June 2021
For you were called to freedom, brothers and
sisters; only do not use your freedom as an
opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love
become slaves to one another. For the whole law
is summed up in a single commandment, “You
shall love your neighbor as yourself.” Galatians
5:13-14
I have become all things to all people so that by
all possible means I might save some. I do all this
for the sake of the gospel, that I may share in its
blessings. 1 Corinthians 9:22-23
Throughout Paul’s ministry and across a variety of
fledgling faith communities, Paul seeks to address
through his letters a number of church conflicts,
theological debates, and disputes over community
practices. These range from the nature and reality
of Jesus’ resurrection to the correct foods to bring
to or eat at a church supper and span the
complexities of ministry and congregational life.
One theme, however, is woven through his
responses. It is the theme of servanthood and a
willingness to give of oneself, even sacrificially, for
the sake of embodying the gospel and imitating the
life of Christ. Again and again Paul celebrates the
freedom we receive as followers of Jesus and by the
grace of God. Yet in the same breath he exhorts us
to walk alongside all kinds of people, drawing
them to God, even if it means voluntarily setting
aside that freedom. For Paul, freedom is not meant
for “self-indulgence” but as an opportunity to act in
ways that exhibit God’s great love for others.

Currently, many of us are reveling in a greater
sense of freedom that vaccination allows for. The
other day, I had the opportunity to go have coffee
with a congregation member, in a coffee shop,
indoors, without masks. It almost made me giddy.
Yet at the same time that freedom is held in tension
with the recognition that there are those in our
community who are yet unable to receive the
vaccine, either for age or for medical
contraindication. I find it is helpful to keep Paul’s
words in mind as I navigate my day and keep
attentive to the comfort level and practices of the
people with whom I share my space.
It is in that spirit of hospitality for the sake of the
gospel, that we will continue in the month of June
to wear masks indoors during worship. Because we
are open during that time to anyone in the
community and we are not asking people their
vaccine status, masking allows us to be the most
hospitable to all people, even the medically
vulnerable among us. We are asking you to set
aside a bit of your freedom (an hour of it) to make
our corporate worship accessible to all. At the
same time, as we begin to resume small in-person
gatherings and committee meetings, those
gatherings will have the freedom to choose
amongst themselves their comfort level in being
able to meet without masks. And in all things,
might we choose kindness and empathy towards
one another as we move forward together.
Grace & peace,

Summer Worship

Beginning this Month!
Regular Summer Schedule.
June 6 - August 29
9:00am
Drive-in Worship in the parking lot.
Much as we did all last summer, we will be offering
a time of gathering, worship and fellowship
outdoors in our parking lot spaces. Masks will be
optional, but we ask that you respect others’
comfort with spacing and contact.
10:15am
Sanctuary Worship. This worship will
be in the sanctuary with socially distant seating and
masks required. The choir will be back with plans
to sing throughout the summer months. This service
will be live-streamed to Youtube as has been our
practice these past months.

Sermons in June
They are simple phrases. They sound Christian—
like something you might find in the Bible. We’ve
all heard these words. Maybe we’ve said them.
They capture some element of truth, yet they miss
the point in important ways.
In June we’ll be using Adam Hamilton’s book, Half
Truths, as a springboard to compare some common
Christian clichés with the wisdom found in
Scripture.

Half Truth: Everything Happens For a Reason
June 13
2 Thessalonians 3:6-13
Half Truth: God Helps Those Who Help
Themselves
June 20
1 Corinthians 10:6-13
Half Truth: God Won’t Give You More Than You
Can Handle
June 27
2 Timothy 3:14-17
Half Truth: God Said It, I Believe It, That Settles It
July 4
2 Timothy 5:19-22
Half Truth: Love the Sinner, Hate the Sin.
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Mission Outreach: Summer Reading
Camp

Join us this summer as we go on the road and fulfill
our mission of Experiencing Jesus & Connecting
With Others. Each Wednesday we’ll meet up and
experience another part of our community, share in
some fun, and enjoy being God’s people together.
Sack dinner provided upon request; must make
reservation at church office Monday ahead of time
to allow volunteers time to prepare. ALL ages
invited. Perfect opportunity for seasoned members
to enjoy our young people. More details will be
available on website and FaceBook.

