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So, friends, every day do something
that won’t compute. Love the Lord.
Love the world. Work for nothing.
Take all that you have and be poor.

Love someone who does not deserve it.
-Wendell Berry, Manifesto: The Mad Farmer

Liberation Front
Several years ago, National Public Radio’s
program, Morning Edition, asked teachers to give
their students a writing prompt in the month of
February, and to submit class responses to be used
in a broadcast with poet Kwame Alexander. The
prompt was “Love is . . .” In a recent interview,
Alexander asked the weekend host, Rachel Martin,
to complete the prompt herself. Two of her answers
were “Love is vulnerability” and “Love is the only
thing.”
How would you define love?
In this month of February, so many of our
references to and definitions of love seem to
revolve around that very narrow experience of
romantic love. Love is equated with candy hearts
and flowers, that “special someone,” and finding
your perfect match. Yet this is such a small part of
the fuller nature of love that is available to us all.
You would expect the word “love” to appear many
times in the Bible, and you would be right. One
source counts 538 uses of the word love in the
Bible, 317 times in the Old Testament and 221
times in the New Testament. Almost half of the
verses in the New Testament use the Greek word
agape, which is often translated as “love in action.”

Agape is not romantic love (better translated with
the word eros) or the love between friends (philia).
Agape is unconditional and wills or works for the
good of another. Agape is the kind of love that
compels you to put the other person’s best interests
above your own. It is not a feeling as much as it is
an act of will. Agape love is the kind of love we are
called to as Christians. It is the kind of love that
sometimes just doesn’t “compute” for we seem to
receive no reward. Of course, God in Christ, who
commanded us to love/agape one another is the
very one who loves us fully and without condition.
Christ calls us to accept, to trust, and to live into the
love of God for us and for the world.
How do you complete the prompt “Love is . . .”?
I hope your February is full of hearts and flowers
and the warm feeling of love from friends and
family, but I hope you also take time to remember
the all encompassing love of God…and to love
someone who does not deserve it.
Grace & peace,

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is
from God; everyone who loves is born of God and

knows God. Beloved, since God loved us so
much, we also ought to love one another. No one
has ever seen God; if we love one another, God

lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.
I John 4:7,10-11



Sermons in February
Living in Community

February 6
Exodus 20:1-20 and 1 Corinthians 1:10-17
The Things That Unite
Even in the Biblical witness there is tension
between the variety of peoples that God calls
together into faithful community. We’ll explore
how we find unity across that difference in the
cross of Christ and the practices of faith.

February 13
Exodus 13:3-10, John 6:1-15, Acts 2:41-47
The Family Table
“All you need is love…” Isn’t that how the song
goes? While that may be true, we see in our
scriptures this Sunday that maybe it is love and a
good meal together. Woven throughout the Bible
are stories that place shared meals at the heart of
living in community.

February 20
Acts 4:32-37, 6:1-7
Whoever Has Need
Community means caring for one another. We’ll
turn to the practices and witness of the early church
to discover love in action.

February 27
Deuteronomy 34:1-12 and John 14:15-31
Neighbors Both Near and Far
What happens when someone leaves the
community? How do we celebrate? How do we
grieve? We finish our time in this practice thinking
about the ways that we continue to live in
community even when we no longer are physically
near one another.

Why Ashes?
an excerpt from the Companion to the Book of
Common Worship
The Lenten journey from the ashes of death to
resurrected life begins on the first day of Lent, Ash
Wednesday, which signifies a time to turn around,
to change directions, to repent. This first day of Lent
reminds us that unless we are willing to die to our
old selves, we cannot be raised to new life with
Christ. The first step of this journey calls us to
acknowledge and confront our mortality,
individually and corporately. In many traditions,
this is symbolized through the imposition of ashes
— placing a cross on one’s forehead. During the
imposition of ashes the words: “You are dust, and
to dust you shall return” (Genesis 3:19) are
repeated again and again.We are to remember that
we are but temporary creatures, always on the edge
of death. On AshWednesday, we begin our Lenten
trek through the desert toward Easter.
Ashes on the forehead is a sign of our humanity and
a reminder of our mortality. Lent is not a matter of
being good, and wearing ashes is not to show off
one’s faith. The ashes are a reminder to us and our
communities of our finite creatureliness. The ashes
we wear on our Lenten journey symbolize the dust
and broken debris of our lives as well as the reality
that eventually each of us will die.
Trusting in the “accomplished fact” of Christ’s
resurrection, however, we listen for the Word of
God in the time-honored stories of the church’s
Lenten journey. We follow Jesus into the
wilderness, resist temptation, fast, and proceed “on
the way” to Jerusalem and the cross. Our Lenten
journey is one of metanoia (“turning around”), of
changing directions from self-serving toward the
self-giving way of the cross.

