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Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. ‘Teacher,’
he said, ‘what must I do to inherit eternal life?’ He
said to him, ‘What is written in the law? What do
you read there?’He answered, ‘You shall love the
Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your
soul, and with all your strength, and with all your
mind; and your neighbor as yourself.’ And he said to
him, ‘You have given the right answer; do this, and
you will live.’ But wanting to justify himself, he

asked Jesus, ‘And who is my neighbor?
Luke 10:25-29

As we head into February, I’d like to share with
you a few stories that have perhaps come about
because of the pipe burst disaster. As you know, in
a commitment to continue the operation of the
Linn County Emergency Food Pantry out of our
church, we cleaned out and relocated the pantry
to the other side of our basement. They have been
able to reopen this week (the last week of January)
and clients are coming in through the 5th street
side and heading downstairs. A downside is that
the 5th street side has limited parking, no
overhang, and a very small lobby/landing. When
you add that to the limited room downstairs and
an ability to only serve 3-4 clients at a time, we
were imagining a not-so-hospitable scenario with
a bunch of cold people packed on the sidewalk in
front of our church each day from 1-3pm.
Luckily, our Advent-Epiphany Seasonal Team, had
already imagined a “Month of Food Bank Love”
for February, providing hospitality to food bank
clients by inviting them in to the warmth of our
Fellowship Hall and distributing some of the
necessities we collected during Advent. Well, we
don’t have a Fellowship Hall anymore but we
were able to pivot quickly and create a system
with the Food Bank that individuals needing
services are able to get a number and wait in our

Gathering Space-turned-Cafe. And a few members
determined that we shouldn’t limit our hospitality to
February but have started acting as hosts immediately.
In just a few days it is amazing the impact that has
been made.
Around the tables and over a cup of coffee or hot
chocolate our hosts (and myself) have been able to
hear stories and have conversation with many of the
people who are using the services of the Food Bank.
One man shared how he was recreating his life here
in Cedar Rapids after losing his spouse of 35 years.
Another mother was pleased to be connected with
community resources for her young preschool age son
who had just been diagnosed as being on the autism
spectrum. A late elementary aged girl was thrilled to
pick out a novel from our kids book cart while her
mother picked up food. Another man was helped to
get a print out of the lease papers from his newly
rented apartment as it was hard for him to read the
digital copy on his phone and he doesn’t have a
computer. Each of these interactions embody the love
of God in a meaningful way in someone’s life.
Despite the challenges that our recent building woes
have brought us, I think that this is one of the upsides.
In our creative use of limited space, we find ourselves
bumping into one another more and more, whether
that be in our fellowship hour, during SEMP, or during
the week. That proximity offers us a grand opportunity
to get to know each other more fully and in doing so
learn more deeply what it means to be Christ’s
community here on earth. I hope we are able to use
this time to shift from being providers to truly
neighbors with those who come to our building. If
you’d like a chance to be a Food Bank host - check out
the sign up on our website or talk to Cindy Monroe,
Stasia, or myself.

Grace & peace,



February 5th
Celebration of Communion

Fill the Cart Sunday
Stories Jesus Told: Parables and the Reign of God

Matthew 20:1-15, Matthew 22:1-14
In Matthew’s gospel we see the reign of God
disrupting business as usual, as outcasts are invited
to the table and all are given a daily wage. Yet the
parables in Matthew often end with a scene of
judgement. How do we often limit God’s grace with
our own editorial tendencies?

February 12th
Worship @ First

Rev. Roger Grandia preaching
1 Corinthians 3:1-9

February 19th
Worship @Westminster

Stories Jesus Told: Parables and the Reign of God
Matthew 18:23-34, Luke 15:11-32

As we bring this series to a close, we compare two
parables which seem to have very different answers
to the questions we’ve been posing about the nature
of God and God’s kingdom. How do we hold in
tension these different perspectives and how do we
perhaps find our answers in the middle of that
paradox?

February 26th
First Sunday in Lent

SEEKING: Who will you listen to?
Matthew 4:1-11

In the wilderness, Jesus defies the deception of the
tempter by listening—to God, to his inner moral
compass, to the teachings of his faith. And so, who
will you listen to? Whose voices—and what
messages—take up too much space in your head?
From the onslaught of messaging we receive, we are
invited to choose carefully. Faith practices can help
us listen and filter what we’re hearing to discern
God’s voice.

