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A Christmas Pageant that includes
you!
What is Christmas at church without the children’s
nativity? This year, we are inviting the whole
congregation to step back into their old memories
and/or create new memories of this cherished
tradition by participating in the nativity themselves.
On Sunday morning, December 17th, as you arrive
in the Gathering Space you will be invited to take
a piece of a nativity costume – perhaps angel
wings, a lamb ear headband, or the clothing of a
townsperson – to wear into worship. Then during
the Christmas pageant, you will be invited to the
chancel to participate in its telling. If interested in
helping behind the scenes to create this pageant,
please contact Stasia@fpccr.org.

Blue Christmas Service
December 19 @ 7pm
During the holiday season, we often hear the voice
of Andy Williams singing "It's the most wonderful
time of the year." And yet, for many who are
experiencing grief, illness, or personal challenges,
Christmas is especially difficult. For those who
struggle during the Christmas season, for whatever
reason, we encourage you to attend Blue
Christmas, a service of wholeness and healing, on
Tuesday, Dec. 19, at 7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary.
Light refreshments will be available following the
service. Please invite any friends or family
members that you know are facing difficult
circumstances. May they and we take comfort in
the words from Isaiah 53: "Surely he has borne our
griefs and carried our sorrows."Hanging of the Greens

December 3rd - Worship & following
Join us the first Sunday in December for the
Hanging of the Greens as we prepare our worship
and fellowship spaces for the Advent and
Christmas seasons. In this special worship service
we will learn more about the symbols of Advent as
the decorations are placed around us. Then linger
after church to help trim one of the FPC trees or
take a moment to add your creative touch to our
Advent banner. This is sure to be a joyful start to the
holiday season.

SEMP – Volunteer Teams Needed
Would you and your family, friends, or co-workers
consider serving the meal at SEMP on Sunday,
December 24th, December 31st, or January 7th?
First Presbyterian is signed up to provide the
volunteers for December 31st (every 5th Sunday)
and we are still looking for teams to claim Dec.
24th and Jan. 7th. Your assistance and support
would be much appreciated!
To volunteer, sign up at https://fpccr.org/sunday-
evening-meal-program/ or call Stasia at
319-804-5785.

Prepare Your Hearts
Advent Devotionals for All Ages
In the midst of the December holiday bustle it can
be easy to feel overwhelmed and scattered. To help
you find your peace and center yourself on the true
gift of Jesus this season, First Pres has a few different
advent devotional options that you can pick up at
church in the Gathering Space or access online.
~How Does a Weary World Rejoice? This booklet
devotional includes art, reflections, poetry, and
journaling prompts all connected with our Advent
theme.
-Adult/Youth Advent Calendar: This single sheet has
a daily thought, activity, or question to help you
center yourself each day on the gift of Christ's
presence in your life and the treasure of
relationships with others.
~Children's Advent Calendar: Full of activities and
discussion prompts for families who are seeking to
find a home for faith amidst the parties and
presents.
~Advent Online: Check out our daily prompts
online by following us on the church's Facebook
page facebook.com/FirstPresCedarRapids or
Instagram feed instagram.com/firstprescr/



9:00 AM SUNDAY MORNINGS
WERNIMONT ROOM

LOWER LEVEL

The FPC Book Group We invite all
interested readers to join us December 4th at 6:30
pm when we will discuss American by Day, by
Derek Miller. In this mystery, a Norwegian
investigator comes to upstate New York to find her
missing brother, who is the person of interest in the
death of his lover. Important issues of racial/
cultural tensions and their implications in police
work are interspersed with comedy as Sigrid
maneuvers around the local law enforcement.
RSVP to hostess Gisela Steffe (319-775-7498, or
giselasteffe@msn.com), 1225 13th St NW #302.
We look forward to having you join our discussion.

RiverBend Bronze Handbell Ensemble  
Christmas Concerts 

Friday, December 1, 7:00pm 
Saturday, December 2, 2:00pm 

Saint John’s United Methodist Church 
109 E 14th Street, Davenport, Iowa 

 
December 9, 3:00pm 

Saint Paul’s United Methodist Church 
1340 3rd Avenue SE, Cedar Rapids, Iowa 

             Admission is free. 
Free will offering received. 