February's Practice: Living in
Community
Living in community is at the heart of who we are
as humans and Christians. When God looked upon
the first human in Genesis 2:18, God proclaimed
that it was not good for the human to be alone and
created another being to provide companionship
and company. Since this moment, all humans have
lived in diverse communities that work together to
share abundant life. While we all belong to a global
ecological community, we also belong to many
distinct, micro, human communities, such as the
church.
Before the word church indicated a brick-and-
mortar building, church was a moving and living
community committed to gathering together across
differences, feasting and listening together, uplifting
those in need, and supporting those who depart.
This view of church as a congregation of believers
all worshiping God and learning to live a life
worthy of the gospel is strong evidence that
learning to live in community is intrinsic to being a
Christian.
Living in community is what we are designed to do
as humans, and so we have a choice. Do we live in
community intentionally, with great care and love
for neighbor? Or do we live in community
carelessly and risk hurting others unintentionally?
Living in community intentionally is a faith practice
because it lets us turn our everyday interactions
with others into something holy and full of God’s
love.

Sunday School
During the month of February, Children’s Sunday
School (9 a.m.) and Bridge (10:15 a.m. – excluding
1st Sunday of the month) will be focusing on what
it means to Live in Community. Lesson themes will
be as follows:
Feb. 6th - Everybody’s Got Something to Offer! (1
Corinthians 12:4–31)
Feb. 13th - Trust and Share—All Are Fed! (Exodus
16:1–36; John 6:1–14)
Feb. 20th - Calling the Helpers! (Acts 6:1–7)
Feb. 27th - Traditions and Transitions (John
14:15–23)
A volunteer lead teacher is still needed for Bridge
on February 13th. If interested, please let Stasia
know.

Next Steps at First Pres
Inquiry Class
Interested in learning more about First Presbyterian
church in particular or the Presbyterian church in
general? Hoping to see how your faith can fit and
grow here at our church? Plan on joining us on
February 6th after church for an Inquiry Class.
You'll have an opportunity to meet some of the
church leadership as you learn about FPC and ask
any questions you may have. As a part of the
learning experience there will be an online
component you can do at your own pace (printed
packet for those without computer access). Call,
email or text Pastor Heather (319-899-0094,
heather@fpccr.org) to participate. We want to
provide adequate childcare and food!



Lenten Small Group Facilitator
Training
Would you be interested in being a Lenten Small
Group facilitator? From March 3rd to April 13th
First Presbyterian will be hosting several weekly
small groups in the community and we are looking
for people to facilitate the conversation at them. A
facilitator’s guide will be provided. This includes an
introductory video clip, a written prayer, a
Scripture reference, and discussion questions.
Groups will be discussing the book, “In Defense of
Kindness.” Facilitator training will take place on
Sunday, February 20th starting at 11:30 a.m. and
on Thursday, February 24th at 6:00 p.m. both in-
person and online. If interested in being a
facilitator, please contact Pastor Heather or Stasia.

Hospitality Imagined!
This month we will focus on organizing our spaces
related to corporate worship, as well as those extra
special items, such as our special event serveware.
If this is something you are passionate about, please
let Stasia know that you would like to take part in
this organizing process.

Lenten Reading & Small Groups
In Defense of Kindness by Rev. Bruce
Reyes-Chow
Great news! In March we'll be kicking off our
Lenten small groups. The groups will be reading
and discussing the Rev. Bruce Reyes-Chow's book,
In Defense of Kindness. Bruce is a Presbyterian
pastor, church planter, and has served as moderator
of the national church. There are a number of ways
you can get a copy of the book this month in
anticipation of this congregational read.
Locally, Barnes and Noble and Christian Book will
be carrying copies for purchase. We will also have
a few copies available at the church for purchase.
The book is also available on Amazon in both
paperback and Kindle formats if you'd prefer.
Happy reading!