SharedWorship - Pulpit Exchange
February 12th & February 19th
On Sunday, February 12th the members of
Westminster will be joining us in worship at First
Presbyterian. Their pastor, the Reverend Roger
Grandia will be preaching on 1 Corinthians 3:1-9.
Then on Sunday, February 19th we’ll return to
Westminster’s sanctuary where we’ll hear Pastor
Heather conclude her series on the parables of
Jesus.

The Evening Book Group will meet on
Monday, February 20, 6:30 p.m., in the home of
Gisele Steffe, 1225 13th St NW #302,
319-775-7498. The book for discussion is The Man
Who Died Twice by Richard Osman. The four
members of The Thursday Murder Club, residents of
a posh retirement village, are once again involved
in an investigation of murder and theft. A visitor
arrives seeking help having been accused of
stealing diamonds worth millions. Soon the four
septuagenarians are involved in a mystery of
murder and mayhem. All First Pres women and
men are invited to join the discussion. Our
selection for March is Recitatif by Toni Morrison.

AshWednesdayWorship
February 22 @ 6:30pm
Join us for an interactive worship and prayer
journey exploring the symbolism of ashes. A mix of
scripture, song, prayer and meditation in the
sanctuary and at prayer stations in the large parlor,
this joint service is hosted at Westminster
Presbyterian and will include the imposition of
ashes.

Stewardship Through The Seasons
Stewardship is defined as the conducting,
supervising, or managing of something; especially
the careful and responsible management of
something entrusted to one's care. So often when
churches and pastors begin to talk about
stewardship, everyone thinks that we will be just
talking about money. But there is so much more to
stewardship than just money. Yes, it includes begin
a good steward of money, but it also covers our
bodies, the environment, our time, our talents, and
our relationships. This year we will be keeping the
stewardship conversation going, learning what it
means to be a good steward across all areas of our
lives. In the first quarter our focus will be
stewardship of our bodies. In the second, we’ll turn
our attention to stewardship of our world and care
for the environment. In the summertime we’ll turn
to stewardship of our time and how we balance our
commitments and in the fall we’ll turn toward
stewardship of our money and resources. Through it
all, we’ll learn what it looks like to steward these
things well so that not only will our lives be
changed but also how the world around us can be
changed by followers of Jesus stewarding their
resources (time, talent, relationship, environment,
bodies, and yes money as well).

Healthy food. We all know we should be eating it,
but what does it mean to “eat healthy?” Is it an
achievable way of life for everyone? For some
budgets, it may not be possible to shop both
healthy and affordable at major grocers. For some
households, it may not be accessible to make it to
a grocery store every week. For some individuals, it
may not be realistic to create healthy meals every
night.
Whatever the barrier is to healthy eating, the
Matthew 25 Cultivate Hope Corner Store is here to
help.
The Cultivate Hope Corner Store is a small,
nonprofit grocery store located in the historic
Hosmer Building on the corner of Ellis Boulevard
and E Avenue, near downtown Cedar Rapids. This
beautifully remodeled space provides reduced-cost

Groceries For A Cause: Cultivate Hope Corner Store
produce that is fresh and local, as well as other dry
goods and food staples.
Groundswell Cafe supplies fresh, ready-to-eat
meals at the store. There is also a small seating area
if you just want to stop in for a cup of coffee or a
quick bite.
Everyone and anyone is welcome – and
encouraged! – to shop here. The convenient
location along E Avenue and Ellis Boulevard makes
it a perfect place to shop for a few essentials on
your way home from work, or for those living in
surrounding neighborhoods to pick up the
groceries they need from a walkable location. Even
if you’re from the other side of town, we’d love to
have you stop by the Corner Store to support our
mission – and your fellow neighbors.



Annual meeting
The Session of First Presbyterian Church has called
the Annual Meeting of the congregation to be held
following worship on February 5th at 11:00am. The
items to be addressed at this meeting include:
The receiving of annual reports and financial
statements from 2022 and the attendant business of
the corporation.
Election of elders, deacons, endowment
committee, and nominating committee members.
Approval of the terms of call for Reverend Heather
Hayes.
Annual reports and meeting packets will be
available online and to pick up on Sunday, January
29th.

