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I am anticipating the arrival of a few plants in mid-
May to begin a new floral garden in our backyard.
This is my childhood dream garden. I’m planting
within it plants that I admired as a child, but didn’t
quite match with my parents’ gardening aesthetic
or the brightness of their backyard. I discovered
that I am attracted to shade plants and I have the
perfect place for them in my current yard. And I am
looking forward to the passing of the three frozen
kings (a Czech tradition) in order to dig in the dirt,
plant and watch these seedlings grow!
The Easter season is a time for spiritual growth. It is
the season of the church where we remember the
initial spreading of the good news of the
resurrection of Jesus. It is a season that leads up to
the outpouring of God’s Spirit upon the new church
at Pentecost. So often, we think of Lent as the time
in which we go deeper into spiritual disciplines,
which it is. It is the time of tending the ground and
preparing the soil. But it is in the season of Easter
that we watch for the beginning of the vegetative
growth and those hope-filled buds that remind us
spring is here! We move from the darkness of the
tomb to being exposed to the light as new life
emerges from the fertile ground. This is a time to
watch and see and celebrate that God is good and
to observe God’s grace moving within our lives and
communities.
I look forward to observing alongside you the
newness of this season and what all God may have
in store for us!
Your Director of Discipleship and Engagement,
Stasia Fine



VBS
Join us for Discovery on Adventure Island VBS as
we explore the Quest for God’s Great Light! Our
quest takes place Sunday, July 17th through
Thursday, July 21st from 5:30 p.m. to 7:40 p.m.
Currently seeking:
• Island Guides to travel between stations with an
age group and to lead end of day reflection
activities.
• Actor: Lighthouse Keeper (for opening assembly)
• Puppeteer: Beacon the Puffin (for opening
assembly)
• Music Leader (for opening assembly - we have
music videos to help with this.)
• VBS Promotional Announcements Coordinator
• Registration Greeter
• Meal Coordinator
• Meal Assistants
• Bible Storytellers (one person for each day or one
person for five-days)
• Science Activity Center Teacher
• Craft Activity Center Teacher
• Recreation Leaders (great opportunity for our
teenagers)
If you are ready to accept this mission, contact
Stasia Fine or volunteer on our VBS website
(fpccr.mycokesburyvbs.com)! Thank you to Pastor
Heather Hayes and her family for already
volunteering to do the decorating and Bill Wilding
for coordinating the Recreation Activity Center!

Children's Ministry Thank You
Sunday, May 15th is our final Sunday of Children’s
Christian Education programming for the
2021-2022 school year. Thank you Cindy Monroe,
Barb Kean, Jani O’Bannon, Joseph Ryder, Hannah
Saltmarsh, and Allie Hayes for walking alongside
our kids during the Sunday School hour! Thank you
also to Jaime Weldon, Kayleigh Bryant, Darby
Winger, Mike Davies, Catherine Mawusi, Agnes
Samtu, Bob Naujoks, and Molly Buresh for
supporting our new Bridge program by being
teachers and assistants. Thank you Fred Kiser and
Barb Kean for teaching our kids church songs.
Thanks Kelli Eggert for facilitating online
opportunities for our kids. We appreciate you all!
The nursery will continue to be available for
children not yet in school and those to whom sitting
for an hour for worship is challenging. We also
appreciate our nursery caregivers Christina Hunt,
Barb Kean, and Allie Hayes.

Thank you Lenten Seasonal Team
A big thank you to our Lenten Seasonal team for all
their help in envisioning and organizing our
opportunities for worship, service, fellowship &
study during Lent, Holy Week and Easter this year.
From Ash Wednesday stations, to Palm Sunday
dramatic readings, to Easter breakfast and the
Flowering of the Cross, they've helped our
community grow in relationship to God and to
each other.
Lenten Seasonal team members were: Suzanne
Barnes, Roxi McCrane, Dan Ottemoeller, Darrel
Wrider, Sue Goettel, and Martha Wilding. Make
sure and tell them thanks!
All church members are encouraged to participate
in a seasonal team sometime during the year.
Spring Team is already hard at work. Summer Team
has met once to begin planning - but would love to
welcome a few more members for the fun of
summer. Homecoming Team (which plans activities
for late August/September) will be forming during
June. We can't wait to hear your ideas for life @
First Pres!

