October 2021
Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers, for
by so doing some people have shown hospitality
to angels without knowing it.
Hebrews 13:2
Building community is foundational to who we are
as a people of God. Again and again, our scriptures
and our history point to a God who calls people
together to live in community with each other and
with God. In Christ, we see a community being
formed that is to be broadly inclusive, embracing
all who would seek Christ’s presence and grace. It
is a community that radically supports and cares
for one another in open and honest ways, and it is
a community that reaches out beyond its borders,
working for justice and providing a vision of hope
for the larger world. I believe that is the kind of
community in Christ we are seeking to build at First
Presbyterian, that we may be a blessing to each
other and to the larger world.
This month’s focus, in our worship and in our
learning, is Welcome All. Welcoming hospitality is
foundational to building community, and as the
scriptures remind us, in welcoming God and the
divine into our midst. Sometimes welcoming
means doing simple things, like wearing a name
tag in worship, saying hello to a new face, helping
direct someone in the direction they need to go to
find their Sunday school class or the sanctuary.
Sometimes welcoming stretches us as we interact
with those who are different than ourselves causing us to step outside our comfort zones,
consider different perspectives, or even giving up
some of our own preferences. And sometimes
welcoming means doing something totally new like waving to those who are joining us online
when we pass the peace.

I hope you will be able to join us this month in
building Christ’s community through welcome as
we follow the one who welcomes us all!

Session Notes

Sermons for October
Welcome All

Tuesday, August 24, 2021
DISCUSSION ITEMS: Where do we see signs of
life and vitality at FPC? Rev. Hayes cited
outstanding success of outdoor (Greene Square)
VBS with both long-term and new families
attending (one child claimed it was “the best day I
ever had!”). Other mentions included Easter and
Pentecost outside; move back to worship in the
sanctuary; reception and participation of our Togo
community (how to continue to nurture and share
stories);

October 3
Selections from Genesis 1&2
“Not Good”
Our scripture opens in an idyllic garden filled with
good things. What is the first thing that is named
“not good” in that scenario. Come this Sunday to
find out.

October 10
Matthew 25:31-46
“Surprise”
When we welcome and care for others, we are
often surprised at the ways we ourselves receive
benefit and blessing.

October 17
Luke 10:38-42
“One Size Fits…All?”
While we all are called as Christians into the
practice of welcoming hospitality, that may look
very different from person to person. Each of us
has particular gifts that create spaces of welcome.

October 24
Mark 10:13-16
“Perspective”
Sometimes we just need to get out of our own
selves and consider the perspectives of others as
we learn to be truly welcoming.

Sunday School & Bridge
Sundays 9 - 10 a.m. for Children & Youth
Sundays 10:20 - 11 a.m. (except 1st Sundays) for
Children
We witness Jesus welcoming the little children and
we follow his example and do the same. This fall
for Sunday School & Bridge we will be using a
PC(USA) curriculum with the title, “Follow Me” for
our Sunday School programming. As a church we
will be learning about and digging deeper into
common Christian practices for faithful living. Our
Sunday School participants will learn about these
practices through art, active movement,
conversation, theatre, games, music, science, and
technology. We hope that your children will come
and learn more about following Jesus as we learn
about God’s love, welcoming others, and
reconciling confession.
Children's programming takes place on the second
2floor. Youth programming takes place in the
basement.

Where The Digital Meets The
Divine
From 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday Oct. 23, St.
Andrew and the Presbytery of East Iowa will be
hosting a Workshop + Retreat in which we can
explore the intersection between the Digital + the
Divine that has opened in our COVID + PostCOVID world.
Throughout the morning sessions, DeEtte will lead
us through conversations on the complexities of our
current moment. During her discussions, she’ll be
joined by the Rev. Dr. Jan Schnell, a professor of
liturgics at Wartburg Theological Seminary, and
other voices. After lunch is provided, she will focus
on a broader discussion of how technology can be
both freeingly fun and frustratingly finicky.
For those looking to join remotely, all the events
will be streamed on St. Andrew’s YouTube channel
(https://bit.ly//SAPCYouTube) and participants can
join the discussion via live chat.
While the seminar portion will end at 2 p.m., the
Presbytery’s Pastoral Care Team will offer an
afternoon debriefing session to those who wish to
talk more. Participants also can stay to walk
through St. Andrew’s wildflower trails or even play
a pick-up game of pickleball.
If you're interested in attending in-person or online
as our own congregation dips its toe into the digital
contact Pastor Heather. Registration is available at
peia.org

