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Sermons for
Advent & Christmas
Close to Home
The Advent and Christmas scriptures are rich with
home metaphors and imagery. In these scriptures,
home is both physical and metaphorical,
something we seek and something we are called to
build. In many ways, these scriptures are like
blueprints—detailing the dreams of a God who
makes a home with us. Ultimately, God is our
home and resting place. God draws near and
makes a home on earth; sacred ground is all
around us.

November 28th
Homesick

Luke 21:25-36
We begin our Advent sermon series, Close to
Home, with longing and a remembrance of times
when we have found ourselves far from home. The
imagery in Luke’s little apocalypse recognizes the
ways in which our world has yet to reflect the
intentions and indwelling of God.

December 5th
Laying the Foundations

Luke 1:57-80, Philippians 1:3-11
In the miraculous birth of John the Baptist, we see
the foundation of what is to come. We see how
interwoven his story is with Jesus’ origin story.
When Zechariah regains his voice, his imagination
is also restored. He offers deep praise for God’s
tender mercy, and casts a hopeful vision for his
own child. He sings blessings into John’s being.
This lays the foundation for John’s life. In turn, John
will go on to prepare the way for Jesus who will
guide us all in the way of peace.

December 12th
Cantata Sunday - Appalachian Winter

A Home for All
Luke 3:1-18

John the Baptist’s good news sounds harsh, but he
preaches a home for all—where inequities are
banished, valleys are lifted up, and all have the
resources they need for collective flourishing.
Ultimately, John’s message is one of joy. The carols
and early American tunes of the cantata reflect that
joy.

December 19th
Children’s Christmas Pageant

Seeking Sanctuary
Luke 1:39-55

After receiving the angel’s extraordinary news,
Mary retreats to Elizabeth and Zechariah’s home.
She seeks refuge and receives a safe haven, a home
for her heart to soon sing praise. Sanctuary is
anywhere God’s love dwells freely and abundantly.
The children’s Christmas pageant will echo the
tradition of posada - the journey of Mary and
Joseph seeking sanctuary for a night as they travel
in Bethlehem.

December 26th
First Sunday of Christmas

Chosen Home
Luke 2:41-52

Home is not necessarily a place, but where we find
belonging. After the Passover festival, Jesus strays
from his birth family to dwell in the Temple,
listening to the rabbis and asking questions. Jesus
claims for his own the place where God calls him.
Similarly, we all need homes of our choosing—
people and places that welcome us just as we are.

How do we tell time?
A day is the revolution of the earth.
A month is the revolution of the moon around the
earth.
A year is the revolution of the earth around the sun.
A spinning planet with an orbiting moon orbiting a
star…repeating the process for the past four and a
half billion years.

But to give time meaning we need a story.
For almost two thousand years the church has had
the wisdom and creativity to mark time by the story
of Jesus. This is time made sacred. Thus the church
calendar.

Advent anticipates the coming of Messiah.
Christmas celebrates the birth of Jesus.
Epiphany speaks of the Light of Christ in the world.
Lent is the solemn journey to the cross.
Easter is the celebration of the resurrection.
Pentecost marks the birth of the church.
Ordinary Time leads us through the year and back
to Advent.

How we tell time, the stories we share and the
meaning we make, determines who we are. For
example, if you expect fireworks on the fourth day
of the seventh month you probably are an
American. We as Christians begin our calendar
telling a story of God taking on human form,
starting life amongst us as a baby in a manger. It’s
a revolutionary story, really, for in that moment the
divine and the human collide in a completely new
way. This Advent we will be marking our time with
stories of home, as time collides between the now
and not yet of God’s homecoming among us. Join
us this December as we share in the ways our
experience of home and our longing for people
who love us and places that feel safe and
welcoming, overlap with God’s eternal promises of
home. We’ll hear again the stories of our faith and
wonder at how we can experience the divine that
makes its home among us .

I hope you join us as we tell time in a different way.
Today’s not Cyber Monday…it’s the First Week of
Advent.

Grace and peace,

Advent Vespers
Candlelight Advent vespers will be back again on
two of the Fridays in December. Friday, December
10th will feature a small group string ensemble from
Kennedy High School that includes FPC's own
Abby Wilcox. Friday, December 17th will mark the
return of the Washington High School Madrigal
Singers to the First Presbyterian sanctuary.
Advent Vespers are held in the candlelit sanctuary
which opens at 5:00pm for quiet meditation.
Musical selections begin at 5:30. We hope you can
join us for both of these opportunities for centering
and reflection during the busyness of the holiday
season.