Graduating Seniors
Is your child graduating from high school or from
college? We’ll be celebrating their
accomplishments as the 2021-2022 school year
comes to a close. We’d love to have pictures and
plans to share with the congregation. Contact
Pastor Heather or Stormy in the front office to fill
out a short questionnaire and submit a picture(s).

Mark Your Calendars:
Summer Neighborhood Meal &
Enrichment Program
July 18-22 and August 8-12
Each summer area churches in partnership with St.
Paul's United Methodist Church host a daily lunch
(M-F) to fill the gap for children and families who
don't have access to a noon meal provided by the
schools during those summer months. This
summer we will be providing the volunteers for
two weeks - July 18-22 and August 8-12. There are
a variety of shifts during the morning-noon hours.
Plan on helping with a shift as we provide for our
neighbors.

Spring Musical
In place of the spring musical, First Presbyterian
Kids will be sharing prayers and helping with our
worship liturgy, as well as sharing artwork they
have created on Sunday, May 22nd. We hope that
you will be able to join us in worship that day to
cheer them on! If your child is interested in having
a role in the service, please let Stasia know by May
15th.

Sundays in May
An Easter People
Come Celebrate With Us!

May 1st Acts 9:1-20
Paul on the Road to Damascus
Communion Sunday
Fill the Cart Sunday

May 8th Preaching: Rev. Howard Chapman

May 15th Acts 16:16-34
Silas Sings in Jail
Chancel Choir Cantata
“Songs for the Journey” by Kevin
Siegfried
Volunteer Appreciation Sunday

May 22nd Acts 11:1-18
Peter Grows in Faith
Confirmation Sunday
Children’s Sunday
Dedication of Fellowship Hall

May 29th Acts 9:36-43
Tabitha is Healed & Serves
Service Sunday (see article)

Service Sunday
May 29th

On May 29th wear your work clothes to church.
We’ll be having a shortened worship of prayer,
music and scripture that will kick off a morning of
service. Opportunities will abound for work
around the church building and for our downtown
neighborhood. Snacks and drinks will be available
and workers will be finished off before 1pm. Come
check out the Gathering Space and share how you
will be involved.



Camp Wyoming
It's not too late to go to camp!
Spaces are still available at most of the various
camps offered this summer at Camp Wyoming.
From the single overnight, You & Me, camps
offered for kindergarten aged children to week-
long, multi-site adventure camps for high
schoolers, Camp Wyoming has something for
everyone. Check out www.campwyoming.net to
find a summer adventure for your child. First
Presbyterian covers half the cost for camp - contact
Pastor Heather for more details.

Summer Events @ FPC
The Summer Seasonal Team has put together a full
schedule of fun and fellowship for our church
family this summer! Once a month on a Sunday
afternoon, we will have an all-church off-site
activity. Then on Wednesdays from 5:30 – 7:30
p.m. starting June 8th we will offer a service
project, an activity in nature, something creative or
worshipful, or a fun group activity. This includes a
night at the Kernels on August 17th. Cost for this
will be $20 and will cover your ticket and a basic
meal.
We are going to have Summer Fun T-shirts printed
that we can all wear for these events – kind of like
a family reunion! Please let us know if you think
you will attend at least one event and what size of
shirt you prefer. There will be a space in the
Gathering Space on Sunday mornings to do so. We
will use this information to request estimates on
shirt printing costs. Looking forward to having fun
together this summer!

New Members in April
A big FPC welcome to Chris & Kayleigh Bryant and
their children, Elijah, Oliver, and Ruby Davis.
We're so glad you're part of our church family!

Small Group Thank You
Thank you to everyone who participated in one of
our mostly neighborhood based Lenten Small
Groups! Did you know ninety-nine different adults
participated in one of our sixteen small groups? We
even had one online group for church members
who now live out of state! The initial goal was to
offer maybe six to eight small groups with possibly
around thirty to fifty participants. Look who
showed up! All of you! Thank you!
Thank you especially to those who hosted and/or
facilitated a small group. If it weren’t for you, your
group would never have happened! If you haven’t
already, please let your small group host or leader
know how much you appreciated them!
Also, if you are interested in starting a new small
group or participating in one, let me know
whenever it works best for you!
God bless!
Stasia Fine, Director of Discipleship and
Engagement

The Evening Book Group will meet on
Monday, May 16, 6:30 p.m., in the home of Tom
and Nancy Lackner, 11 Blake Ct SE, 365-6632. The
book for discussion is The Body: A Guide for
Occupants by Bill Bryson. Written in the author’s
lucid, amusing style, this book is a guide through
the human body — how it functions, it’s ability to
heal itself, and the ways it can fail. The writing is
full of both extraordinary facts and irresistible
anecdotes. All First Pres women and men are
invited to join in the discussion. Our selection for
June is How the Word is Passed by Clint Smith.