What are issues to address this fall? Need to assess
size and structure of committees and boards,
identifying what is key to us without over-taxing a
limited pool of volunteers. Attention needs to be
paid to future debt safety for staff and membership
outreach and meaningful engagement for all ages
tenuous state of youth group attendance (TBD).
Recommendations will be presented at October
meeting.
Is the Reading Camp a ministry we want to take
on? FPC has been approached to take over
leadership of this successful one-week program at
Coe College for children served by the Jane Boyd
Community House. Need to assess donor and grant
opportunities, interest of teachers in our
congregation, as well as youth mentors. Currently
we have offered to store supplies in our former
thrift store space as we evaluate feasibility.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Administration & Personnel The committee
addressed staff communications and safety
concerns, listened and discussed processes to
improve operations. Searches and interviews are in
progress for 1) Director of Visitation; 2) Youth
Director; 2) organist; and 4) bookkeeper. There is
currently an opening for another person on the
A&P committee.
Christian Education Committee approved a new
all-church curriculum (PCUSA) which is easily
accessible and all planned out for volunteers.
Implementing Bridge, an after-children’s-sermon
program introducing worship skills for kids. Getting
started with small groups for adult Bible study and
social justice discussion.
Communications The committee (formerly
“Media”) has been working on website content
issues as well as a process for committees to use in
submitting bulletin, newsletter, and Session packet
material.

Endowment Connie, Terry Trimpe, Dave Crew and
Charity Tyler are in the leadership and information
planning phase for a new $750,000 endowment
campaign.
Finance The church retains a fairly strong cash
condition. However, funds from insurance claims
will be used to pay suppliers shortly, decreasing
cash on hand by $120K.
Mission: Minutes indicate the committee will
reassess indoor dining for SEMP in the fall. The
cash-on-hand position is strong and several onetime grants were received due to COVID. It is
recommended, and funds are available, for
additional spending on fruits and vegetables.
Property Steve presented a formal Premium
Summary from TrueNorth and Selective Insurance
including property, general liability, workers
compensation and other coverage. The only
derecho repairs remaining are for skylight damage
and we have cash in hand from insurance to
complete.
Stewardship The fall stewardship theme is
“Together for Joy.” with a series of “cottage
meetings” for 10-15 persons in members’ homes -providing information and building community.
Pastor Heather will attend and facilitate each gettogether, discussing where we’ve found joy in this
church community, what are our hopes and
dreams, how can we financially support them
together? The goal is to have every member
participate in some way. Host opportunities should
be lined up by beginning of September for meetings
in Oct-Nov.
Worship & Music (Marty Brown): 200-300 new
hymnals (Glory to God) have been purchased.
Opportunities for memorial opportunities and use
of old hymnals are being discussed.
Deacons Deacons are continuing phone contacts
with members as gathering opportunities are
limited and care facilities have reinstituted
restrictions.
Pastor’s Report: Planning for the new curriculum
and designing the sermon series to coincide with
that instead of the standard lectionary. Planning
substitute preachers for Sept. 5th and 19th.
Respectfully submitted,
Betsy Caszatt
Clerk of Session

Rev. Heather Hayes
Moderator
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Bible Sunday Milestone
October 31 Worship
On October 31st we will be celebrating our Bible
Sunday Milestone- a time when we gift ageappropriate Bibles to each of our preschoolers and
each of our 7th & 8th graders as they enter
confirmation. Confirmation students will be
spending some time in October learning about
their Bibles, its history and makeup. Preschool
families should watch their mail/email for more
information on this Milestone and plan on
connecting with us on Sunday morning, October
24th for a Milestone learning event on sharing the
Bible with your child.

