennedy Lettuce Club, and Teens Against Human Trafficking.
Ben is the son of Matt & Martha Wilding and the brother of
Jake & Bill.
Lucas Smiley is graduating from Linn_Mar and will attend
Marshalltown Community College for their powerline
technician program.
He enjoyed football, track and
wrestling. Lucas participated in Fellowship of Christian
Athletes and enjoyed design, engineering & manufacturing
classes. He received the Outstanding Senior Award; The
P.R.I.D.E. of Linn-Mar Seniors Award; Marshalltown
Community Last Dollar Scholarship; Honor Roll with
Honors. Lucas is the son of Van and Sheryl Smiley and the
brother of Kendra and Megan.
Nick Tow is graduating from Jefferson and will be attending
Kirkwood and Iowa State to work on an Engineering degree.
Nick enjoys soccer, golf, baseball, NHS, and service club.
He was also valedictorian. Nick is the son of James & Tracy
Tow and brother to Adam.
Mia Frese graduated from Linn-Mar and will be attending
Iowa State to pursue her degree. Mia was a multi-sport
athlete, competing in volleyball, basketball, and soccer. She
also participated in the National Honors Society, Student
Council, Student Ambassadors, Teens Reaching Youth,
Students Opposed to Drugs and Alcohol, Suicide Prevention
Week, and Prom Committee. Mia received MVC All
Academic
Honors, Academic All-State, Academic
Achievement with Distinction (all 4 years of high school),
and was Student of the Week for the Marion Newspaper. Mia
is the daughter of Brian & Wendy Frese, sister to Rylie & Lexi.
Olivia Bryner graduated from Kennedy where she was a four
year varsity letter winner for soccer. She also competed in
club soccer throughout her high school years for CRSA.
Olivia will be attending Truman State University where she
will be majoring in health sciences and competing in soccer
at the collegiate level. Academically, Olivia was
valedictorian, member of the National Honor Society and
the Science National Honor Society, and participant in the
National Council on Youth Leadership. She received the
Service Above Self award and was an All State banner winner
in Speech for Reader’s Theater. Olivia is daughter of Dave &
Carrie Bryner and sister to Macy & Maclane.

Session Notes
MOTION: To present an offer to Rev. Stasia Fine to join
the staff of First Presbyterian Church in the part-time
position of Director of Discipleship and Engagement
beginning June 7, 2021. MOTION MADE, SECONDED
and CARRIED unanimously.
Masking Policy for Indoor Worship: As we move to insanctuary worship option beginning May 30, the
Session discussed policy and practices for masking
inside the FPC building.
MOTION: To reaffirm the existing policy requiring
masks inside the church building and sanctuary for the
month of June. The policy will be re-evaluated at the
Stated Session meeting each month thereafter.
MOTION MADE, SECONDED and CARRIED.
Christian Education Reported work on VBS in July with
a theme of environment and caring for the earth, as well
as Wednesday night family-friendly summer activities
outdoors.
ENDOWMENT Presented Endowment financials and
reported on forms designed for committees in
requesting use of memorial funds.
MOTION: In order to align one of the Church’s
endowed funds more closely with Christian values, the
Endowment and Memorial Committee recommends
moving the First Presbyterian Church Friends Fund at
the Greater Cedar Rapids Community foundation from
the Endowment Pool to the ESC (Environmental, Social
and Governance) Pool. Currently, and in recent years,
the performance of the ESG Pool has been stronger or
about the same as the Endowment Pool.
FINANCE Reported that we are currently in a good
financial position. It has been a rough year for pledges,
but coming out of the pandemic, the committee can see
moving back to a more normal financial rhythm.
MOTION: To receive the Financial Report for April
2021.
PROPERTY Roof repair has been delayed due to
trucking issues; shingles should arrive in a few weeks.
Pastor Heather, Dave Crew and Rod Caszatt have been
working on sound and video equipment updates,
meeting several times in the sanctuary with Jim Wood
from St. Mark’s Lutheran and video consultant Wayne
Anderson. Testing is being conducted this week and
sound progress to-date should be evident immediately,
with further investment in video equipment and
volunteers to run it. Session unanimously agreed to gift
cards for both Jim and Wayne who have been very
generous with their time and expertise.
MOTION: To expand the rental footprint of the RISE
program for at-risk youth and those recently released
from incarceration. Expansion includes a 6-month
lease, at $500 per month, for office space and two
rooms previously used by Family Promise in our
downstairs level.