Advent Vespers & Christmas by
Candlelight
Washington High School Madrigal Singers will
present their Vespers Service at First Pres.
Please plan to attend as we support our youth and
the arts in our community. Their holiday music will
be a gift to us all. Afterwards, sweets and
beverages will be provided in the Gathering Space
(Fellowship Hall, if available).
Those who can contribute, please make 3 dozen
“finger food” desserts for our guests and members
to enjoy. These may be dropped off at church any
time from Dec. 1 – Dec. 15 and given to Stormy to
store for the event. Questions? Contact Martha
Booth at 319 382-4564 (call or text) or
martha.booth611@gmail.com.

12/03/23
Why and How Have Religions Developed

David Nordmann, Coe History

12/10/23
How Do Religions Differ? How Are They Similar?

David Nordmann, Coe History

Insight will take a break and will return January 7th

with a new series: Christ and Culture. The series
will kick off with 5 classes from Gary Connors-

Boe, Former Lutheran pastor

MahjongWednesdays
Did you know that First Pres. has a Chinese
Mahjong Group that meets every Wednesday
afternoon? Six to eight people come together for a
couple of hours of fun and fellowship. If you think
you might be interested in learning how to play this
ancient game (this is not the American version) or
want something new to help pass the long winter
days join us for an Introductory Mahjong Session,
Wednesday, Nov. 8, 1:00pm. We will go over the
basics of Mahjong and then see the game in action
as the regulars begin play at 2:00. So materials can
be prepared please contact Karen Carver at
karencarver45@gmail.com to register your interest.

Star Tree
thanks you!

Because of your
gifts we were

able to help 73
young adults
have a Merry

Christmas!



FRIDAY, DECEMBER 1
11:45 AM - 1:00 PM

ST. PAUL'S UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
1340 3RD AVE SE, CEDAR RAPIDS

PRESENTER: ROBIN CLARK-BENNETT
DIRECTOR, UNIVERSITY OF IOWA LABOR

CENTER

LABOR ABUSE DOES EXIST IN IOWA
Yes, there really are instances of labor abuse in
various industries in Iowa with disproportionate
impact on immigrant communities and children –
including labor trafficking. Our state’s history
provides many examples and there has been a
recent uptick in violations as well. Adding insult to
injury, the Iowa Legislature passed a law during the
2023 legislative session that has many negative
implications. Join us for Intersections in-person or
online to learn more about the labor abuses in Iowa
and how you might use your voice to make a
difference.
About our presenter: Robin Clark-Bennett is
Director of the University of Iowa Labor Center.
With over 30 years of experience as a labor
organizer and educator, she teaches classes for
working Iowans on basic labor and employment
rights, labor-related policy topics, and leadership
skills for worker-led organizations.
There are three ways to attend Intersections.
Registration is required for all three- you can find
them here:
https://www.interfaithallianceiowa.org/get-
involved/intersections

Christmas Joy Offering
Each year during the Advent and Christmas season,
we turn our eyes to Bethlehem and celebrate the
wondrous gift of Jesus Christ, our Savior.

God has blessed the Church with incredible
leadership in every time and place, but those
leaders often need to be supported by their
communities as well. The Joy Offering addresses
the support needed by some of our leaders,
including supporting leadership development for
communities of color, and providing support for
Presbyterian church workers in their time of need.

The Christmas Joy Offering has been a cherished
Presbyterian tradition since the 1930s. The
Offering distributes gifts equally to the Assistance
Program of the Board of Pensions and to
Presbyterian-related schools and colleges
equipping communities of color. The Assistance
Program provides critical financial support to
church workers and their families. Presbyterian-
related schools and colleges provide education
and leadership development while nurturing racial
and ethnic heritage. This has been a Presbyterian
commitment for nearly 140 years.