College Care Packages
God’s love binds us together in community even
though we may be distant from one another. We’re
going to be showing our college students how
thankful we are for them this year through
Thanksgiving college care packages. If you would
like to make a donation, bring items in to worship
on Sundays or to the church office throughout the
week. We’ll be collecting them in the Gathering
Space. Things to donate:
• Cup Ramen (the microwaveable kind)
• Individually packaged chips/pretzels/snacks
• Small candles
• Mechanical pencils/pens
• Gum
•
•
•
•

Sticky notes
Microwave popcorn
Fruit snacks
Homemade treats (sturdy & mailable like
cookies - not cupcakes)
We can also use shoe boxes for packaging and
delivery. The youth groups will be assembling
packages in early November for delivery, so please
bring in your donations before November 7th.
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FRIDAY, OCTOBER 1
12:00 - 1:00 PM
** VIRTUAL **
Registration Required: 515.279.8715
Lynda k. Barrow, Professor of Political Science,
Coe College
People have very different views about religion’s
role on the world stage. Some see it as a source of
conflict, others as a force for peacemaking. Still
others say it is simply irrelevant. Who’s right? We
will explore this question by looking at cases and
trends behind the front page news.
Lynda Barrow has taught a variety of courses in
Political Science. Much of her research has focused
on religion and politics. While at Wesley
Theological Seminary, Lynda wrote her thesis on
development and liberation theology in Brazil; at
Syracuse University, her dissertation focused on
Protestants and politics in Mexico. This past March,
Lynda published a book entitled Religion and
Politics on the World Stage: An IR Approach (Lynne
Rienner Publishers). She is an active member at
First Presbyterian Church and Habitat for
Humanity.

Following Jesus: October Practice:

Red Cedar Chamber Music
October 23, 2021 - 7 pm
At First Pres!

Red Cedar Chamber Music performs LICORICE
SCHTICK:
Join Red Cedar Chamber Music for an intimate
evening of chamber music. Core ensemble
members Miera Kim (violin) and Carey Bostian
(cello) will be joined by violist Elizabeth Oakes and
clarinetist Christine Bellomy. This program features
five works - all by living composers! You will be
treated to Jerry Owen’s Licorice Brittle, as well as
Four Chorinhos for Little Brazilian Birds by
composer-in-residence Michael Kimber. Joyous,
haunting, and melodious works by Natalie Hunt,
Gwyneth Walker, and Jeff Smallman round out the
program.

Welcome All

Hospitality. Welcome. These words are a part of
our culture, but they often mean a beautifully set
table or a “Martha Stewart” worthy meal. In the
church, we are not so worried about achieving the
perfect “Instagram-worthy” holiday table, or the
fanciest recipe -although those can, for sure, be a
treat that will make guests feel special. As we think
about the Christian practice of Welcome, we are
grounding ourselves in the faith practice of
hospitality; the idea of being intentional and
authentic as we offer a genuine welcome to all
God’s people—both stranger and friend. As we
open our hearts, our homes, our churches, and our
capacity for friendship and community to not only
those who are like us but also those who are
different from us, we are affirming the worth of all
of God’s people. This is the very heart of the
practice of hospitality. This month we will be
learning about welcome as well as offering
opportunities to practice welcome to those around
us.

What is the state of justice in the US?
Does the US have justice challenges common to
that in other countries?
What is the relationship between democracy and
justice?

10/3
Offender Reentry: Challenges & Local
Resources
Neal McNabb, Coe-Social & Criminal Justice
Biship Carl Rush, Rise Program

10/10
John Lewis & Elijah Cummings,
(US House of Representatives deceased 2020)
Bruce Nesmith, Coe Political Science

10/17
The President’s Task Force on 21st
Century Policing

The Evening Book Group

will meet on

Monday, October 18, 6:30 p.m.
We will meet by Zoom with facilitator Cindy
Monroe (319-981-8356,
(cmonroe1947@gmail.com).
The book for discussion is The Last Thing He Told
Me by Laura Dave. In this best-selling mystery,
before husband Owen Michaels disappears, he
smuggles a note to his wife Hannah: Protect Her.
Hannah is certain this refers to Owen’s 16-year-old
daughter Bailey. Mother and step-daughter embark
on a quest to find out where Owen has gone,why
he left, and who he really is.