Christmas Joy Offering
Each year during the Advent and Christmas season,
we turn our eyes to Bethlehem and celebrate the
wondrous gift of Jesus Christ, our Savior. By giving
to the Christmas Joy Offering, you honor this gift by
providing assistance to current and retired church
workers in their time of need and developing our
future leaders at Presbyterian-related schools and
colleges equipping communities of color. This
offering will be received at FPC on December 19th,
26th, and January 2nd during worship. Thanks for
your support. Look for a letter and special envelope
in your mail from the Mission Committee or feel
free to use the special envelopes in our pews.
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The Evening Book Group will meet on
Monday, December 6, 6:30 p.m. We will meet by
Zoom with facilitator Cindy Monroe
(cmonroe1947@gmail.com, 981-8356). This will
be the group’s only meeting during the holiday
months of November and December. The book for
discussion is Dancing in the Mosque by Homeira
Qaderi. This is an Afghan mother’s letter to a son
she is forced to leave behind as she flees Taliban
rule. Her story asks us to consider the lengths to
which we would go to protect ourselves, our
families, and our dignity. Our selection for January
is The Lincoln Highway by Amor Townes (a lengthy
book so start early).

Star Tree 2021
We still have a few more (10) stars left unclaimed
on our tree. If you would like the opportunity to
participate in this year's ministry to young people
in need, contact Mary Noland-Houtz or Carrie
Bryner to grab one of those last stars this week. Or
call Joan in the office to make a donation and we'll
pick up the present for you.

Got Muscles? Strong
People Needed
The Fellowship Committee needs your help! They
are looking for people to help set up and tear down
events in the church. This may include moving
tables and chairs, carrying Christmas trees out of
storage, putting up tents in the summer, or just
carrying out a cooler full of iced drinks. You would
not be responsible for planning the event - just on
call for set up support. Please let the office or Heidi
Kiser know if you would be willing to be on our list
of "go-tos" when we have an event approaching.
Thank you in advance!!

Advent Resources for
the Season
Come check out our Advent calendars and
devotionals to help you and your family prepare
your hearts and homes for the upcoming
celebration of Jesus’ birth. Located on a table in the
Gathering Space, this includes family friendly
options, a journaling devotional tied to our Advent
theme “Close to Home” and a daily reading
devotion offered by Kate Bowler. Feel free to pick
up any and all that you might use this season.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 3
12:00-1:00 PM - VIRTUAL

Immigration in Iowa
PRESENTER: Erica Johnson, Founding Executive
Director, Iowa Migrant Movement for Justice
Hear the latest news, information, and stories from
the work of the newly founded immigrants’ rights
organization, Iowa Migrant Movement for Justice.
Erica Johnson from Iowa MMJ will discuss what
changes since the new administration are having an
impact in our state and how Iowans can be
involved in making sure Iowa is welcoming and
inclusive for all.

Blue Christmas
The holiday season, which is such a blur of
merriment for some, can also be a time of
particular sadness for those who have experienced
loss in prior years. On December 10th we will
have a virtual service available, linked on our
website, for you to participate in as you wish. In
quiet song, scripture, and prayer we will make
space for the sorrows and shadows that are a part
of our time on this earth.

Women’s Bible Study
The Tuesday Women's Bible Study will meet on
December 14th to continue their study of God's
Promise. However, they will take a break on the
fourth Tuesday for the holiday before returning in
January.

Christmas Cantata:
Appalachian Winter
December 12th @ 10:00am
From Joseph Martin comes a cantata that celebrates
the legacy of early American carols and hymnody.
Composed in the spirit of folk music, the cantata
combines traditional sounds with more rustic
elements creating a blend that is fresh and pleasing.
Popular American carols like "Away In A Manger"
and "O Little Town Of Bethlehem" dance with
traditional spirituals such as "Children Go Where I
Send Thee" and "Go Tell It On The Mountain."
Sacred Harp tunes are re-tooled for Advent and
stand alongside new versions of Shaker hymns and
Appalachian melodies.
Join us for this celebration of the joy of Christmas
and song during worship. A perfect time to share an
invitation to worship with your friends!
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Christmas Eve: Gift
Offering
New, Packaged Underwear
When we think of people and families in need,
whether it be from disaster or poverty, we often think
of helping provide things such as food, shelter and
clothing. After a disaster, tons of gently used clothing
is donated, but what is often overlooked is clean, in-
the-package, underwear. Yet, accidents happen, for
children and even adults, and access to laundry
facilities is frequently not an option.
Your gift of packaged underwear or new socks on
Christmas Eve will be distributed locally through
Cedar Rapids shelters. We'll be gathering the gifts in
the large chest in the narthex marked for that
purpose.