Month of love
One of the wonderful new creative ideas that has
come from a seasonal team is the decision of the
Advent team to distribute the Reverse Advent gifts
to those who participate in the Linn Community
Food Bank. Each day during the month of February
one Reverse Advent gift will be distributed to our
shared guests. We will also offer hospitality with a
warm space to sit and a warm beverage to drink
while waiting for one’s number to be called for the
food bank. If you are interested in volunteering to
host in the early afternoon on a day in February,
please sign up on our SignUpGenius (accessible on
the website), in the Gathering Space, or contact
Cindy Monroe.

Women’s Bible Study
Esther and Judith are the subjects of the Thursday
Women’s Bible Study group in February. We’ll be
meeting on the second and fourth Thursdays
(February 9th & 23rd) at 1pm. All are welcome to
join in the discussion, support and prayer!

SEEKING: honest questions for a
deeper faith
Lent 2023
The lectionary texts for Lent this year offer us many
stories of Jesus encountering people who are
seeking: Nicodemus comes to him in the veil of
night, he approaches a Samaritan woman at a well,
he heals a man born without sight. In these stories,
each person is seeking a new beginning, a different
life, a deeper faith. What unfolds is an exchange
filled with questions and exploration.
Like the characters in our Lenten scriptures, we are
also seeking many things: clarity, connection,
wonder, justice, balance. We are seeking our
calling, the sacred, and how to live as a disciple.
There are questions that are on our own lips. So this
Lent come ask questions with us, wrestle for
answers, and emerge with a deeper faith.

Children’s Christian Education
Feb. 12th, Feb. 26th, and Mar. 12th Bible Basics
(3rd – 5th grades) will be having a special creative
unit on parables taught by Bob Naujoks and
supported by Cindy Monroe. They will explore how
a parable can be told in different ways using
language, creative lettering, and art. Together the
kids will create a mural for our Gathering Space.
Jan. 29th through Mar. 26th Godly Play (K-2nd
grades) will be doing a unit called “The Faces of
Easter” which gives an overview of Jesus’ life from
birth to Easter.
Agape Kids will be connecting topics of their
interest to the Christian faith. This includes Damian
Lillard, the circulatory system, and dreams/
imagination.
Your entire family unit is invited to join us for Faith
5 on Sunday, February 5th at 9 a.m. in the children’s
wing.

Stewardship Moment
During the first quarter of 2023, as a church family,
we are encouraged to reflect upon what it means to
be good stewards of our bodies. Below you will find
some verses from the Bible that might be reflected
upon during this time. Consider printing this page
or selecting a favorite verse from it to rewrite on a
notecard and hang on your refrigerator or perhaps
even record with dry-erase marker on your
bathroom mirror.

“Do you not know that your bodies are temples of
the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have
received from God?You are not your own; you were
bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your
bodies.” - 1 Corinthians 6:19-20

“So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do,
do it all for the glory of God.” – 1 Corinthians 10:31

“So God created humankind in his image,

in the image of God he created them;

male and female he created them. - Genesis 1:27

“While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and
when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it
to his disciples, saying, ‘Take and eat; this is my
body.’” - Matthew 26:26

“I praise you because I am fearfully and
wonderfully made;

your works are wonderful,

I know that full well.” – Psalm 139:14

“Beloved, I pray that all may go well with you and
that you may be in good health, as it goes well with
your soul.” – 3 John 1:2

“And my God will meet all your needs according to
the riches of his glory in Christ Jesus.” - Philippians
4:19

“Even youths shall faint and be weary, and young
men shall fall exhausted; but they who wait for the
Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up
with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be
weary; they shall walk and not faint.” – Isaiah
40:30-31

“And having food and clothing, with these we shall
be content.” - 1 Timothy 6:8

American Heart Association
CPR/AED Training
Sunday, February 12th 1 - 3 p.m. OR
Thursday, March 23rd 5:15 - 7:15 p.m.
The recent cardiac arrest of Buffalo Bills safety
Damar Hamlin has created an important
conversation about ways we can be prepared to
assist in an emergency. One way that First
Presbyterian and many other businesses and
organizations have prepared for a life-threatening
heart emergency is by having an AED available in
one’s building. But having an AED is not enough if
people feel intimidated and unsure of how to use
it. Join us for one of two educational opportunities
to learn how to use this simple device and learn the
basics of CPR.
Training is free for anyone who would like to
participate. If you would like a certificate of
completion, once complete, the cost is $35.
Register at: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/
4090f4eaaaa29a1ff2-cpraed#/