July 26th - 30th @ Coe College

Preliminary Programming:
June 16 - Firepit and Orienteering at John and
Cindy Monroe's Home
June 23 - Fossil Gorge Tour at Coralville Lake
June 30 - Village Tour of Ushers Ferry
July 7 - Bever Park (Maybe Goat Yoga, too),
Followed by Band Concert
July 14 -Sing-along, Tour and Ice Cream in Ely
July 21 - Vacation Bible School
July 28 - Fishing at Secret Location
August 4 - Art at Kitty Barn with Marty Brown
August 11 Indian Creek Nature Hike

This summer First Presbyterian will be coming
alongside and supporting a long-standing ministry
in Cedar Rapids. Fifteen years ago, Leslee Sandberg
and Kate Rose, partnered with Jane Boyd
Community House and began a week long day
camp focussed on reading that is held on Coe
College’s campus. Each year thirty or so third
graders identified by Jane Boyd as needing a little
extra reading assistance come to the camp and are
paired with reading buddies, play language games,
have lunch in the Coe cafeteria and get some swim
time in Coe’s pool.
Last year the Mission Committee began
conversations with Leslee and Kate about
partnering with the camp as part of our own
outreach into the community. However, like much
else, the camp was canceled for the summer. This
year, the camp is back with a limited number of
children and will be running July 26th thru 30th
during the day. If you’d like to learn more and
become involved in this new (to us) outreach and
partnership with our community, Please contact
Gary Connors-Boe, Betsy Kutter, Kris Keuseman or
Pastor Heather

Youth News

June 6
Romans 8:28-30

FPXperience
Wednesday’s 5:30-7:30

First Pres Road Trip

June 9th - 6:00-7:30pm

Did you know that FPC member, Nancy Cobb has
written and produced a musical that will be
premiering in July at the Gallagher Bluedorn
Theater? Written in recognition and celebration of
100 years of women’s suffrage, The Suffragist,
follows the lives of Alice Paul and Carrie Chapman
Catt as they struggle against the government,
society and each other in the quest for the right to
vote. More information can be found here: https://
www.gbpac.com/suffragist
Fellowship Committee is interested in organizing a
group from FPC to attend one of the showings and
perhaps make an evening of it with dinner together
before. If you are interested in attending and would
like to be part of the group, please contact Heidi
Kiser or Pastor Heather by June 6th to register your
interest or for more details.

Middle & Senior High
Join us as we grab some pizza and kick back after a
challenging school year. Weather permitting we
will use the outdoor space of Greene Square or be
spaced out indoors in Fellowship Hall.

June 21-22nd
Middle & Senior High
Plans are in the works for a local mini-mission trip
experience with Matthew 25. We’ll connect up
with that local organization and help Transform the
Time Check neighborhood of Cedar Rapids. After
our work will be opportunity for dinner, games, and
learning about Christ’s call to serve others.

Week of June 28th
Make sure and check out the sign up for
Neighborhood Meals and Enrichment. This is a
great way to serve others. Just a couple hours of
your day can make a great impact!

Vacation Bible School
God’s creation is a gift we all share, and across the
church, the call to care for God’s creation has been
growing. Caring for it- together- is both a good work
and collective act of faith. Jesus’ Parable of the
Sower will be the scriptural theme for this year's
Vacation Bible School, as we talk about how God
sows seeds of love in our hearts and we are called
to sow seeds of love in our world, even as we tend
to others and our earth with care and compassion.
Save the date for for this fun in-person outdoor
gathering in Greene Square. July 19-22nd in the
evenings from 5:30-7:30.
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Take a Break, Grow in Faith at Camp
Wyoming!

6/6
First Presbyterian: Where Are We Going?
Pastor Heather Hayes

Thank You Marty Brown
This past year has brought change to everyone,
including liturgists for our worship services. We
want to take a moment and thank Marty Brown for
all of her hard work gathering members for each of
our virtual services and working with the staff to
make smooths run just a little bit smoother. We also
want to thank the members who participated in the
services. We know that sometimes it wasn’t easy or
comfortable to record yourself but it helped bring a
little more life into the services and connect us with
one another!
Now that we are going to be gathering in-person
again, Laura Behrens will be resuming her duties
finding liturgists and we want to thank her for the
upcoming work on this as well. We are very
fortunate to have a great community of members at
First Pres!

May Pageant Thank you
Thank you to Kristen Wilcox and Fred Kiser for their
hard work with this years Children's Pageant! And
thanks to all the kids who shared with us the story
of The Three Trees. If you missed it, you can view
the pageant on our website under Children, Youth
& Family.
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We need your help!
Neighborhood Meals & Enrichment Program,
housed in the lower level of St. Paul’s United
Methodist Church, is starting back up! The program
provides a hot meal Monday through Friday
throughout the summer for anyone that is hungry.
The dates for First Pres are June 28-July 2 and July
12-16. If you are able to please sign up on their
website
here:
https://neighborhoodmeals.org/
volunteer

Last chance to sign up for summer camp! There are
a few spots left - don't miss out this year. This year
summer camp is back at CampWyoming. With
smaller enrollments, changes in some of the camp
procedures, and new equipment such as cabin air
filtration systems, the camp is ready to safely
welcome campers and give them a chance to learn
more about who they are and who they want to
become as they grow in their faith in Jesus Christ.
If you have any questions or are seeking more
information about enrollment, head over to
www.campwyoming.net. The church supports
campers by paying half the cost of camp.
Additional funds are available for those in
particular financial need or families sending
multiple children. Contact Pastor Heather for more
information.