Neal McNabb, Coe-Social & Criminal Justice

10/24
Immigrants
Autumn Pino, Roosevelt Principal

10/31
Southeast Asia
David Nordmann, Coe History/Asian Studies
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Youth Group News
October 9 @ 6:30pm
Night Maze and Fire Pit
The Shield’s house
135 Cambridge Way, North Liberty
Come on down to North Liberty for a night at the
Colony Corn Maze followed by fire pit and s’mores
at the Shield’s home. We’ll meet up at Zach &
Ethan’s (see address above). Please drop off kids by
6:30. After the corn maze there will be time for
hanging out at the house and that’s where kids will
be picked up. Give Bill a head’s up that you are
coming and we’ll see you there!

Welcome Bill!

Glory To God Hymnals

We're excited to welcome Bill Wilding onto staff at
First Presbyterian as our new Director of Youth
Ministries. Bill is a graduate of the University of
Iowa but is continuing his studies at UNI as he
pursues his goal of being a teacher. Bill comes to us
after finishing his 7th summer working at Camp
Wyoming. Around camp, Bill was known for his
positive energy, enthusiasm, and willingness to get
involved and have lots of fun.
In his free time, Bill spends pretty much all of his
time thinking about baseball. He’s a huge Cubs fan
and claims that he can name every World Series
winner since he’s been born. Bill's favorite way to
connect to God is through singing, and he
especially loves to connect with kids where they
are at and watch them grow in faith and their
relationship with God.
Bill’s favorite Bible verse is Proverbs 18:24: “A man
of many companions may come to ruin, but there
is a friend who sticks closer than a brother.”

We are excited to announce that we are adopting
the Glory to God hymnal for use at First
Presbyterian. The "new" hymnal was first published
in 2013 and has been adopted by congregations
around the world. Our Worship and Music
committee has been studying the hymnal for
several months now, trying out new music with you
over the summer, and is ready to take this step
forward in the musical life of our church.
Glory to God has over 800 hymns, psalms, and
spiritual songs. Roughly half of those carry over
from our current hymnal, with additions from older
hymnals. It includes music from six continents and
music from all major historical and contemporary
sacred genres, including approximately thirty-five
African American/Gospel hymns. It allows us to
expand the number of both "old" and "new" music
that we can sing together, both on Sunday
mornings, but also in other services in the church
year.
Our initial purchase of Glory to God comes
through memorial gifts donated directly to the
music ministries of the church. However, a hymnal
is significant to the worship experience. If you
would like to donate a hymnal to the church in
honor or memory of a loved one, we will have
opportunities for you to do so. Each Glory to God
costs roughly 20 dollars.
This is an exciting opportunity for us to look ahead,
to sing new songs, and to join Christians from
around the world in song.

October 22-24
Youth Retreat @ Camp Wyoming
Join us for a fun weekend at Camp Wyoming. Watch
your mail and the parent’s Facebook page for
registration information and more details. Contact
Bill or Pastor Heather if you have questions or trying
to figure out how your kid can participate.

October 20th
Mission Possible
We’ll be reaching out and helping out this
Wednesday at the Linn County Emergency Food
Pantry. Located down in the FPC basement, this
mission activity will be integrated into our regularly
scheduled Wednesday night activities. Hope to see
you there!