Blast from the Past
A message from First Pres Archives
Pew Rents
Soon after the stone church was occupied, the
money for current expenses and benevolences was
contributed by members in the form of rent for their
own pews on which their name plates had been
placed. The rates varied according to location, as in
a theatre. The records show that the maximum rate
was increased from time to time, standing in 1875
at $60 a year, then $70 a year in 1890. In 1880 the
treasurer’s report shows a total of $3231 received
for the year from pew rent and the sum did not
fluctuate greatly from year to year. BY 1900,
pledges were taken in addition to pew rents, and by
1912 this had developed into the “every member
canvass.” In 1915 the “envelope fund” from these
pledges paid weekly leaped ahead of the pew rent
by $600, and in 1917 the envelope fund stood at
approximately $4,000 as compared to $3,000
received from pew rent. At the annual meeting
February 7,1917, after an elaborate survey had
been made of the 102 members then paying pew
rent, the congregation voted to abolish the practice
and since then most revenue and income came
from subscriptions paid in the weekly envelopes.

Adult Mental Health First Aid –
Building Stronger Communities
Together
Saturday, March 4th, 2023 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Lunch Included
First Presbyterian Church in partnership with Abbe
Center for Community Health is happy to announce
the offering of Mental Health First Aid (MHFA)* on
Saturday, March 4th. We encourage members of
our church community, especially those who help
with SEMP, to join us for this training.
You will learn skills that will help you in all of life.
This training is comparable to learning first aid for
physical health, but instead will focus on mental
health. MHFA teaches you: signs of addictions and
mental illnesses, 5-step action plan to assess a
situation and help, impact of mental and substance
abuse disorders, local resources and where to turn
for help. This program has been developed by the
National Council for Behavioral Health. Further
information can be found on their website at
www.MentalHealthFirstAid.org.
This will be a hope-filled training, focused on
getting better and using strengths to stay well.
First Presbyterian Church will be offering lunch to
participants. Please let Stasia@fpccr.org know if you
are interested in helping to supply, prepare, or
serve the meal.
Registration opens on Friday, February 10th. On or
after February 10th, please email name, email, and
phone number to Karen Randklev
(karen.randklev@unitypoint.org) to register.
*This training consists of brief online pre work, post
work, and an evaluation in addition to the 8 hour
in-person training. The prework, post work, and
evaluation combined will take approximately 10
minutes to complete. All pre work must be
completed prior to in-person training. Additional
information about logging into the Mental Health
First Aid system and completing these online items
will be sent via email upon successful registration
for the training.

The Lenten season (Feb. 22 – Apr. 9) is just around
the corner, which means it is time to begin thinking
again about small groups. This year we will offer a
selection of five studies for participants to choose
from and then based upon your selection and your
availability, we will connect you to a small group.
Below you will find a list of resources for this year’s
Lenten study. Take some time to explore these
resources and maybe even find a friend who would
be willing to sign up with you for the same study.
If you and a friend would be interested in co-
facilitating/hosting a small group, we are looking
for leaders now. Our plan is to announce the small
groups in time for the February newsletter. Please
let Pastor Heather or Stasia (Stasia@fpccr.org) know
of your interest.
Music in Worship (DVD)
“Singing the Unsung” with John Bell is a video
series inviting participants to think deeply about
the role of music in the corporate worship of God.
Several songs, both new and old will be introduced
as we explore why we sing, what we sing, how we
sing, and what singing has to do with the gospel
and the global church. To learn more, visit: https://
livingthequestions.com/product/singing-the-
unsung/.
Christian Theology (Insight)
“Book of Confessions: Study Edition,” the 2017
edition. The creeds, catechisms, and confessional
statements of the Presbyterian Church (USA) tell us
something about who we are, where we have come
from, and what we believe. Join Pastor Heather
Hayes and retired pastor Jim Stewart, as we learn
about these statements of faith, their history, and
what they might mean for us today.

