September 2021

As our congregation worships and learns together
this program year, we are exploring Christian
practices, ways of living out a life of faith. Each
month we will highlight a new aspect of faith - and
for September we are beginning at the beginning
with the practice of following Jesus.
When Jesus says, “Follow me,” we are being
invited into God’s reality of reconciling love.
When we choose to follow Jesus, to become a
disciple, we are choosing to be taught and formed
into someone who is Christlike. Jesus shows us
what we are choosing: restored fellowship with
God and one another.
In the biblical accounts about Jesus, he shows us
why God so loves the world, how God loves, and
what it looks like to live a life rooted in the two
greatest commandments to love God and others.
Jesus reminded people what that looks like through
his actions and teachings, leading us to redeemed
fellowship with God and all that God loves.
This month we will talk about how following Jesus
is not a solo project, but one that is lived out in a
community of disciples, the church. In this
fellowship we care for each other, support each
other, stretch each other and hold each other
accountable for faithful living. As Paul reminds us
in Ephesians, we need each other to fully live out
our calling as Christians and light for the world.

Following Jesus is also rooted in love, a love of
God that is expressed in real time through love of
God and neighbor. This love is not something that
is known only intellectually and expressed in
words and worship, it is an active love that is
expressed as we make choices and order our days,
our time, and our resources. Following Jesus is a
practice which embodies God’s love through
concrete action.
In September, you will be able to encounter this
practice in our worship, in our opportunities for
learning, in small group discussion, and at our
monthly FPX intergenerational event.
I hope you will join us on the journey to live out
our faith while Following Jesus.
Grace & peace,

Sermons For September
Practice: Follow Me
As we head into the new program year, our
scripture selections and themes will be guided by
our new all-church curriculum, Follow Me. Each
month (or so) there will be an exploration of a
Christian practice, a way in which we live out the
faith we proclaim. As a community of faith
together, across the ages, we will through worship
and in study explore what it means to practice
one’s faith.

September 12th
Rally Sunday
I’ve Been Meaning to Ask…Where Do We Go
From Here?
Ruth 1:6-18, John 15:1-11, Ephesians 4:11:16
This week marks both the conclusion of our last
series and the beginning of the next. Where do we
go from here? The answer we see in our scriptures
points to a path that is grounded in community. At
our core we are created to need one another, so we
begin this year celebrating the community we find
in the church and re-establishing our connections
to ministry and church.

September 19th
The Lens of Love
Deuteronomy 6:4-9, Mark 12:28-34
At the heart of following Jesus, we find the
command to love - to love God, to love others, and
to love ourselves. These three form a balanced
trinity of faith, looking at life through the lens of
love.

September 26th
Work in the World
Matthew 3:13-17, Matthew 28:16-20
Following Jesus isn’t a matter for the intellect only.
The final instructions of Jesus to his disciples are
full of verbs - go, make, teach, baptize. Following
Jesus propels us into the world to live lives that
invite people to follow him.

Coming This September Online Fellowship
Recognizing that a number of our members and
visitors are accessing our worship services online,
Fellowship Committee is re-opening our virtual
coffee-hour space. Each Sunday you will be able to
find the link to our zoom chat on the website and
in the livestream comments. So grab your cup of
2coffee or tea and join us for conversation!

Sunday School Resumes
September 20th

Introducing: Bridge -

Sundays 9 - 10 a.m.

A bridge provides a connection between two
places and two moments of time. When we are on
a bridge we are usually in transition from one place
to another. This fall we are offering a Bridge for our
young families. A bridge between online and
outdoor programming and in person worship. And
we are of course calling this new experimental and
for-this-moment program “Bridge.”
If you are a child in elementary school, you are
welcome to attend Bridge this fall during the
second half of worship. This interactive Bible
program will take place starting after the children’s
message on every Sunday except the first Sunday of
the month. Research shows it is important for
children to regularly experience multi-generational
worship services and we don’t want you to miss out
on the first Sunday of the month communion
Sunday.
Jaime Weldon and Kayleigh Bryant will take turns
leading the Bridge using our all-church curriculum
“Follow Me.” We are still looking for adults to
volunteer as the second adult presence. Please let
Stasia know if you are an adult who would be
willing to serve in this role one or more Sundays.