Regular Wednesday Night Schedule
6:00-7:00 Middle School
7:00-7:30 Dinner
7:30-8:30 High School & Confirmation (7th & 8th)
meets
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Tuesday Women's Bible Study
Having finished off a look at the women of the
Bible, the new study for the fall will be God's
Promise: I Am With You, a study provided through
the Presbyterian Women’s national organization.
The focus of the study will be looking at the ways
God was present to God’s people throughout the
Bible - and then recognizing and cultivating the
ways in which we experience God’s presence
today. All are welcome to join in as this is a perfect
time to start this new study. We meet on the second
and fourth Tuesdays (October 12th & 26th) at
11:00am. Contact Pastor Heather to receive the
materials for the fall.
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Stewardship Focus
‘Tis the season of stewardship. It typically is a time
when church members ask themselves, “How
much shall I give?”
There are a couple of ways people answer this
question. One may be, “How much did I give last
year?” And they’ll give the same amount, or maybe
increase it a bit. Some may ask, “How much is the
church’s budget?” Like at home they want to make
sure we can pay our bills, and so we begin our
calculations. What are our expenses? Is this the
year to replace our car? Is the furnace on its last
legs? How’s work? Is your job status shaky? Is
retirement looming and you haven’t saved enough?
These are all rationalizations people use to explain
their fear of giving too much. There is another way.
We can follow scripture. All of you who have been
ordained as a Deacon or an Elder answered this
question: “Do you accept the Scriptures of the Old
and New Testaments to be, by the Holy Spirit, the
unique and authoritative witness to Jesus Christ in
the Church universal and God’s Word to you?” If
you’ve not been ordained as an officer of the
church you’ve surely witnessed those ordination
services and have heard this question.
The Bible is our guide. It has quite a bit to say
about our relationship with money and how much
we should return to God. Most noted Scripture
talks about giving a tithe, or 10% of our income.
Check out Leviticus 27:30-34. There are many
others.
Now, if we all tithed we wouldn’t have anything to
worry about. We could increase mission, tackle
homelessness, hunger, and our commitment to
land stewardship and we’d still have enough
money to give the pastor a nice raise. Tithing
would be great, but nationally Presbyterian pledge
about 2% of their income to the work of the church,
and Presbyterian is a leading denomination when it
comes to giving. Still 2% is quite a ways from a
tithe. But it is a starting point to bring our thoughts
about stewardship more in line with the Bible.
One of the most important lessons about giving in
scripture is that we’re expected to give
proportionately. 10% is a portion. 2% is a portion.
Giving proportionately impacts people in a more
equal manner. Yes, those with more discretionary
income aren’t hit as hard as those at the lower end
of the income spectrum, but we’re giving
proportionately.
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So going back to that first question, “How much
should I give?” figure out what percent of your
income you are currently giving? Then think of
increasing your pledge, not by a certain dollar
amount, but by a percentage of your income. If
you’re giving 2% of your income, can you take a
step towards tithing by giving 3%?
Another common trait of Biblical giving is that it is
sacrificial. God sacrificed his son for us. The call
to follow Christ is a call to live sacrificially, to give
of ourselves. Giving proportionately includes
sacrificial giving.
Our scriptures tell us much about our giving and
our support to God's mission in the world. We are
told to give so that our right hand does not know
what our left hand is doing. We are told that God
loves a cheerful giver. What we know is that God
gives and gives and gives. We are blessed people
and are called to be a blessing to others.
Let this prayer by Ann Weems guide you:

Stewardship Focus pt2
Thinking Through Your %
As you consider your own giving to the ministry of the church this fall, this guide may help you visualize
what increasing your pledge by a percentage point of income looks like for you.

Prayer of Stewardship
O Lord, forgive our fears that so stifle our
stewardship.
Forgive our giving in and our giving up
instead of giving ourselves to Christ’s mission of
love.
Remind us that our hope is in standing up and
risking,
in taking our stewardship seriously.
Help us to remember, O Lord, that the
stewardship question is not really,
How much will we give?
The stewardship question is,
How will we spend what we have been given?
We pray it will be faithfully and cheerfully.

First Presbyterian Church Narrative Budget

Our Pledging Pie
This graphic represents the gifts that we receive for
ministry from our members, grouped into various
levels:
$10,000 and more
$5000 to $10,000
$2500 to $5000
$1000 to $2500
under $1000
As you can see, our membership is diverse in their
giving, yet there is a balance across the "pie." Every
gift is important and contributes to the whole
ministry of First Presbyterian.