Lenten Small Group Sign-Up
You are invited to join a Lenten Small Group.
These groups will start between March 3rd and
March 9th and will continue for six weeks, meeting
once a week, until around Palm Sunday (April
10th). Together we will be discussing our Lenten
theme of “Kindness.” Discussion will be introduced
with a video from Pastor Heather, followed by
Scripture reading and then open-ended questions
about that week’s reading from Rev. Bruce Reyes-
Chow’s book, “In Defense of Kindness: Why It
Matters, How It Changes Our Lives, and How It
Can Save the World.” At some point we will have
the opportunity to actually speak with the author!
Below you will find a list of small groups that we
know of so far, but we expect a few additional ones
will be added to the list. Organizing groups is a
work in progress! We want to keep groups limited
to 4 to 8 adults, some groups have requested a limit
of 6 people. We are also encouraging people to
join a group near their home, unless it isn’t a good
fit for them, and then you are welcome to join
another group. Most homes have between two and
five small steps that must be navigated upon entry.
You can sign up by contacting the facilitator or host
directly or by emailing Stasia@fpccr.org. Once a
group size limit has been reached, Stasia will work
to create additional groups or help interested
participants find a group that works within their
schedule and their COVID caution or lack-of-
caution needs. If you are interested in starting an
additional group, not listed here, please let us
know as well!
Out-of-State Members - Online
Day & Time - TBD. Please complete online poll to
share preferred meeting times: https://doodle.com/
poll9dtmu56xbc3m53zi?utm_source=poll&utm_m
edium=link
Host & Facilitator: Chuck Peters
Highway 151/13 Online / In Person (Dependent
upon local COVID #s.)
Fridays at 10 a.m., starting March 4th.
Location: Zoom
Host & Facilitator: Cindy Monroe
Wenig Road NE
Day & Time - TBD
Host: Tom & Priscilla Polehna
Facilitator: Darrell Wrider
Glass Road NE - Vaccinated (Masks Optional)
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m., starting March 9th
Host: Dave & Martha Booth
Facilitator: Dan Ottemoeller

Mt. Mercy Neighbors
Thursdays at 10 a.m., starting March 3rd
Host: Dick Harman
Facilitator: Stasia Fine
Parking available for three additional vehicles.
East Post - Young Professionals and Small Families
Wednesdays at 6 p.m. starting March 9th
Host: Jani and Ryan O’Bannon
Facilitator: Amy Morris
C Ave NE
Tuesday 6:30 p.m. starting March 8th
Host: Bill & Jill Ryder
Facilitator Coordinator: Susan Baker
NW Cedar Rapids
Sunday afternoons
Host: Syliva & Ed Popelka / Scott & Amy
Shoemaker
Facilitator: Scott & Amy Shoemaker
Bever Park West - Vaccinated & Boosted
Thursdays at 7 p.m. starting March 3rd
Host: Thomas & Nancy Lackner
Facilitator: Lynda Barrow
Group of six.
Beaver Park East
Day & Time TBD
Host: Heather and Dave Hayes
Facilitator: Heather Hayes
Methwick
Early Afternoon - TBD
Host: Lois Willhoite
Facilitator: Not yet confirmed.
Cottage Grove South
Tuesdays at 3 p.m., starting March 8th
Host & Facilitator: Connie Richardson
Cottage Grove North - Vaccinated & Possibly
Masked
10 a.m., day TBD
Host/Facilitator - Laura Behrens is ready to partner
with someone in hosting/facilitating this group.
Group of six.
Neighborhoods where we are hoping to have a
small group, but, as of printing of the newsletter,
are in need of a host and facilitator: Marion,
College Community, Stoney Point/Highway 30
West, Downtown CR, Viola Gibson/Ushers Ferry,
South of Mt. Vernon Road, Families with Kids -
North CR, Families with Kids - Beaver Park, and CR
online only group.