Close to Home
Gallery & Tree
Following the theme of Close to Home, our
Gallery Space is going to be transformed into a
place of memory and belonging this Christmas.
We are inviting you to participate in two different
ways:
First: Take a picture of your home (front door,
hearth, tree) decorated for Christmas. Or a picture
of something in your house that means home to
you. Or scan a picture of a home that you’ve
inhabited. (eg. childhood home) Send those in to
Pastor Heather (heather@fpccr.org) or share a
hard copy she can scan for inclusion on our
gallery walls.
Second: Bring in an ornament to hang on our
Close to Home trees in the Gathering Space.
There will be small tags with which to mark your
ornaments so that they might be returned to you
after Christmas. Thanks for your help as we
celebrate Coming Home to Christ this Christmas!

Hospitality Imagined
On November 8th, 10 congregants, our pastor,
Heather, and our Director of Discipleship &
Engagement, Stasia, met in the Gathering Space to
dream of ways to be more hospitable in our space
and in our welcome. We chose 5 ways we can
improve our hospitality between now and the end
of the school year. They are:
� A warm greeting at every entrance to our building
on Sunday mornings.
� Creating a shepherds program of people who will
intentionally welcome visitors and accompany
them through their first worship and fellowship
experiences at First Presbyterian.
� Directional signage throughout the building.
� Embracing technology in multiple ways to
increase accessibility, communication, and
welcome.
� Intentionally decluttering and organizing our
material resources, living spaces, and storage.
Over the next several months, you will be hearing
of opportunities to help us extend our welcome in
these new and improved ways. Please prayerfully
consider how God may be inviting you to help. If
you have any questions about the “how” of making
these new ways of hospitality a reality please
contact our Director of Discipleship and
Engagement, Stasia Fine at Stasia@fpccr.org or by
calling the church office Monday or Thursday
before 1 p.m.

Orchestra Iowa
Brass & Organ
Holiday Concert
Tuesday, December 14
7:30 PM at First Presbyterian Church
GENERAL ADMISSION
Adult - $25
Student - $10
Face Masks will be required at this event.
Come join Orchestra Iowa for this holiday special!
Featuring the Orchestra Iowa brass section and
organist Neal Marple, this concert is perfect for the
whole family.

Children's Christmas
Musical
Join us in worship on Sunday, December 19th as
the children of the church present "KFPC News: Las
Posadas for Mary and Joseph" by Fred Kiser. "KFPC
News: Las Posadas for Mary and Joseph" is a
delightful reinterpretation of the Latin American
tradition of Las Posadas, where a procession
including Joseph and Mary travel from home-to-
home seeking a place to stay. This year's pageant
will include a combination of live performance,
pre-recorded story-telling, and our children sharing
songs with us. The children are practicing their
songs during the Sunday school hour. Those who
are pre-recording will meet at the church on
Saturday, December 11th at scheduled recording
times. Dress rehearsal for those who will be
participating live from the sanctuary, will take
place Saturday, December 18th from 10 a.m. to
11:30 a.m. If you are interested in having a photo
of your decorated front door included in the
presentation, please send it to Stasia@fpccr.org
before December 10th.
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Christmas Poinsettias
On Christmas Eve, the Sanctuary will be adorned with poinsettias. Now is the time to get your order in.
These may be ordered In Memory of or In Honor of loved ones. Your order should be turned in to the
office by Sunday, December 5, 2019. The cost is $10. Checks should be made out to First Presbyterian
Church.

I wish to provide a poinsettia for December 24 and have attached $10 in payment.

