
Announcements

JOYS & CONCERNS
WHEN THEY CANNOT JOIN US, WE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: Sonya 
Astor, Margaret Jackson

RECENTLY HOSPITALIZED: If you or others are hospitalized, please let the office 
know. Because of privacy laws the hospital is often not  able to let us know.                           

BIRTHDAYS:  11/29 Diane Hayes, 12/1 Dick Freeman, Pam Reynolds 12/2 Steven 
Greenlee

ANNIVERSARIES: 11/28/1998 Chad & Jennifer Pettyjohn 11/29/1986 Jim & Mary 
Klinger

TODAY
HANGING OF GREENS
11:00 am to 1:20 pm - Includes lunch!
Join us as we celebrate the beginning of Advent by decorating our church home. Please 
bring an ornament from your home to share on our All-congregational Christmas Tree. 
During worship we will learn about some of the symbolism of Christmas décor. (If you 
are a teenager who wants to help with a reading or with decorating during worship, 
please let Pastor Heather or Bill know you are interested in helping during worship.) 
Then following worship, from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. we will be festive as we decorate to-
gether. There will be a Christmas craft that you can take home or give away. Fellowship 
will also be serving a taco-like entrée for lunch. We hope you can come as we decorate 
our church home together!



Advent Resources for the Season
Come check out our Advent calendars and devotionals to help you and your family prepare 
your hearts and homes for the upcoming celebration of Jesus’ birth. Located on a table in 
the Gathering Space, this includes family friendly options, a journaling devotional tied to our 
Advent theme “Close to Home” and a daily reading devotion offered by Kate Bowler. Feel free 
to pick up any and all that you might use this season.  

Photos Needed - Ornaments Needed
Following the theme of Close to Home, our Gallery Space is going to be transformed into 
a place of memory and belonging this Christmas. We are inviting you to participate in two 
different ways: 
First: Take a picture of your home (front door, hearth, tree) decorated for Christmas. Or a pic-
ture of something in your house that means home to you. Or scan a picture of a home that 
you’ve inhabited. (eg. childhood home) Send those in to Pastor Heather (heather@fpccr.org) 
or share a hard copy she can scan by December 1st for inclusion on our gallery walls.
Second: Bring in an ornament to hang on our Close to Home trees in the Gallery Space. There 
will be small tags with which to mark your ornaments so that they might be returned to you 
after Christmas. Thanks for your help as we celebrate Coming Home to Christ this Christmas!

UPCOMING
The Evening Book Group will meet on Monday, December 6, 6:30 p.m. We will meet 
by Zoom with facilitator Cindy Monroe (cmonroe1947@gmail.com, 981-8356). This will be the 
group’s only meeting during the holiday months of November and December. The book for 
discussion is Dancing in the Mosque by Homeira Qaderi. This is an Afghan mother’s letter to 
a son she is forced to leave behind as she flees Taliban rule. Her story asks us to consider the 
lengths to which we would go to protect ourselves, our families, and our dignity. Our selec-
tion for January is The Lincoln Highway by Amor Townes (a lengthy book so start early).

Children’s Christmas Musical on December 19th 
“KFPC News: Las Posadas for Mary and Joseph” 
The children are practicing their songs and lines during the 9:00 Sunday school hour starting 
December 5th. Dress rehearsal for those who will be participating live from the sanctuary, will 
take place Saturday, December 18th from 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

Winter Clothing Drive
As a downtown church, one of the practices we have at First Pres is that as the temperatures 
drop, we have a supply of warm mittens, hats, socks and even a few coats to offer to those in 
need. If you’d like to contribute something to keep our neighbors warm this winter, you may 
drop items off anytime during the week to Stormy in the church office.



Hospitality Imagined - 5 Ways
On November 8th, 10 congregants, our pastor, Heather, and our Director of Discipleship & 
Engagement, Stasia, met in the Gathering Space to dream of ways to be more hospitable in 
our space and in our welcome. We chose 5 ways we can improve our hospitality between now 
and the end of the school year. They are:
•	 A warm greeting at every entrance to our building on Sunday mornings.
•	 Creating a shepherds’ program of people who will intentionally welcome visitors and ac-

company them through their first worship and fellowship experiences at First Presbyteri-
an.

•	 Directional signage throughout the building.
•	 Embracing technology in multiple ways to increase accessibility, communication, and 

welcome.
•	 Intentionally decluttering and organizing our material resources, living spaces, and stor-

age.
Over the next several months, you will be hearing of opportunities to help us extend our 
welcome in these new and improved ways.  Please prayerfully consider how God may be 
inviting you to help. If you have any questions about the “how” of making these new ways of 
hospitality a reality, please contact our Director of Discipleship and Engagement, Stasia Fine 
at Stasia@fpccr.org or by calling the church office Monday or Thursday before 1 p.m.

Cocoa & Caroling
Join us for Cocoa and Caroling, Dec 5th, 3-5pm when we will reach out with love and sing-
ing to all those congregational members we haven’t seen in the last year. We will disperse in 
groups of 8-10 singers or 3-4 cars, each car w/ only their family members in it, and drive in car-
avans like we have done previously. The songs will be easy kid-capable songs that everyone 
knows; words will be printed for you, and we will ensure we have a few strong singers in each 
group. This will be 100% socially distanced, in cars and in yards of those we visit. Afterwards, 
those who are comfortable will return to the church for cocoa to warm ourselves and share in 
the Christmas spirit.

Annual Campaign: Together for Joy
Thank you to all those who have already made a commitment of the ministry and mission 
of First Presbyterian. We’ve already received 77 pledges totaling just under $275,000 so we 
are well on our way towards our goal of $415,000 pledged toward our annual budget. If you 
need some extra cards, they can be found in the Gathering Space and narthex and placed in 
the offering plate. If you have any questions or to pledge directly, call the office on Monday, 
Wednesday or Friday and talk to Joan Riley. Don’t forget to stop by and tell us what gives you 
joy at the display in the Gathering Space. 



Scan this QR code to give an 
online gift to First Pres

Extended Opportunity!
The worship committee has made the decision to hold open the opportunity to make a dona-
tion to purchase” a hymnal for the church in honor or memory of a loved one through Decem-
ber 31st.  Check out the table in the Gathering Space for more information. A donation of $20 
will place a hymnal in our sanctuary with your loved one’s designation on the inside cover.

Have circumstances changed since you last updated your estate plan? Do your current estate 
planning documents carry out your commitments to 1st Pres? If not, consider amending your 
documents now.