Each year the Session stewards the income it
receives through pledges, our church endowment,
and a modest amount of building use fees. Our
annual budget for 2021 was just under $585,000
with $375,000 of that amount coming from
pledges. As you can see, our expenses were spread
across the various ministries (worship, education,
support & mission). In 2021, due to the constant
generosity of our congregation we weathered all
challenges well, did not need to cut back on
ministry or lay off staff. As we look forward to 2022,
we hope to move forward with strength expanding
our ministry and outreach as we share God's love
with our community and the world.
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Calendar
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
1

Saturday
2

12:00
Intersections

3
*Sunday
Schedule
World
Communion
Sunday

4

5

6

6pm A & P 5:30 pm Mission
Committee Committee
7pm Insight 6:30 pm Christian
Ed Meeting
Discussion

10
11
12
*Sunday
7pm Insight 10:00 am
Schedule
Discussion
Women’s Bible
Rally Sunday
Study

13

7

8

1:00 pm
Serendipity
Book Group

7:00 pm
6:00 pm Youth
FpXperience Group
Corn
Online
Maze
Game Night

14

15

18
6:30 pm
Evening Book
Group
7 pm Adult
Ed Meeting

19
6:00 pm
Fellowship
7:00 pm Finance
Committee

**WNA

20
**WNA

16

10:00 am
Movements
of Christian
Faithfulness

5:30 Deacons
Meeting
6:30
Communications
Committee

17
*Sunday
Schedule
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21

22

10/1 Lisa Alexander
10/2 Jeremy Brigham
10/2 Tyler Denning
10/2 David Gehring
10/2 Peter Jauhiainen
10/4 Alisa Shields
10/5 Chad Pettyjohn
10/6 Karen Wernimont
10/6 Mary Wolverton
10/7 Sherry Purdie
10/9 Warren Chadima
10/9 Carlo Dannenfelser
10/9 Charles Jepsen
10/9 George Meaney
10/9 Ruth Osborn

10/9 Chad Weldon
10/10 Terry Trimpe
10/11 Hannah Brown
10/11 Ruby Davis
10/11 Hannah Snyder
10/13 Katie Buresh
10/14 James Adair
10/14 Kris Hale
10/17 Mary Humphrey
10/18 Winston Mitchell
10/18 Alyssa Privett
10/19 Patty Powers
10/19 Scott Shoemaker
10/20 Jeff Beer
10/20 Marcia Jepsen

10/20 Susan Wagner-Hecht
10/21 Karen Stewart
10/22 Cory Elwick
10/24 Art Potratz
10/25 Michael Denning
10/25 Carol Kirby
10/26 Judy Schoff
10/26 Ernie Buresh
10/29 David Crew
10/29 Sarah Mollman
10/30 Doris Courtright
10/30 Susan Goettel
10/30 Ed Horak
10/30 Jack Reynolds
10/31 Dave Morris

23
Red Cedar
Concert

5 pm
Stewardship

Youth Retreat

24

25

*Sunday
Schedule
Youth Retreat

26
10:00 am
Women’s Bible
Study
6:00 Worship &
Music
7:00 pm Session

*Sunday Schedule:
9:00 Insight Adult Education
10:00 Sanctuary Worship & LiveStream
10:30 Bridge
2:30 - 4:00 SEMP prep & assemble
4:00-5:00 SEMP hand out meals church
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27
**WNA

28

29

30

10/4/1997
Dave & Carrie Bryner
**Wednesday Schedule:
6:00 pm Middle School Youth
6:00 pm Bell Choir Rehearsal
6:00 pm Justice Small Group
7:00 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal
7:00pm Youth Dinner
7:30 pm Confirmation
7:00 pm All Church Follow Me Biblical Study
7:30 pm High School Youth

10/13/1984
Charles & Kissy Heins
10/19/1996
Thomas & Nancy Lackner

10/16/1999
Chad & Ami Proctor
10/20/2001
Todd & Alisa Shields

10/9/1999
Van & Sheryl Smiley
10/22/1983
Greg & Lisa Thirnbeck
10/23/1999
James & Tracy Tow
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