The Evening Book Group

will meet
Monday, June 21, 6:30 p.m., on the patio of the
home of Tom and Nancy Lackner, 11 Blake Ct SE
(319-365-6632). The book for discussion is Susan,
Linda, Nina & Cokie by Lisa Napoli. This is a group
biography of four beloved women whose voices
defined NPR: Susan Stamberg, Linda Wertheimer,
Nina Totenberg and Cokie Roberts. It is being
published on the fiftieth anniversary of the launch
of NPR.

Women’s Bible Study
6/13 & 6/20
Intentionally Listening to God in our Busy World
How to Practice Hearing God’s Message to You
DeEtta Andersen

6/27
Grief & Life Changes
Catherine Deming
Mental Health Counselor

It's the last month studying the women of the Bible
with the Tuesday Morning Women’s Bible Study
group. We will be back together in-person at
11:00am on the mornings of June 8th and June
22nd.
On the 8th we’ll be considering the much
misunderstood Mary Magdalene and on the 22nd
we will dive into women who supported and led in
the early church communities. These will be our
last meetings before our summer break. Look for a
new study beginning in the fall.
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Calendar
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday Thursday
Friday
2
3
4

Saturday
5

8

9

11:00 Women’s
Bible Study
5:30 Deacons

6:00 Youth at
Church (pizza
& DQ)

15

16

1
5:30 pm Mission
Committee
6:30 pm C.E. Board

6
*Sunday
Schedule

7

13
*Sunday
Schedule

14

20
*Sunday
Schedule

21

27

10

11

12

17

18

19

24

25

26

6/11 Martha Booth
6/11 Chuck Peters
6/12 Matthew Nelson
6/12 Katy Stolba
6/13 Libby Miller
6/15 Allie Hayes
6/15 Thomas Lackner
6/16 Diana Richardson
6/17 Jackson Stolba
6/18 Joe Beach
6/18 Rosie Strang
6/19 Ann Blazek
6/20 Neal Marple
6/21 Taylor Golden
6/21 Tyler Olson

6/23 Lynda Barrow
6/24 Margaret Jackson
6/24 Phi Wagner-Hecht
6/25 Charles Aalderks
6/25 Jersey Bilyeu
6/25 Brent Hagerman
6/25 Adriyah Herron
6/25 Deb Sedlacek
6/27 Cole Younger
6/29 Joan Chadima
6/29 Joseph Militello
6/29 Michael Smith
6/30 John Arthaud
6/30 Katie Hale
6/30 Heidi Kiser

6/1/1965
Bob & Sherrie Bouton

6/10/1993
Dan Ottemoeller & Kim
Lanegran

6/18/1966
Connie & Rick Richardson

6:00 Children's Sub 5:30
Committee
FPXpereince
7:00 pm Finance Firepit at
Committee
Cindy’s
7:00 pm Youth Sub
Committee
22
6:30 Evening 11:00 Women’s
Book Group Bible Study
6:00 Worship &
Music
7:00 Session

28

29

23
5:30
FPXpereince
Fossil Gorge
Tour at
Coralville
30
5:30
FPXpereince
Tour at
Usher’s Ferry

*Sunday
Schedule

Neighborhood Meals
*Sunday Schedule:
9:00 Parking Lot Service
10:15 Sanctuary Worship & LiveStream
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6/1 Bob Mollman
6/2 Allison Adams
6/2 Patrick Hale
6/3 Matt Winger
6/5 Matt Hoy
6/5 Megan Weems
6/5 Sarah Weems
6/6 Simeon Jauhiainen
6/7 Sue Edmondson
6/7 Barb Kean
6/8 Evan Rosenbohm
6/9 Carolyn Horton
6/10 Karen Carver
6/10 Beth Smith

6/3/2006
Chris & Charity Tyler
6/5/1965
Dave & Ethel Knutson
6/6/1953
Don & Irene Hamous
6/9/1983
Paul Fiala & Kathy GregoryFiala
6/10/1978
Dave & Lisa Morris

6/10/1966
Gerald & Nancy Shirk
6/11/1961
Darlene & Von Elbert
6/12/1965
Charles & Marcia Jepsen
6/12/1965
John & Sue Arthaud
6/12/1965
Dave & Betsy Kutter
6/15/2013
Lauren & Matthew Stobb

6/19/1966
Jeremy & Selma Brigham
6/23/2007
Matt & Katy Stolba
6/25/1983
Robert & Doris Courtright
6/25/1977
Jim & Susan Swain
6/26/2010
Scott & Amy Shoemaker
6/29/1959
Tom & Pat Reed
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