Women’s Bible Study
After a brief hiatus to participate in Lenten small
groups, the Tuesday Women's Bible Study is back.
Meeting on the second and fourth Tuesdays at
11:00am (May 10 & 24th) we will be finishing the
last two lessons from our Horizon's Bible Study,
God's Promise: I am With You. On May 10th we'll
meet at the church and on May 24th we'll take a
field trip to meet in the gardens at Pastor Heather's
home.

Youth News
During the month of May our Youth Groups will
continue meeting every Wednesday night. Our last
meeting of the school year will be May 25th. On
Sunday May 15 from 5:30-8 we will be attending an
outing with the Youth Group at First Presbyterian
Marion at the mini golf course at Airport National
golf course.
We are very excited for our trips this summer. The
Middle Schoolers will be headed to Green Lake,
Wisconsin to attend the Great Escape Youth
Conference. There they will be able to connect with
other Middle Schoolers from all over the Midwest,
play in several games and activities, and grow in
their relationship with Christ. The High School
Youth Group will be joined by First Presbyterian
Marion to do mission work in the Indianapolis area.
We are very excited for these trips and several other
activities this summer!



Nametags
Are you already wearing your nametag each week?
If so, thank
you! In any given Sunday, you are likely to see
people who you don't know and/or who don't
know you. Please remember to wear your name
tags or lanyards. To make them more accessible,
we've moved the name tag stands back into the
gathering space. And for your convenience, we
have placed several large red baskets near the
doors for you drop your nametag into on your way
out. We will put them away for you to easily locate
the next week.
Thank you, Thank you! If you would prefer to
change the form of your nametag to a lanyard or to
a magnetic tag, just let someone in the Care
Commission know. Care Commission members
will be wearing pins that read, "We Care."

Care Commission Buttons
Care Commission members will wear these buttons
on Sundays so you know who we are. We welcome
you to share ideas and concerns with us about how
we can improve. Is our building clean and pretty?
Have we provided clear signage to locate the
children's Sunday Schools, the sanctuary and other
essentials easily? Would you like to be a Fellowship
host or dedicate flowers for the altar on a special
Sunday? We are here to serve. Thank you for your
input!

Altar Flowers
The Care Commission is restarting the signup to
dedicate flowers on the altar on Sundays in
memorial of someone special or in dedication of a
happy event. Sign up through the church office or
the Welcome table in the gathering space. Stormy
from our church office will call to coordinate your
flower donation the week prior to your donation.

Fellowship Hall Dedication
May 22nd
Make plans to join us on May 22nd as we dedicate
our newly renovated Fellowship Hall for the service
of the church. Thanks to generous gifts from the
David & Olive crew estate, the Crew family and the
Presbyterian Women of FPC we were able to
upgrade the flooring, lighting and ceiling in
Fellowship Hall. The work began (and was finished)
at the beginning of 2020, but we were unable to
dedicate and fully enjoy the space as a
congregation due to the onset of the pandemic.
Now, however, as we reopen, we are excited to
fully appreciate the ways in which the new space
will enhance our gatherings, our fellowship time,
our connection with community groups that use
the space, and our ministry through the Sunday
Evening Meals Program.



5/1
China, Korea, Japan

David Nordmann, Coe History

5/8
United Nations

Ann Woodward, Linn County UN Assoc President

5/15
Russia

Discussion – Russia: Pathways to Peace

5/22
Conflicts Between People with Different religions

Matthew Hagele, Kirkwood World Religions

5/29
India Today

Chirantian Ghosh, Oncologist

FRIDAY, MAY 6
12:00 PM
IN PERSON

RSVPs for attending IN PERSON are required by
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 30, AT NOON

LESSONS FROM 20 YEARS IN THE LEGISLATURE

Featuring:
Senator Rob Hogg, District 33 (Cedar Rapids)

State Senator Rob Hogg of Cedar Rapids, who is not
running for re-election, will share lessons from his
20 years in the Iowa Legislature, including
reflections on the role of faith in the public life of
our state. Rob lives in Cedar Rapids with his wife,
Kate. Together, they have three adult children. They
are members of Christ Episcopal Church in Cedar
Rapids.