We will be receiving this special offering on
December 24

Making plans for Christmas Eve?
If you will be here Christmas Eve and plan on
attending any of the services on that day (10 am,
6pm or 11pm) and would be able to usher or greet
then please let us know! The deacons are looking
for people to usher and greet for all services on that
day. If you are able to greet or usher please reach
out to Selma Brigham or Pastor Heather.

Sermons for December
How Does a Weary World Rejoice?

December 3
First Sunday of Advent

How Does A Weary World Rejoice?
Luke 1:1-23, Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19

As Advent begins, we start by acknowledging the
weariness, grief, and hopelessness we carry—and
we also affirm that we are made for joy. Joy is
designed to live in a full house of other emotions.We
start the season with Zechariah and Elizabeth; they
have battled infertility and have lived many years
steadfast in their faith. Perhaps they feel the weight
of hopes and dreams unattained. The angel comes to
Zechariah with a promise of good news, but
Zechariah can’t fully receive it. Sometimes weariness
can harden us and prevent us from living fully.
We’ve had hard journeys with sadness, grief and
disappointment as part of our days. This is how we
show up to Advent and this is where God meets us.

December 10
Second Sunday of Advent

Joy in Connection
Luke 1:24-45, Isaiah 40:1-11

In community, our joy expands. When we can’t
rejoice, we can carry each other’s joy. That is what
Elizabeth and Mary do for each other. The good news
begins to take shape for Elizabeth, but scripture tells
us that she stays secluded, hiding her pregnancy
from others—that is, until Mary arrives at her door,
also pregnant. Perhaps Mary’s arrival is the moment
that changes everything for Elizabeth, for in that
moment, her child leaps in her womb and she is
filled with the Spirit. She can’t help but to rejoice.
Through the prophet Isaiah, we hear God speak
tender words of comfort; this is the comfort we can
give to and receive from each other during this
season.

December 17
Third Sunday of Advent

Joy in Amazement & Wonder
Children’s Christmas Pageant
Luke 1:57-66, Psalm 126

After Elizabeth gives birth, her neighbors and family
celebrate with her. When it comes time to name the
child, Zechariah affirms the name given by the angel
and by Elizabeth. In that moment of affirming the
promise, Zechariah’s speech is restored. Everyone is
filled with awe. How often do you allow yourself to
be amazed? Wonder is all around us—can we
recognize it? As we learn how to rejoice in a weary
world, can we live in a way that allows amazement
and wonder to surprise us often? In Psalm 126, those
who expect to reap tears are granted a surprise:
shouts of joy.

December 24
Fourth Sunday of Advent
We Sing Stories of Hope

Luke 1:46-55, Luke 1:67-80
As soon as Zechariah’s voice returns, his first words are
gratitude and blessing. He sings a story of praise for
God’s protection and promise, and then he showers a
blessing on his newborn son. He sings a story of hope.
After Elizabeth proclaims blessings upon Mary, Mary
sings: “My soul magnifies God; my spirit rejoices in
God.” Mary sings about a God of liberation who pulls
the powerful from their thrones and lifts up the lowly.
Mary sings a story of hope, one in which justice and joy
are interwoven. As we prepare to celebrate Christ’s
birth, may we also sing stories of hope, justice, and joy.

December 24
Christmas Eve

Luke 2:1-20 (and other traditional scriptures)
We Draw the Circle Wide

Luke’s Gospel tells us that when Mary gives birth to
Jesus, she lays him in a manger, for there was no place
for them in the guest room. Scholars argue about where,
exactly, the birth occurs—and why.Was it in a stable or
the living room of a simple peasant home? Was
Bethlehem teeming with visitors who were also there to
be counted in the census? Was Joseph’s family
inhospitable because they disapproved of his marital
situation? Regardless of where the birth occurs, we
know that Christ is born in a crowded, unlikely place.
And yet, God makes a place here anyway. God draws
the circle wider as shepherds and unexpected guests
arrive. This Christmas, let us also make room—for
strangers and neighbors alike. For this is good news of
great joy for all people.