Spiritual Practices & Christian Formation (book)
“Soul Feast: An Invitation to the Christian Spiritual
Life” by Marjorie J. Thompson. Thompson artfully
introduces the reader to eight spiritual exercises,
while giving specific examples of how to put them
into practice. Spiritual practices include: Bible
reading, prayer, corporate worship, fasting, self-
examination, hospitality, Sabbath-keeping, and
developing a rule of life. (We will be using the 2014
Newly Revised Edition.)
Racism Truth and Reconciliation (book)
“The Color of Compromise” by Jemar Tisby

Both enlightening and compelling, telling a history
we either ignore or just don't know. Equal parts
painful and inspirational, it details how the
American church has helped create and maintain
racist ideas and practices. You will be guided in
thinking through concrete solutions for improved
race relations and a racially inclusive church.
Hunger, Poverty, and Reform (book)
“Same Kind of Different as Me” by Ron Hall &
Denver Moore
A tale told in two unique voices, Same Kind of
Different as Me weaves two completely different
life experiences into one common journey. Explore
the experience of poverty through one man's life
story. More descriptive than proscriptive, readers
are invited to reflect on their own assumptions and
connections with others.



How does the Christian message and its works
stay relevant as society and institutions

continuously change?
How does the Christian message adapt to and
how is it influenced by new communication

technologies?

2/5
Impact of Media & TV on Christianity Today

Kayti Lausch, Coe Film Studies

2/12
Impact of Religious Art and

Church Architecture on Christianity Today
Doug Knutson, Artist & Karen Godecke,

Liturgical Artist

2/19
Impact of Music on Christianity Today

Fred Kiser, First Presbyterian Director of Music

Session Notes
Pastor Heather opened the meeting with devotions
centered on a recent change in the church’s
participation with the Linn Co. Food Bank
following the flooding of our facilities. Church
members are participating as greeters to those
using Food Bank services in the “Month of Love,”
treating them not as clients, but as neighbors.
Rather than having people wait outside in the cold
weather, greeters have been able to sit with them at
tables in the gathering space and have
conversations. For example, Cindy Monroe, a
retired school principal, visited with the mother of
a child on the autism spectrum and was able to
connect her to resources. This will allow us to
reach another level of ministry – not just as
“providers” but as friends. Pastor Heather
concluded with a prayer of thanks for the privilege
of being God’s people and connecting us to others.
BUSINESS FROM THE CLERK: The Annual
Meeting of the Congregation will be convened
February 5, 2023, with prior notification in News
&Views and the 1/29/2023 Sunday bulletin.
FINANCIAL REPORTS: The balance sheet shows
actual revenue at year-end of $620,000. Building-
use income was larger than expected, with a
$5,000 gift from the Linn Co. Food Bank. Utilities
showed a $15,000 rate increase (up 33%, for
which some funding had been budgeted). Repairs
and maintenance expenses were up 25% due to
outside services; this was mitigated somewhat by
not having paid maintenance staff at this time.
HVAC repairs included a disputed $16,000 invoice
from Modern Piping, who agreed to write off half
the amount for work which had been done several
years ago.
Motion made by the Finance Committee and
carried to receive the December Financial Report.

MOTION: The Endowment and Memorial
Committee moves that memorial gifts for Moe
Richardson totaling $1,160 be re-directed from a
specific Washington High School needy family to
general use for needy families. At the discretion of
Pastor Heather, the funds will be added either to
the Deacon’s Fund or to a new or existing Pastor’s
Discretionary Fund for the Needy. Motion made by
Committee and carried.
MOTION: The Administrative Commission moves
that we adopt the revised Employee Handbook to