Movie Night - Small Group
Launch
Lights...Camera...Action!
February 25th @ 6:30pm
It's movie night at First Presbyterian! To kick off our
Lenten Small Groups we are hosting a movie night
at the church and (hopefully) online. Showing will
be the Fred Rogers 2018 documentary, "Won't You
Be My Neighbor?" We'll be spreading out in the
Fellowship Hall turned movie theater for the
evening's event. Upstairs in the children's areas
we'll have age appropriate movies and activities for
those young ones who may need it. Recognizing
that we still have many members who are not
gathering indoors - and not wanting you to miss out
on this great film! - we're exploring how to host an
online watch party so you can join in the
experience from your own home.



The Evening Book Group will meet on
Monday, February 21, 6:30 p.m.
As in recent months, we will meet by Zoom with
host Tom Lackner (365-6632). The book for
discussion is The Lost Apothecary by Sarah Penner.
In late eighteenth-century London, a woman uses
her secret apothecary to dispense poisons to
women who wish to do harm to men who have
wronged them. In present-day London, a visitor
finds an old bottle in the River Thames. She
embarks on an adventure to find the link between
this bottle and the lost apothecary. All First Pres
women and men are invited to join this discussion.
Our book selection for March is Harlem Shuffle by
Colton Whitehead.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 4
12:00 PM

VIRTUAL EVENT
Please register in advance for this virtual event.
DEBUNKING THE "SINISTER AGENDA"

FEATURING:
MIKE BERANEK

PRESIDENT, IOWA STATE EDUCATION
ASSOCIATION

&
MARY JANE COBB

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, IOWA STATE
EDUCATION ASSOCIATION

What is the impact of the rhetoric and legislation on
our public schools and the system that educates
92% of all Iowa school children? How are the
attacks by lawmakers and others impacting our
public school teachers and educators? What long-
term harm to public education will be the result?
Join us for Intersections/Crossroads as we discuss
the real agenda of public schools, teachers, and
educators as well as the longtime efforts of the
radical right to privatize education.
Use this link to register:
https://www.interfaithallianceiowa.org/get-
involved/intersections

Women’s Bible Study
The Tuesday Women's Bible Study group will be
meeting at 11:00am on the 8th and 22nd of
February. We'll be finishing up the last few lessons
on God's Promise by exploring the ways that God
is with us in Christ and through the Holy Spirit. On
the 8th we'll be looking at Lesson 7 and on the
22nd, Lesson 8. If you'd like to join in, we'll be
beginning a new study in March which is the
perfect time to add your name to the roster.

Endowment
The figures are final for 2021, so it seems a suitable
time to present a review of the Church’s Endowment
history and mention its role in undergirding our faith
community and our ministries, local, national, and
international.
Ryan Buresh, chairperson of the Finance Committee,
wrote in the committee’s 2021 annual report to the
congregation, that the Endowment “provides strong
support to our operations,” citing that, with a
distribution of $96,340 in 2021, it made up 17% of
last year’s budget. In 2022, with a distribution of
$115,172, it is closer to 20% of the budget.
The distribution from the Endowment, is more than
numbers: it tells the tale of generations of 1st Pres
members who faithfully and thoughtfully
remembered to share with their Church some of their
worldly goods in life and at their deaths. From Mrs.
Charles Arnott (sorry, Mrs. Arnott, we do not have a
record of your Christian name), who made a gift of
$1,000 in 1931 to establish our Endowment, to an
estate gift of over $300,000 in recent years, this
permanent fund has grown to just under $2.5 million
at the close of 2021.
By decades since 1960, from a review of Annual
Reports, this is the picture:

In future months, this column will present
additional information about the stories and
statistics that are an important piece in the life of
our congregation and our ministry today.
1931 $1,000
1960 $28,571
1970 $21,735
1980 $153,448
1990 $408,205
2000 $605,946
2010 $949,927
2020 $2,414,275

Gifts, memorials, and bequests for the endowment
from a survey of annual reports since 1946 of about
Disbursed over $1.1 million since 2000
More than $1.4 million since 1951 9,000 in
bequests of $50,000 or less, many of $1,000,
$,5000, and $10,000