December 31
First Sunday of Christmas

We Root Ourselves in Ritual
Luke 2:21-38

After eight days have passed, Mary and Joseph
circumcise their child and give him the name Jesus.
They return to the temple in Jerusalem to enact the
sacred birth rituals of their culture and tradition. While
they are doing what is customary, the unexpected
occurs. A man named Simeon is led by the Spirit into
the temple to proclaim Jesus as the “light of revelation.”
Then, a prophet named Anna suddenly approaches
them; she praises God and speaks about Jesus to
everyone longing for redemption. Rituals mark sacred
turning points in our lives. They can help us make
meaning of celebrations, losses, and transitions. How
do our sacred rituals root us and help us live into new
chapters with courage?



Youth Activities & Events
As we end out the year, I have several events
planned for the students. First on December 6th,
the middle school students will be looking at the
Christmas story as the students are reminded of
their importance as we examine the humble
arrival of Jesus. The high school students will be
discussing the Giving Spirit of Christmas, as we
examine the importance of giving and to remind
them that the greatest gift has already been given
to them, Jesus.
On Friday-Saturday, December 8-9 from 7 PM to
7 AM we will be hosting our combined Lock-In at
the church. Students are encouraged to bring
friends. Parents if you are able to provide food and
refreshments for the night that would be amazing.
Also, if there is anyone available to help me for the
night, that would be appreciated. Or if there are a
few of you who want to come for a a few hours
throughout the course of the event, that would also
be helpful. Students can be picked up at 7 AM
Saturday Morning December 9th at church.
On Wednesday December 13th, the theme for
each age group will be The Twelve Words of
Christmas. We will listen, see, & hear the greatest
story ever told. Unseen, but yet long awaited was
the voice of God breaking through the darkness
and hundreds of years of silence with the cry of a
baby. The gift of God.
On December 20th, from 6-8:30 PM we will be
meeting for our Christmas Party which is being
hosted by Pastor Heather at her home. We will be
decorating and enjoying Christmas cookies and
will also be participating in a White Elephant Gift
Exchange. So be looking for something you need
to get rid of from home and wrap it to bring to the
party. Also, I am in need of a parent or parents
who would provide food for our party on
December 20th. If you are able to do that, please
let me know as soon as possible.
Calendar:
December 6th: 6-7 PM
Middle school students-Christmas Story: The
Small Things
December 6th: 7:30-8:30 PM
High school students-The Giving Spirit of
Christmas

December 8-9, 7 pm-7 AM
Combined lock-in for middle and high school
students
December 13th: 6-7 PM
Middle school students-The Twelve Words of
Christmas
December 13th: 7:30-8:30 PM
High school students-The Twelve Words of
Christmas
December 20, 6-8:30 PM
Christmas Party hosted by Pastor Heather at her
home
December 8-9, 7 pm-7 AM
Combined lock-in for middle and high school
students
December 13th: 6-7 PM
Middle school students-The Twelve Words of
Christmas
December 13th: 7:30-8:30 PM
High school students-The Twelve Words of
Christmas
December 20, 6-8:30 PM
Christmas Party hosted by Pastor Heather at her
home

Born Into a Messy World
When it comes to the Christmas story, it was a
messy plan designed by God to bring his Son into
this world. But where does God send His Son, the
King of Kings, Lord of Lords? To a barn, a stable.
Certainly no place fit for a king. However, Jesus was
no ordinary king. When I say it was messy, that is
what a barn is. Full of animals and animal stuff. A
place so lowly for humans, much less a place for
the King of Kings to be born.
Jesus was born in a barn, born into a messy place,
the world. He did so because the shepherd was
coming to take care of the sheep, preparing a way
home for them. An angel appeared in the field to
the shepherds saying, "This will be a sign to you,
you will find the babe wrapped in cloths and laying
in a manger. But really, what was the sign?
Perhaps it was a sign to signify that Jesus was
available to each of us. A sign that the God who
owns the cattle on a thousand hills, can relate to a
homeless person. Because Jesus really never had a
home, never actually had a place to rest his head.
It was actually a sign for us.
The Apostle Paul instructs us that we should have
the same attitude as Christ Jesus, although he was
the very nature of God, did not consider equality
with God to be grasped, but that he made himself
to be nothing. He became a human servant and
was made in human likeness.
Being a servant is messy and Jesus set an incredible
example for us. He got on his knees and washed
feet; he was the God of the universe who was laid
in a manger, in a feeding trough of all places. Why
was he born into such a messy place? Because he
was following a messy plan.
That first Christmas was dirty, it was grimy, it was
filthy, but thank God that it was. Because without
it, what a mess our lives would be in.
May peace wrap its arms around you,
may your heart be filled with wonder,
may you and your family be filled with happiness
and joy.
Wishing you a very blessed and Merry Christmas.
Stan Letscher
Director of Youth Ministry