go into effect February 1, 2023. The Handbook will
be shared with all employees individually. A
question was raised re church staff and firearms, as
well as employee compliance with public health
guidelines and FPC policies. Motion made,
seconded and carried to table the Commission’s
motion and ask for a revised version.
MOTION: To approve purchase of a warming oven
for use in the “temporary kitchen” and to be
incorporated into the new kitchen layout.
Approximate cost: under $2,000. Motion made,
seconded and carried.
COMMISSION CHECK-IN:
Administrative Commission: Recent flooding issues
and action to be taken dominated meeting
discussion. A task force was planned to evaluate
and recommend recovery measures. Decisions
already made to keep SEMP and the Food Bank
operating were reported.
PASTOR’S REPORT: Pastor Heather has been
installed as Vice-Moderator of Presbytery of East
Iowa and next year will serve as Moderator. She is
also serving this year as President of the Matthew 25
board. Stasia Fine will preach in Pastor Heather’s
absence Jan. 29.
Regarding a “return to normal”, Pastor Heather
reported that tear-out has been completed and
there will be a meeting with insurance adjustors this
week. FPC’s contractor, Rinderknecht, reports
requiring at least 6 months for the main floor
reconstruction; basement rewiring, pipes, carpeting
and ceiling tiles will take less time. Air scrubbers
are still operating and mold issues are being
addressed. Some water invaded the gathering space
and a specialist will test for any mold or bacteria
and if any measures would need to be addressed
with insurance.
Pastor Heather noted that this was the last meeting
for Class of 2023 elders Lynda Barrow, Marty
Brown, Sue Goettel, Heidi Kiser and Connie
Richardson and expressed appreciation for their
dedication and service.
A motion was made, seconded and approved to
adjourn at 8:20 p.m. Pastor Heather closed with a
prayer of thanks to God for calling us to be the
church and serve others.

Respectfully submitted,
Betsy Caszatt Rev. Heather Hayes

Allen-Lincoln-Douglass
Sneaker Ball
February 12th, 4-6pm
At Unity Church 3791 Blairs Ferry Rd NE
Bethel ÂME, Unity Church, and First Presbyterian
are joining together to host the annual Allen-
Lincoln-Douglass event. This year it is a banquet
with a twist, as you are invited to come dressed up
in your finery…but with your sneakers on! The
Sneaker Ball will feature finger foods and desserts,
a photo booth, and DJ for all those who want to cut
a rug. Tickets are $60 and are available through
Pastor Heather. Proceeds support the outreach
ministries of Bethel ÂME. Come have fun at this
joint congregational effort.

If you can be a host for Fellowship please
sign up through our website or email

stormy@fpccr.org.

Parent Game Night & Conversation
On Wednesdays from 6 to 6:40 p.m., we will be
offering an opportunity for parents to gather, play
board & card games, and to chat about life.We will
meet in the entrance and then go either to the
Gathering Space or the Adult Lounge to hang out.
No RSVP needed.



BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIESWednesday Feb 1
6:00 pm Agape Kids
6:00 pm Bell Choir Rehearsal
6:00 pm Middle School Youth
6:00 pm Parent Support Group
7:00 pm Chancel Choir
Rehearsal
7:00 pmYouth Dinner
7:30 pm High School Youth

Thursday Feb 2
7pm Adult Ed Meeting

Saturday Feb 4
9:00 am Commission Retreat

Sunday Feb 5
Communion Sunday
Fill the Cart for Food Bank
9:00 Insight
9:00 Faith 5
10:00 Worship & LiveStream
11:00 am Fellowship
2:30 pm SEMP Prep
3:30 pm SEMP Dishwasher
4:00 pm SEMP Dining Room
4:00 pm SEMP Host
4:15 pm SEMP Greeter & Guide

Tuesday Feb 7
5:30 pm Discipleship Meeting

Wednesday Feb 8
6:00 pm Agape Kids
6:00 pm Bell Choir Rehearsal
6:00 pm Parent Support Group
7:00 pm Chancel Choir
Rehearsal
7:00 pmYouth Dinner
7:30 pm High School Youth

Thursday Feb 9
1:00 pmWomen’s Bible Study

Sunday Feb 12
Annual Meeting
9:00 Insight
9:00 Nursery
9:00 Bible Explorers
9:00 - 11:00 Nursery
10:00 Worship & LiveStream
10:15 - 11:00 Children's Sunday
School
11:00 am Fellowship
1:00 pm CPR-AED Training
2:30 pm SEMP prep
3:30 pm SEMP Dishwasher
4:00 pm SEMP Dining Room
4:00 pm SEMP Host
4:15 pm SEMP Greeter & Guide