We hear Jesus say, “Come, Follow Me,” and we are
given many opportunities to do so. This fall we will
be using a PC(USA) curriculum with that title,
“Follow Me” for our Sunday School programming.
As a church we will be learning about and digging
deeper into common Christian practices for faithful
living. Our children’s Sunday School will learn
about these practices through art, active
movement, conversation, theatre, games, music,
science, and technology. We hope that your
children will “Come” and learn more about
following Jesus as we learn about God’s love,
welcoming others, and reconciling confession.
Volunteers are still needed, so if you are interested
in helping with any age group, please let Stasia
know.

Brucemorchestra

Saturday, September 18
Gathering @ 5:30
Concert Begins @ 7:00
This year will be the 14th year for this wonderful
outdoor concert on the ground of Brucemore
Mansion on September 18th. Orchestra Iowa will
be performing a series of pieces from Rodgers and
Hammerstein and joined by the Cedar Rapids
Concert Chorale with Revival Theatre Company.
First Presbyterian would like to again sit together
and enjoy the concert. Look for 2 purple balloons
to help you find the space that is being held for the
FPC group, You will be responsible for the
purchasing of your own tickets. $20 each.
- Call Orchestra Iowa at 319-366-8203 or visit
www.orchestraiowa.org for ticket information.
- Gates open at 5:00p.m.
-Bring blankets or chairs, your own refreshments,
and any you would like to share.
-Parking is off-site. Handicap parking is available

Gathering Guidelines Update
In the month of September, we will continue to
follow the CDC guidelines for masking as we
worship and work together in the church building.
We are entering the month at level red which
requires masks on both vaccinated and
unvaccinated individuals in indoor spaces. We
hope that the end of the month will find us with the
decreasing case loads that will allow us to return to
our mask-optional status.

Sundays around 10:20ish

Youth Group Kick Off

Wednesday Night, September 15th
Middle School @ 6:00
Dinner for All @ 7:00
High School @ 7:30
Join us for a game night kick off at the church. We
will be meeting indoors and using the larger spaces
of the church for our gathering - Fellowship Hall
and the Gathering Space. Come to meet up with
old friends, make new ones, and find out all the
things we are looking forward to in the coming
year. (PS. We also may be meeting the new youth
director!)

Tuesday Women's Bible Study
September 14th and 28th @ 10:00am
We’re gathering again for a new year of study,
connection, and prayer. We finished off our
journey through the women of the Bible last spring,
so at our first gathering in September we’ll be
choosing a new study for the year. Pastor Heather
will be bringing some different options, or if you
have something you’d always wanted to learn
about, bring your ideas, too. Whether you are a
long time attender or just curious, this is a great
time to stop in and see if this group is a good fit for
you. Hope to see you there!

FPC Tailgate Rally
September 12, 2021

First Presbyterian Parking Lot
Make plans to kick off a year of following Jesus at
First Presbyterian during the FPC Tailgate Rally
following worship on September 12th. Come enjoy
some food and find out more about opportunities
to learn, serve, and connect at First Pres. There’ll
also be places to register the children in your life for
Sunday School and a special spot for visitors and
newer members to connect with each other.
Everything will be outdoors in our parking lot - we
hope to see you there!
• Bring a lawn chair if you’d like to sit and visit a
spell.
• New to the church? Come check out your very
own welcome tailgate where you can learn
more about the church and meet others who are
also new and learning about the FPC family.
• Meet our new staff hanging out at our New
Faces @ FPC tailgate.
Note: If your vehicle is not being used to host a
ministry, committee, or mission of the church
during the event, we ask those who are more ablebodied to be prepared to park outside of the
parking lot - the center rows of the parking lot will
be left open for those who need to be parked closer
to the church doors for worship.
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Session Notes
DISCUSSION ITEMS: Where do we see signs of
life and vitality at FPC? Rev. Hayes cited
outstanding success of outdoor (Greene Square)
Vacation Bible School with both long-term and
new families attending (one child claimed it was
“the best day I ever had!”). Other mentions
included Easter and Pentecost outside; move back
to worship in the sanctuary; reception and
participation of our Togo community (how to
continue to nurture and share stories); Facebook
presence showing our vitality to the community.
Is the Reading Camp a ministry we want to take
on? FPC has been approached to take over
leadership of this successful one-week program at
Coe College for children served by the Jane Boyd
Community House. Need to assess donor and grant
opportunities, interest of teachers in our
congregation, as well as youth mentors. Currently
we have offered to store supplies in our former
thrift store space as we evaluate feasibility.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Administration & Personnel The committee
addressed staff communications and safety
concerns, listened and discussed processes to
improve operations. Searches and interviews are in
progress for 1) Director of Visitation; 2) Youth
Director; 2) organist; and 4) bookkeeper. There is
currently an opening for another person on the
A&P committee.
Christian Education Committee approved a new
all-church curriculum (PCUSA) which is easily
accessible and all planned out for volunteers.
Implementing Bridge, an after-children’s-sermon
program introducing worship skills for kids. Getting
started with small groups for adult Bible study and
social justice discussion.
Communications The committee (formerly
“Media”) has been working on website content
issues as well as a process for committees to use in
submitting bulletin, newsletter, and Session packet
material.
Endowment Connie, Terry Trimpe, Dave Crew and
Charity Tyler are in the leadership and information
planning phase for a new $750,000 endowment
campaign.
Finance The church retains a fairly strong cash
4condition. However, funds from insurance claims