Children & Adults
Christmas Pageant
You are invited to PARTICIPATE in this year’s
Christmas pageant! Join us on Sunday, December
17th at 10 a.m. We will have animal, angel,
townspeople, and shepherd costumes for you to
choose from to wear (or wear a nativity themed
costume from home). During worship, our 3rd – 5th
graders will be sharing the Christmas story with us
and inviting us to come forward to add ourselves to
the nativity scene.
Music practice for children will take place from 11
to 11:15 a.m on Sunday, December 3rd and again
following the worship service on Sunday,
December 10th in the sanctuary. The children will
be sharing the song “Away in a Manger” with us
during the pageant.
3rd - 5th graders will practice their reading parts
during Sunday School on Sunday, December 10th.
Any questions, contact Stasia Fine.

Estate gift inspires kitchen
renovation
Renovation of the church’s kitchen renovation had
been identified as a necessary project at least a
decade ago, but had been postponed several
times. When the pipe burst in the out-of-
commission kitchenette on Christmas Day last
year, the flooding that occurred gave the church
the opportunity to address the kitchen project
while rebuilding the other damaged areas in that
area of the building.

The insurance proceeds that applied to the ruined
lower level, fellowship hall, parlor, library,
archives, and church offices, did not cover the
kitchen. However, an estate gift made by Kolene
Dill in 2016 inspired confidence that the
uncovered expense for the kitchen could be met.

Kolene was welcomed into
membership at 1st Pres in 1987,
having moved to Cedar Rapids
from Virginia. A widow, Kolene
had been born and raised in
Iowa, but had lived in Virgina
after her marriage. Sue Goettel
recalls Kolene in the kitchen
regularly, serving for funerals,

dinners, fellowship, and monthly for Sunday
evening meals with the Golden K’s Kiwanis Club.

Kolene was a Meth-Wick resident in 2016 when
she died at age 97. She thoughtfully and joyfully
included a gift in her estate for kitchen renovation,
which has been invested since that time in the
church’s endowment. Generous gifts from other
members, and memorials for Eric Stark, have also
made this project possible. With Kolene’s legacy
gift as a start, and confidence that members would
join together to support this part of our life
together, 1st Pres’ ministries from our kitchen will
commence in the new year



BIRTHDAYS

ANNIVERSARIES

Friday December 1
12:30 pm Food Bank Hospitality

Sunday December 3
Communion Sunday
Hanging of the Greens
Fill the Cart for Food Bank
9:00 am Insight

Nursery
Wired Word Discussion

10:00 Worship & LiveStream
& Hanging of the Greens
11:00 am Fellowship
11:00 Children’s Pageant Rehearsal
2:00 SEMP Prep
3:30 SEMP set up,hand out,clean
4:15 SEMP Greeter & Guide

Monday December 4
12:30 pm Food Bank Hospitality
6:30 pm Evening Book Group

Tuesday December 5
5:30 pm Discipleship Meeting

Wednesday December 6
12:30 pm Food Bank Hospitality
2:00 pm Mahjong
*Wednesday Night Schedule

Thursday December 7
12:00 pm Lunch & Learn

Friday December 8
12:30 pm Food Bank Hospitality
7:00 pm Senior High Lock In

Sunday December 10
Jazz Sunday
9:00 am Insight

Nursery
Wired Word Discussion

10:00 Worship & LiveStream
10:15 am Sunday School
11:00 am Fellowship
11:00 Children’s Pageant Rehearsal
2:00 SEMP Prep
3:30 SEMP set up,hand out,clean
4:15 SEMP Greeter & Guide