An Historic Invitation
In 1927, First Presbyterian and Bethel AME began
a partnership of shared fellowship and ministry in
the Allen-Lincoln-Douglass Banquet. The banquet
honored the legacies of the Reverend Richard
Allen, founder of the AME Church, President
Abraham Lincoln, and abolitionist and author,
Frederick Douglass. Celebrated between the two
churches for decades, the partnership foundered
for a time. However, this February 5th, between
noon-2, we have been invited to revive the
connection between our churches. Bethel AME
will be holding a soul food luncheon, speaker and
prayer at First Presbyterian.
We are invited to have up to 20 persons to join in
the luncheon alongside our siblings in Christ at
Bethel (numbers are capped due to spacing
concerns). If you are interested in attending or
helping provide welcome and hospitality (greeters,
etc.) contact Pastor Heather for information about
tickets and vaccination requirements for the event.
We’d love to take this opportunity to step forward
in partnership with our downtown neighbors.



Sunday Morning
9AM - Fellowship Hall

2/6
White Christian Nationalism & The Future of

American Democracy
Peter Jauhianen, Kirkwood Religious Studies

Faith Inspires Action:
Who are some of those who have responded to
God’s call to act and how did they make a

difference?
How do their examples show us needs and

effective ways to meet those needs?
Can & Should political/ governmental/ social

agency support be an effective expression of our
Christian faith?

2/13
Marin Luther King

Bruce Nesmith, Coe Political Science

2/20
Christian Missions

Gary Connors- Boe, retired Lutheran Pastor

2/27
Acting Out of Faith

Lynda Barrow, Coe Political Science

Session Notes
MOTION: To accept the 2022 Budget as
presented in the floor packet and approved at the
January 23, 2022 Annual Congregational Meeting.
Motion made, seconded and carried.

In further discussion, Lynda Barrow, Stewardship
Chair, reported 121 pledges for $420,479 to date
for 2022. Pastor Hayes noted that two-thirds of the
pledges reflected an increase in giving.

Connie Richardson, Endowment Chair, asked that
the George Martinek Trust be looked into to
determine the family’s wishes for its disposition
and that this request be noted in the minutes.

Video Equipment: Martha Wilding,
Communications Chair, reported the committee’s
findings on video systems installed by
DBAcoustics at other churches and facilitated a
discussion on costs and available finances to
install a customized system at FPC.

MOTION: to move forward with the DBAcoustics
estimate at the discretion of the Communications
Committee (pending potential cost reduction due
to FPC already having new, unused co-ax cabling).
Motion made, seconded and carried.

LENTEN SMALL GROUP PRESENTATION:
Stasia Fine shared plans for Lent 2022, offering
every member of the congregation a small group
opportunity by location, time and Covid
precautions. Twelve neighborhood clusters have
been identified, most with hosts and facilitators
already signed on. Groups need not be
neighborhood-based only and can be built around
friends, generations or common interests. At least
one group will be offered online. Stasia also
displayed a map of the metropolitan area with
250+ pins identifying church members by
geographical location. The program will kick off
with a movie night February 25. Groups will read
and discuss the book, In Defense of Kindness, and
plans are in the works for a possible Zoom event
with the author,

ORGANIZING OURSELVES INTO
COMMISSIONS: Session worked on replacing
the long-time committee structure of FPC with a
new focus on four Commissions --
Administration, Proclamation, Discipleship and
Care – supported by Seasonal Teams who get to
know and work with others in the congregation
for a limited (generally 3-month) period of time.
The Lenten Seasonal Team is already in
operation.

Pastor Heather led an exercise in defining the
four Commissions and the activities entailed.
The results will be expanded, fine-tuned and
discussed with the congregation in a variety of
communications. Preliminary Session
assignments are Administration: Connie
Richardson, Dave Crew, Dave Rasmussen. Care:
Heidi Kiser, Sue Goettel. Discipleship: Kris
Keuseman, Jessica Witt, Lynda Barrow.
Proclamation: Martha Wilding, Marty Brown,
Rod Caszatt.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Endowment (Connie Richardson): Connie
Richardson and Kris Keuseman met with FPC’s
investment management team and report a
13.3% overall return for last year’s endowment
growth. The FPC endowment has grown from $2
million to $2.5 million in two years and there
have been $200,000 in disbursements.

Administration & Personnel: Pastor Heather
noted ongoing interviews for both the facilities
supervisor and Bookkeeper positions.

Finance: Written minutes of the January meeting
noted a very strong cash position of
$640,413.25 at year-end.