will be used to pay suppliers shortly, decreasing
cash on hand by $120K. MOTION made, seconded
and carried to approve the May and June financial
reports.
Mission: Minutes indicate the committee will
reassess indoor dining for SEMP in the fall. The
cash-on-hand position is strong and several onetime grants were received due to COVID. It is
recommended, and funds are available, for
additional spending on fruits and vegetables.
Property Steve presented a formal Premium
Summary from TrueNorth and Selective Insurance
including property, general liability, workers
compensation and other coverage. The only
derecho repairs remaining are for skylight damage
and we have cash in hand from insurance to
complete. The committee agreed to renew the
insurance
policy
with TrueNorth/Selective
Insurance.
Stewardship The fall stewardship theme is
“Together for Joy.” with a series of “cottage
meetings” for 10-15 persons in members’ homes -providing information and building community.
Pastor Heather will attend and facilitate each gettogether, discussing where we’ve found joy in this
church community, what are our hopes and
dreams, how can we financially support them
together? The goal is to have every member
participate in some way. Host opportunities should
be lined up by beginning of September for meetings
in Oct-Nov.
Worship & Music 200-300 new hymnals (Glory to
God) have been purchased. Opportunities for
memorial opportunities and use of old hymnals are
being discussed.
Deacons Deacons are continuing phone contacts
with members as gathering opportunities are
limited and care facilities have reinstituted
restrictions.
Pastor’s Report: Planning for the new curriculum
and designing the sermon series to coincide with
that instead of the standard lectionary. Planning
substitute preachers for Sept. 5th and 19th.
A motion was made to adjourn at 9:15 p.m. Pastor
Hayes closed with a prayer of thanks for the
community of the church -- this “beautiful, diverse
body” – and our people’s gifts and skills.

DERECHO RECOVERY:
WE'RE NOT THERE YET
FRIDAY, SEPT 10 11:45 AM - 1:00 PM
RAYMOND SIDDELL - FOUNDER AND
PRESIDENT OF TOGETHER WE ACHIEVE
A year after the derecho tore through Linn County,
the cleanup isn’t done and rebuilding has only
begun. That’s true of both the physical damage
and the disruption to residents’ lives and
livelihoods. In this program we’ll summarize the
ongoing efforts to support those hard-hit by the
derecho, and get the close up view from Raymond
Siddell, founder and president of Together We
Achieve in Cedar Rapids.
This presentation will also be livestreamed on the
Interfaith Facebook page.

What is the state of justice in the US?
Does the US have justice challenges common to
that in other countries?
What is the relationship between democracy and
justice?

9/19
Government - Good & Bad
Liz Mathis, Iowa State Senator

9/26
Group Discrimination: Police, Guns, Workforce
Training
Brad Hart, Cedar Rapids Mayor

FPXperience - September 26th
Mt Trashmore Hike & Bike
3:00pm - 5:00pm
Take some time to enjoy the fall, stretch your legs,
connect with others, and Follow Jesus. Our
FPXperience for September takes us to Mt.
Trashmore. We will all meet at 3:00pm and check
in at the Recreation Building parking lot before
heading on a walk/bike ride to the top. Along the
way there will be several stations with activities to
help us think about Following Jesus in our own
lives. You can get directions to our meet-up point
here:www.solidwasteagency.org/mounttrashmore. Any questions? Talk to Stasia or
Heather.