_____ Please deliver the poinsettia to a shut-in after the 11:00 p.m. service

_____ I plan to pick up the poinsettia after the 11:00 p.m. service

Donor’s name (please print) ______________________________________________________________

Poinsettia given in memory of ________________________________________________________

Poinsettia given in honor of __________________________________________________________

Session Notes
DISCUSSION & ACTION ITEMS:
Recommendation I from Endowment Committee:
To approve, due to low growth rates of insurance
policy investments, the surrender of a policy with
Voya Financial on Dr. Merlin Osborn for cash
value of $26,000, (no surrender fees); and that a
named and separate activity account be created for
the proceeds. Motion made; no second required;
motion carried.
Recommendation II from Endowment Committee:
That action be taken by Finance to move gifts from
memorial activity accounts to the following: For
the We’re In Campaign – Richard Jackson $395;
Lillian Moessner $945; Robert Zink $10 (Total:
$1,350). For the Earth Care/Landscaping Fund –
Ruth Adolph $795; Louise Mowrey $1,005 (Total:
$1,800).
Motion made; no second required; motion carried.
Administration & Personnel (Rod Caszatt): Nancy
Cobb and Heather Hayes are devising job
descriptions for Building Engineer and Financial
Secretary, with applicant interviews upcoming.
Christian Education (Sue Goettel): There is a
definite desire to continue the Bridge program; may
need two classrooms as well as more parent
volunteers because of large attendance. Will hold
Christmas Pageant rehearsals during Sunday
School hour in December. Sunday School
attendance continues to be quite low; may pick up
as children receive Covid vaccinations.
Finance: The committee aims to present a
consensus plan at next month’s Session meeting to
approve another early principle payment on the
Wells Fargo loan, reducing interest expense by
$566/mo.. Session will get a first look at the 2022
budget at the December meeting. Motion made
and approved to accept the October Financial
Report.
Fellowship: All events are scheduled through
Pentecost (June 22, 2022). January events include
snowshoeing, sledding and a possible Trivia Night.
Communications: Working on polishing our
YouTube channel for a clear and more welcoming
image. Progress has been achieved on sound
transmission.
Mission: Discussed 4th Quarter dispersal of funds,
with support for needs of CR residents who lack
secure shelter during the day and support for
Afghan refugee resettlement through the Catherine

McAuley Center. Allocation will be decided at the
December meeting.
Property: Work has been completed on plumbing
and electrical repair, Gathering Space lighting,
Fellowship Hall broken window and minor upkeep,
as well as letting contracts for pest control and snow
removal. Working with Stasia on eliminating clutter,
allocating spaces for specific uses and welcoming
signage. Discussing needed work on old 5th St.
entrance, replacement of concrete steps, and
restoration of doors.
Stewardship: Reported 77 pledges have been made
to-date for $272,890, a little over half of the goal of
$415,000 for 2022. This represents 50 increases
($36,315), 11 decreases ($7,450), 16 remaining the
same, and $3,344 pledged in Per Capita gifts. The
goal is for 140-145 pledging units to respond.
Cottage meetings were attended by 45 members.
Worship & Music: Communion servers for
December 5: Betsy Caszatt, Sue Goettel, Kris
Keuseman. Elders counting offering for December:
12/5 Kris Keuseman Sue Goettel; 12/12 Heidi Kiser,
Steve Kossayian; 12/19 Heidi Kiser, Terry Trimpe;
12/26 Heidi Kiser.
Board of Deacons: Visitation, card and grief
ministries continue. Upcoming projects include
welcome ministry and a Shepherding program for
newcomers and poinsettia delivery to shut-ins.
REPORT ON CHURCH STRUCTURE:
A preliminary diagram was shared and discussed for
a restructuring of congregational leadership to
reduce the size of the Session and Board of Deacons;
reorganize the Christian Education Board as a
Session Committee; create four “big picture”
Commissions to plan and set the tone of our work
(Administration, Proclamation, Discipleship and
Care) and five short-term Seasonal Teams from the
congregation, empowering members and
newcomers together to take ownership in the life and
ministry of our church. It was proposed we consider
trying
MOTION: To authorize Heather Hayes, Stasia Fine
and Kris Keuseman to flesh out a proposal on church
structure to present to Session at the December
meeting and put before the congregation in January.
Motion made and seconded. Motion carried.
MOTION: That the Session of First Presbyterian
Church call a Congregational Meeting on January
23, 2022 to amend the Bylaws by striking Article 5,
reducing the number of Session members from 15 to
12, and reducing the number of Deacons from 15 to
12. Motion made and seconded. Motion carried.

Insight Dec 5th
Willis Dady Homeless Services provides shelter
and prevention services to the homeless and near-
homeless in Cedar Rapids. At the Insight class this
week, Alicia Faust (Willis Dady Executive Director)
will describe some challenges faced in our city and
how Willis Dady works to address them. Join us at
9AM Sunday in Fellowship Hall!