7/11
Prayer
Remi Andrews
Beacon Therapy
7/18 & 7/25
Distasters & Neighborhoods
Cedar Rapids City Counsil
& VP Hatch Development

Neighborhood Meals
It's time for Week 2!
Neighborhood Meals & Enrichment Program,
housed in the lower level of St. Paul’s United
Methodist Church, provides a sack lunch meal
Monday through Friday throughout the summer for
anyone that is hungry. The dates for the second First
Pres volunteer week are July 12-16. If you are able
to please sign up on their website here: https://
neighborhoodmeals.org/volunteer
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Calendar
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
2

Saturday
3

8

9

10

15

16

17

Neighborhood Meals
21
22

23

24

30

31

1

Friday

12:00 pm
Optimist Club
1:00 pm
Serendipity
Book Club

4
*Sunday
Schedule

5

6

7

11
*Sunday
Schedule
8:15 Adult
Ed
Committee

12

18
*Sunday
Schedule

20
19
6:30 Evening 7:00 pm Finance
Book Group Committee

Office Closed 5:30 pm Mission 5:30
FPXpereince Committee
Independence
6:30 pm C.E. Board Bever Park,
Day
Children & Youth Goat Yoga,
Band Concert

13

14

5:30 Deacons
Meeting

5:30
FPXpereince
Ely Sing
Along, Tour &
Ice Cream

7/1 Katie Beer
7/1 Sarah Dodd
7/2 Ron Moore
7/3 Joanne Buresh
7/3 Cass Zimmerman
7/4 Sue Arthaud
7/4 Darby Winger
7/5 Jordan Afangbedji
7/5 Marcia Smith
7/5 Steve Stramel
7/5 Tracy Zimmerman
7/6 Peter Edmondson
7/6 Sue McGaughy
7/6 Willa Olson
7/7 Komlan Ayewu
7/7 Judy Isenberg
7/8 Jenna Fischer
7/8 Madelyn Witt

7/10 Allen Armbrecht
7/10 Taylor Courtright
7/10 Bob Fisher
7/11 Oliver Davis
7/11 Sylvia Popelka
7/12 Amy Arthurs
7/12 Robert Bott
7/12 Evie Gehring
7/14 Dave McInally
7/15 Cairo Dinicola
7/15 Claire Ottemoeller
7/15 Delaney Steenblock
7/15 Jackson Witt
7/16 Von Elbert
7/16 Ellen Houtz
7/17 Jameson Mollman
7/17 Nick Tow
7/18 Mary Ann Kucera
7/18 Lisa Lamb

7/21 Victor Houzou
7/21 Bob Naujoks
7/24 Luann Astor
7/24 John Burdakin
7/24 Gus Keuseman
7/27 Evan Adams
7/27 Laura Cummings
7/27 Joshua Dixson
7/27 Steven Dodd
7/27 Brantley Elwick
7/27 Delaney Golden
7/27 Mark Musker
7/27 Ann Schley
7/29 Julie Christophersen
7/29 Lila Morris
7/30 Amanda Brause
7/30 Connie Richardson
7/31 Mary Ann Peters
7/31 Hallie Younger

7/1/1992
Dave & Martha Booth

7/12/ 2008
Corbin & Sarah Mollman

7/20/2013
Mike & Beth Davies

7/1/1978
Gary & Denise Ellis

7/14/2001
Ted & Sally Miller

7/21/1979
Barbara & Richard Wagner

7/1/1961
Dick & Sue McGaughy

7/14/2012
Megan & Tim Wesbrook

7/22/2006
Clete & Hallie Younger

7/2/2005
Jaime & Chad Weldon

7/15/1961
Warren & Joan Chadima

7/25/2015
Morgan & Ron Binder

7/3/1994
Steve & Audrey Kossayian

7/19/1980
Harold & Marty Brown

VBS 5:30-7:30 pm
25
*Sunday
Schedule

26

27
6:00 Worship &
Music
7:00 Session

*Sunday Schedule:
10:00 Sanctuary Worship & LiveStream
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28
29
5:30
FPXpereince
Fishing @
Secret
Location
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