The Evening Book Group

will meet on
Monday, September 20, 6:30 p.m., in the home of
Lois Willhoite, 1650 Koehler Dr NW, #241
(393-5857). The book for discussion is Unsheltered
by Barbara Kingsolver. This is the story of two
families, in two centuries, who live at the same
address in Vineland, New Jersey. Each family faces
its own set of challenges, and the characters paint
a portrait of life in precarious times. Our selection
for October is The Last Thing He Told Me by Laura
Dave.
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Calendar
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
1

2

Thursday

Friday
3

Saturday
4

1:00 pm
Serendipity
Book Club

5
*Sunday
Schedule

6
7
Labor Day 5:30 pm Mission

9

10

11

15

16

17

18

7pm Insight Committee
7:00 pm Finance
Discussion
Committee

12
13
14
*Sunday
7pm Insight 5:30 Deacons
Schedule
Discussion
Meeting
Rally Sunday
6:30
Communications
Committee

19
*Sunday
Schedule

20

26

27

21

7 pm Adult Ed 6:00 pm
Meeting
Fellowship
7:00 pm Finance
Committee

*Sunday
Schedule

28
6:00 Worship &
Music
7:00 pm Session

*Sunday Schedule:
9:00 Insight Adult Education
10:00 Sanctuary Worship & LiveStream
10:30 Bridge
2:30 - 4:00 SEMP prep & assemble
4:00-5:00 SEMP hand out meals church

6

8

5 pm
Stewardship

7pm
Brucemorchestra

**WNA

22
**WNA

23

29
**WNA

30

24

9/1 Elijah Davis
9/1 Jace Winger
9/2 Derek Horak
9/2 Elizabeth Shoemaker
9/3 Stasia Fine
9/3 Micah Oldenkamp
9/4 Kaelyn Pettyjohn
9/4 Lauren Stobb
9/4 Sallie Streib
9/5 Amy Brause
9/5 Cindy Monroe
9/5 Beth Proctor
9/5 Melissa Randall
9/5 Frances Sessions
9/6 Ruth Arnold
9/6 Jan Jauhiainen
9/6 Herb Neubauer

9/7 Eileen Kunz
9/11 Jessica Witt
9/12 Glenn Bender
9/12 Ed Popelka
9/12 Charity Tyler
9/13 Amy Morris
9/14 Caroline Giddings
9/15 Calvin Meyer
9/16 Corbin Mollman
9/16 Joe Shoemaker
9/16 Kyle Wilcox
9/17 Fred Johnson
9/17 Katie Rohde
9/18 Matthew Wagner
9/19 Sue Mollman
9/20 Janice McInally
9/21 Emilee Horak

9/21 Betsy Kutter
9/21 Virginia Lyttle
9/21 Elizabeth Mitchell
9/22 Helen Arnold
9/22 Lillian Buresh
9/22 Janice Dockendorff
9/22 Laura Koontz
9/22 Samantha Mollman
9/22 Matt Weems
9/25 Melanie O'Donnell
9/25 Debra Salz- Steenblock
9/26 Dorris Hotchkiss
9/27 Barnes O'Donnell
9/27 Bob Schley
9/28 Garrett Rasmussen
9/29 Bob Latham
9/30 Sally Miller

25

6 pm Annual
Fall Festival
Planning
Meeting

9/2/2005
John & Mary Tilton

**Wednesday Schedule:
6:00 pm Middle School Youth
7:00pm dinner
7:30 pm High School Youth
6:00 pm Justice Small Group

9/3/2005
Laura & Whealen Koontz
9/4/1971
Doug & Judy Schoff

9/7/1969
John & Karen Carver
9/8/1968
John & Cindy Monroe

9/10/1977
Tom & Priscilla Polehna
9/11/1965
Rod & Betsy Caszatt
9/21/2012
Andy & Beth Aalderks
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