Tuesday Feb 14
5:30 pm Deacons Meeting
7:00 pm Care Commission

Wednesday Feb 15
6:00 pm Agape Kids
6:00 pm Bell Choir Rehearsal
6:00 pm Middle School Youth
6:00 pm Parent Support Group
7:00 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal
7:00 pmYouth Dinner
7:30 pm High School Youth

Sunday Feb 19
9:00 Insight
9:00 Nursery
9:00 Bible Explorers
9:00 - 11:00 Nursery
10:00 Worship & LiveStream
10:15 - 11:00 Children's Sunday
School
11:00 am Fellowship
2:30 pm SEMP prep
3:30 pm SEMP Dishwasher
4:00 pm SEMP Dining Room
4:00 pm SEMP Host
4:15 pm SEMP Greeter & Guide

Monday Feb 20
5:30 pm Administrative
Commission
6:30 pm Evening Book Group

Wednesday Feb 22
6:00 pm Agape Kids
6:00 pm Bell Choir Rehearsal
6:00 pm Middle School Youth
6:30 pm Ash Wednesday
7:15 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal
7:00 pmYouth Dinner
7:30 pm High School Youth

Thursday Feb 23
1:00 pmWomen’s Bible Study

Saturday Feb 25
7 pm Red Cedar Concert

Sunday Feb 26
9:00 Insight
9:00 Nursery
9:00 Bible Explorers
9:00 - 11:00 Nursery
10:00 Worship & LiveStream
10:15 - 11:00 Children's Sunday
School
11:00 am Fellowship
2:30 pm SEMP prep
3:30 pm SEMP Dishwasher
4:00 pm SEMP Dining Room
4:00 pm SEMP Host
4:15 pm SEMP Greeter & Guide

Tuesday Feb 28
5:30 pm Proclamation
Commission
7:00 pm Session

We have all seen firsthand the shocking number of
trees lost during the derecho of 2020. Many of
those trees were 150 to 200-year-old giants that
made Cedar Rapids a unique 'Tree City USA'.
Locally, the Monarch Research Project has been
partnering with area business in a coordinated
replanting effort, and now they are reaching out to
non-profits and religious groups as they look to hit
their 150,000 trees planted goal. First Presbyterian
is excited to be one of their invited partners.
This spring, any member or friend of First
Presbyterian who would like to participate may
receive up to 3 trees from the partnership.
Generous private donors have covered the cost of
trees. Participants “plant it forward” by learning
more about the need for native trees, then selecting
trees from the native species list provided, and by
volunteering to plant these trees in a derecho-

Planting Forward
First Presbyterian & the Monarch Research Project

damaged private yard or area. If your yard did
not sustain tree damage in the derecho, or you
do not have a yard, you can donate “your” trees
to someone in Linn County who does need trees.
Pastor Heather has full details on the program,
list of trees available, and learning links. The
order window for trees opens Feb. 13 at 7:00 am
and will close Mar. 06th at 5:00 pm.

2/ 2 Irene Hamous
2/ 2 Jayne Peremsky
2/ 3 Dick Harman
2/ 5 Sarah Keuseman
2/ 5 Rachel Nelson
2/ 5 Chris Tyler
2/ 6 Larry Simon
2/ 6 Ben Wilding
2/ 7 Harold Brown
2/ 7 Todd Kiser
2/ 7 Sheryl Smiley
2/ 8 Audrey Bradford
2/ 8 Barb McInally
2/ 10 Cynthia Burdakin
2/ 10 Calum Mollman
2/ 11 Jim Klinger
2/ 11 Sue Latham
2/ 12 Ian Fischer

2/ 12 Phil Thompson
2/ 14 Boyd Balvanz
2/ 15 Brian Courtright
2/ 15 John Cummings
2/ 15 Steve Kossayian
2/16 Sonya Astor
2/ 16 Scott Fine
2/ 17 Stephanie Wagor
2/ 19 Crete Bobenhouse
2/ 19 Jim Powers
2/ 20 Joseph Kettelkamp
2/ 20 Merlin Osborn
2/ 20 Carol Wickey
2/ 23 Annette Zimmerman
2/ 24 Sara Sorensen
2/ 27 Mackenzie Hayes
2/ 28 Gloria Klinger
2/ 29 Martha Wilding

2/9/1963 Carolyn & David Horton
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