Youth News
� December 1st, Star Tree Shopping
- Middle and High School meet at Walmart on

Blairs Ferry (2645 Blairs Ferry Rd) at 6pm
- Bring $10
- We will eat dinner at Freddy's when we are

done
- Parents pick up at 8 at Freddy's on Blairs Ferry

� December 8th, Regular Youth Group
- Middle School 6-7
- Dinner 7-7:30
- High School 7:30-8:30

� December 15th, Youth Group Christmas Party
-Middle and High School Christmas Party 6-8
-Dinner and White Elephant Gift Exchange
-Location TBD

� December 22nd, No Youth Group
� December 29th, No Youth Group
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12/11 Harper Wesbrook

12/14 Dave Knutson

12/14 Jake Wilding

12/15 James Davies

12/16 Todd Shields

12/17 Lloyd Baird

12/17 Aiden Evans

12/18 Adjo Obessou

12/19 Nancy Shirk

12/20 Juliet Saltmarsh

12/20 Scarlett Saltmarsh

12/20 Greg Smith

12/21 Bonnie Martin

12/23 Mary Ann Barry

12/23 Marilynn Musker

12/25 Jette Bounds

12/25 Holly Rasmussen

12/26 DeEtta Andersen

12/27 Chuck Davis

12/27 Karen Humbert

12/27 Catherine Mawusi

12/29 Gloria Walko

12/29 Jaime Weldon

12/30 Kathy Gregory-Fiala

12/31 Ann Balvanz

12/31 Yawa Defly

12/5/1998
Bob & Ann Schley

12/5/1987
Darrel Wrider & Tricia Bowen

12/10/1971
Brent & Julie Hagerman

12/27/2002
Ryan & Katie Buresh

12/27/2014
Komlan Ayewu & Adjo Obessou

12/28/1988
Bob Naujoks & Sharon Reilly

12/28/2002
Kyle & Kristen Wilcox

12/29/1971
Denny & Karla Goettel

12/29/2013
Julie & DonVanous

12/30/1991
Bill & Jill Ryder

12/31/2010
Elizabeth & Matt Mitchell

Calendar
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
**WNA
Youth
shopping for
Star Tree

2
1:00
Serendipity
Book Club

3
10:00 am Small
Group- Movements
of Christian
Faithfulness

4

5
*Sunday
Schedule
3-5pm Cocoa
& Caroling

6
6:30pm
Evening
Book Group

7
5:30 pm Mission
Committee
6:00 pm CE Board

8
**WNA

9 10
5:00 pm Advent
Vespers

11
Pre-
recording
for
Children’s
Pageant

12
*Sunday
Schedule
Christmas
Cantata
9:00 am
Children’s
Musical
Rehearsal

13 14
11:00 amWomen’s
Bible Study
5:30 Deacons
Meeting
6:30
Communications
Committee

15
**WNA
Youth Group
Christmas
Party

16 17
10:00 am Small
Group- Movements
of Christian
Faithfulness
5:00 pm Advent
Candle Light
Vespers

18
10:00 am
Sanctuary
Rehearsal
for
Children’s
Pageant

19
*Sunday
Schedule
Children’s
Christmas
Pageant

20 21
6:00 pm Fellowship
Session Meeting

22 23 24
5:00 pm Family
Friendly
Candlelight
Worship
10:30 pm
Christmas Eve
Recital
11:00 pm
Candlelight Service

25
Merry
Christmas!

26
*Sunday
Schedule

27 28 29 30 31

9:00 Insight Adult Education on break until 1/9
10:00 Sanctuary Worship & LiveStream
2:30 - 4:00 SEMP prep & assemble
4:00-5:00 SEMP hand out meals church

6:00 pm Bell Choir Rehearsal - 7:00 pm Chancel Choir
Rehearsal
6:00 pm Middle School Youth
7:00pmYouth Dinner
7:30 pm Confirmation - 7:30 pm High School Youth
7:00 pm Close to Home Biblical Study

*Sunday Schedule: **Wednesday Schedule:

12/1 Dick Freeman

12/1 Pam Reynolds

12/2 Steven Greenlee

12/5 Darlene Elbert

12/5 Julie Vanous

12/6 Amelia Denning

12/6 Mia Frese

12/6 Ron Olson

12/6 Sue Olson

12/7 Fred Kiser

12/7 Susan Swain

12/10 John Witt
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