RSVPs for attending IN PERSON are required by
WEDNESDAY, MAY 4, AT NOON.

Registrations to WATCH ONLINE can be made up
until the time of the event.

Use this link to register:
https://www.interfaithallianceiowa.org/get-
involved/intersections

Session Notes
FINANCIAL REPORT: Connie Richardson
reported that $52,000 has already been received in
advance of the yet-to-be-launched We’re In (Phase
II) capital campaign. Pastor Hayes reported that
March income and expenses were close to budget.
Cash balance is down $31,000 due to payments
having been made for sound/video streaming
equipment and for HVAC system repairs.
Acceptance of the financial report for March was
tabled until the May meeting.
OLD BUSINESS / ACTION ITEMS:
MOTION Endowment & Memorial Committee:
That funds be moved from the general Memorial
Account to the specific memorial spending
account named in the following list. All
recommendations are based on contact with
family members by members of the Committee:
Motion made and carried. *Chart on left
MOTION from Proclamation Commission: That
members explore and purchase a dedicated
computer for streaming on-screen liturgy and
hymn graphics for home viewing. The Commission
will use funds from the Grant Bramel memorial
earmarked for technology.
COMMISSION CHECK-IN:
Care Commission Positive feedback was noted
regarding return of Fellowship time after worship.
The commission will look into a shepherding
(mentoring) program for new members; stationing
a Deacon/volunteer with Pastor Hayes following
worship to greet and take visitors to Fellowship;
staffing a permanent Welcome Table with
information, nametags, sign-ups; conducting a
quarterly walk-through of the church to track and
update signage, repair and other needs. Dave
Rasmussen was authorized to purchase a coded
lockbox for keys to be used by offering counters to
access the treasurer’s office after worship.
Discipleship Commission Planning continues for
a year-round Stewardship program rather than a
seasonal campaign. A steering committee is being
formed to plan two racial justice workshops with
author/professor Drew Hart this spring and fall --
one directed to pastors and church leaders in a
Christian context, the other for the wider
community, advocating social justice. Due to
dishwasher repair, SEMP will not move inside until
June.

Name Amount For

Ted Kubicek $ 365 Activities fund for
library and archives

Moe Richardson $ 1,160 Direct help for WHS
family’s housing

Judy O’Donnell $ 450 Earth care

Catherine (Kay)
Ames

$ 1960 Kitchen fund

Don Ross $ 1,845 Kitchen fund

Grant Bramel $ 505 Technology

Motion from Endowment & Memorial Committee

Proclamation Commission Purchasing additional
streaming technology (see motion under “Action
Items”) and working on upgrading and unifying
signage throughout the church building.
Administrative Commission (Dave Crew, Dave
Rasmussen, Connie Richardson): The Commission
accepted the March financial report. Property
concerns include bulb replacement in the
sanctuary ceiling and plans for a patio outside the
parking lot entrance. Concern has been raised
regarding homeless individuals squatting at this
entrance for the past three years. New policies and
appropriate action are being discussed. It was
suggested that Session invite social services and the
police to make presentations on the homeless
issue.
The search for a new bookkeeper continues and
several time/salary configurations were discussed.
There is a need for developing a team of volunteers
to operate the new video streaming equipment for
worship every Sunday.
SEASONAL TEAMS CHECK-IN:
SpringTeam: Pastor Hayes is enthusiastic about the
energy and ideas coming from short-term teams.
Plans are being developed for the Cantata,
Children’s Sunday, Service Sunday (congregation
comes to short worship service in work clothes and
moves on to projects), and Pentecost service
followed by a picnic in Greene Square.
Summer Team: VBS will be an evening-format,
Sunday-Thursday, July 17-21; Wednesday night
“First Pres Experience” will continue with plans
including Art with Marty, goat yoga, fishing, Mt.
Trashmore, Lake McBride, bike ride, bowling,
softball and a Kernels game.
PASTOR’S REPORT: Planning for representatives of
Willis Dady Center and CRPD who work with the
homeless to visit the May Session meeting to
discuss ways FPC can be supportive and
compassionate while establishing boundaries.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:45. Pastor Hayes
closed with prayer asking God’s help in spreading
his love to those who feel most unloved and
discarded.