A motion was made to adjourn at 9:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Betsy Caszatt Rev. Heather Hayes
Clerk of Session Moderator

Youth News
Fundraising for Summer Trips
The Middle and High School Youth Groups are
planning their trips for the Summer of 2022! Our
Middle Schoolers will be attending The Great
Escape Youth Conference in Green Lake,
Wisconsin. The High School Youth Group will be
going to Indianapolis, Indiana to attend Triennium
Youth Conference, a national gathering of
Presbyterian youth from all over our country, with
other youth groups from the Eastern Iowa
Presbytery. After Triennium the High School kids
will join First Presbyterian Church of Marion to do
mission work in the Indianapolis area.
As we raise funds to be able to participate in these
events we are going to be doing something a little
different this year. Instead of multiple fundraisers
each month which ask you to buy something (or
eat something) our youth are asking for your one
time support in the month of February. We’ve
calculated the cost of the trips at just under
$10,000 and our goal is to raise $5,200 from within
the congregation. Families will be asked to pay
$250 towards the trip for each middle school youth
and $450 for each high school youth to make up
the rest of the $10,000.
You’ll be receiving a mailing in February
describing the experiences in more detail as well as
how to donate. The youth will be sharing some of
their experiences with trips in the past during
worship this month and on Sunday, February will
help with worship leadership as we dedicate this
special offering. Thanks in advance for your
unwavering support of our young people!



2/8 Barb McInally

2/10 Cynthia Burdakin

2/10 Calum Mollman

2/11 Jim Klinger

2/11 Sue Latham

2/12 Ian Fischer

2/12 Phil Thompson

2/13 Callahan Moore

2/14 Boyd Balvanz

2/15 Brian Courtright

2/15 John Cummings

2/15 Steve Kossayian

2/16 Sonya Astor

2/17 Stephanie Wagor

2/19 Crete Bobenhouse

2/19 Jim Powers

2/20 Joseph Kettelkamp

2/20 Merlin Osborn

2/20 Carol Wickey

2/23 Annette Zimmerman

2/24 Sara Sorensen

2/27 Mackenzie Hayes

2/28 Gloria Klinger

2/29 Martha Wilding

2/9/1963
David & Carolyn Horton

2/9/1963
Merlin & Ruth Osborn

Calendar
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1

5:30 pm Mission
Committee

2
**WNA

3
1:00
Serendipity
Book Club

4
10:00 am Small
Group- Movements
of Christian
Faithfulness

5
Lincoln
Douglas
Dinner

6
*Sunday
Schedule

7 8
11:00 amWomen’s
Bible Study
5:30 pm Deacons
7:00 pm Care
Commission

9
**WNA

10 11 12

13
*Sunday
Schedule

14 15
5:30 Discipleship
Commission
7:00 Administration
Commission

16
**WNA

17 18
10:00 am Small
Group- Movements
of Christian
Faithfulness

19
9 am
Quilting at
church +
sack lunch

20
*Sunday
Schedule
11:30 am
Lenten
Facilitator
Training

21 22
11:00 Women’s
Bible Study
5:30 pm
Proclamation
7:00 pm Session

23

**WNA

24
6:00 pm
Lenten
Facilitator
Training

25

6:30 Movie Night

26

27
*Sunday
Schedule

28

9:00 Christian Education & Insight
9:15 Bible Study
10:00 Sanctuary Worship & LiveStream
10:30 Bridge
2:00 - 4:00 SEMP prep & assemble
4:00-5:00 SEMP hand out meals church

6:00 pm Bell Choir Rehearsal - 7:00 pm Chancel Choir
Rehearsal
6:00 pm Middle School Youth
7:00pmYouth Dinner
7:30 pm Confirmation - 7:30 pm High School Youth
7:00 pm Close to Home Biblical Study

*Sunday Schedule: **Wednesday Schedule:

2/2 Irene Hamous

2/2 Jayne Peremsky

2/3 Dick Harman

2/5 Sarah Keuseman

2/5 Rachel Nelson

2/5 Chris Tyler

2/6 Larry Simon

2/6 Ben Wilding

2/7 Harold Brown

2/7 Todd Kiser

2/7 Sheryl Smiley

2/8 Audrey Bradford
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