Respectfully submitted,
Betsy Caszatt Rev. Heather Hayes
Clerk of Session Moderator



5/11 Mike Davies
5/11 Tom Polehna

5/11 Michael Weems
5/12 Justin Adams
5/13 Andy Aalderks
5/13 Ryan Kiser
5/13 JJ Tyler

5/14 Richard Wagner
5/15 Wendy Frese

5/15 Megan Wesbrook
5/18 Selma Brigham
5/19 Ethan Shields

5/20 Nancy Edmondson

5/20 Charles Oldenkamp
5/21 Helaina Thompson

5/22 Deb Hoy
5/22 Charlene Reeder
5/23 Julie Hagerman
5/26 Ada Potratz

5/26 Matthew Wilding
5/27 Mary Jane Barlow
5/27 Steve Volesky
5/28 Kissy Heins

5/28 Daniel Nelson
5/28 Kayla Nelson
5/28 Jim Richardson
5/29 Nan Riley

5/31 Mindi Dixson

5/1/1999
Dave & Heather Hayes

5/3/1980
Bob & Sue Mollman

5/5/1979
Cynthia & John Burdakin

5/5/1956
Clark & Nancy Parks

5/5/1990
Suzanne & Matt Weems

5/12/1978
Roxi & John McCrane

5/15/2016
Cory & Tiffany Elwick

5/15/1999
Matthew & Karen Nelson

5/17/2003
Mark & Tracy Zimmerman

5/19/1984
Phil & DeEtta Andersen

5/21/1994
John & Laura Cummings

5/23/1987
Carolyn & Dave Crew

5/24/1975
Carroll & Sue Edmondson

5/24/1980
Deb & Matt Hoy

5/25/1996
Nancy & Steve Barry

5/25/2014
Amy & Kevin Morris

5/25/1974
Mary Ann & Chuck Peters

5/28/1988
Michael Miller & Laura

Runkle

5/29/1966
Bonnie & Herb Neubauer

5/31/1969
Diana & Jim Richardson

5/31/1969
Stephanie & John Wagor

FELLOWSHIP HOSTS

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1
*Sunday
Schedule
Communion
Fill the Cart
for Food Bank

2 3 4

**WNA

5

1:00 pm
Serendipity
Book Group

6

12:00pm
Intersections

7

8
*Sunday
Schedule
Happy
Mother’s
Day!
10:30 Bridge
11:15 am
Discipleship
Commission

9 10
11:00 Women’s
Bible Study
4:00 pm Care
Commission
5:30 pm Deacons

11
**WNA

12 13 14

15
*Sunday
Schedule
10:30 Bridge

16
10:00 am
Spring Seasonal
Team
5:30pm
Administrative
Commission
6:30 pm Evening
Book Group

17 18
**WNA
6:00
Confirmation
Session Dinner

19 20 21

22
*Sunday
Schedule
Confirmation
Sunday

23 24
11:00 Women’s
Bible Study
5:30 pm
Proclamation
Commission
7:00 pm Session

25

**WNA
No
confirmation

26 27 28

29
9:00 Insight
10:00 -1:00
Worship &
Service

30
Memorial Day

31

9:00 Christian Education & Insight
10:00 Sanctuary Worship & LiveStream
11:00 am Fellowship
2:00 - 4:00 SEMP prep & assemble
4:00-5:00 SEMP hand out meals church

6:00 pm Bell Choir Rehearsal - 7:00 pm Chancel Choir
Rehearsal
6:00 pm Middle School Youth
7:00pm Youth Dinner
7:30 pm Confirmation - 7:30 pm High School Youth

*Sunday Schedule: **Wednesday Schedule:

5/1 Matt Davidson
5/1 Greg Thirnbeck
5/3 Rochelle Naylor
5/4 Carrie Bryner

5/4 Oliver Keuseman
5/4 Carly Ryder

5/5 Samuel Afangbedji
5/5 Cheryl Stramel
5/6 Eva Andersen
5/7 Bill Ryder

5/8 Patrick Thies
5/10 Beth Davies
5/10 Tom Reed
5/10 Calli Tyler

5/10 Aubrey Weldon

BIRTHDAYS

ANNIVERSARIES

May 1
Mike Miller & Laura Runkle

Connie Richardson
May 8

Darby Winger & Barbara Cole
Randy Reynolds

May 15
Mary Noland-Houtz

Jani O’Bannon

May 22
Cindy & John Burdakin

Paula Meyer
May 29

Dee & Chuck Davis
Kayleigh Bryant
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