Monday December 11
12:30 pm Food Bank Hospitality

Tuesday December 12
5:00 pm Deacons Meeting at
Pastor Heather’s
6:30pm Care Commission
Meeting

Wednesday December 13
12:30 pm Food Bank Hospitality
2:00 pm Mahjong
*Wednesday Night Schedule

Thursday December 14
12:00 pm Lunch & Learn

6:00 pm Session at Pastor
Heather’s

Friday December 15
12:30 pm Food Bank Hospitality
6:00 pmWashington Madrigals
Vespers

Sunday December 17
9:00 am Nursery

Wired Word Discussion
10:00 Worship & LiveStream
10:15 am Sunday School
11:00 am Fellowship
2:00 SEMP Prep
3:30 SEMP set up,hand out,clean
4:15 SEMP Greeter & Guide

Monday December 18
5:30 pm Administrative
Commission
6:30 pm Evening Book Group

Tuesday December 19
7:00 pm Blue Christmas Service

Wednesday December 20
6:00 pmYouth Christmas Party @
Pastor Heather’s

Thursday December 21
Lunch & Learn
Sunday December 24
Christmas Eve
10:00 Worship & LiveStream
2:00 SEMP Prep
3:30 SEMP set up,hand out,clean
4:15 SEMP Greeter & Guide
6:00 pm Christmas Eve Service
11:00 pm Christmas Eve Service

Monday December 25
Merry Christmas!
Church office closed

Wednesday December 27
2:00 pm Mahjong
*Wednesday Night Schedule

Thursday December 28
Lunch & Learn

Friday December 29
12:30 pm Food Bank Hospitality

Sunday December 31
9:00 am Nursery

Wired Word Discussion
10:00 Worship & LiveStream
10:15 am Sunday School
11:00 am Fellowship
2:00 SEMP Prep
3:30 SEMP set up,hand out,clean
4:15 SEMP Greeter & Guide

Wednesday Night Schedule
6:00-7:00 Agape Kids (3-5th grade)

Middle School Youth (6-8th grade)
Bell Choir

7:00-7:30 Dinner served
7:00-8:00 Confirmation Class (7-8th grade)
7:00-8:30 Chancel Choir
7:30-8:30 High School Youth

Fellowship Hosts

12/1 Dick Freeman
12/1 Pam Reynolds
12/2 Steven Greenlee
12/2 DomWells
12/4 Molly Engels
12/5 Darlene Elbert
12/5 Julie Vanous
12/6 Rory Colbert
12/6 Amelia Denning
12/6 Mia Frese
12/6 Ron Olson
12/6 Sue Olson
12/7 Fred Kiser
12/7 Susan Swain
12/10 Judy Patterson

12/10 John Witt
12/11 Harper Wesbrook
12/14 Dave Knutson
12/14 Jake Wilding
12/15 James Davies
12/16 Todd Shields
12/17 Lloyd Baird
12/17 Aiden Evans
12/18 Adjo Obessou
12/19 Nancy Shirk
12/20 Juliet Saltmarsh
12/20 Scarlett Saltmarsh
12/20 Greg Smith
12/21 Koffi Apely
12/21 Bonnie Martin
12/23 Mary Ann Barry

12/23 Marilynn Musker
12/25 Jette Bounds
12/25 Holly Rasmussen
12/26 DeEtta Andersen
12/27 Chuck Davis
12/27 Karen Humbert
12/27 Catherine Mawusi
12/29 Gloria Walko
12/29 Jaime Weldon
12/30 Kathy Gregory-Fiala
12/31 Ann Balvanz
12/31 Yawa Defly

12/5/1987 Tricia Bowen & Darrel Wrider
12/5/1998 Ann & Bob Schley
12/10/1977 Brent & Julie Hagerman
12/27/2014 Komlan Ayewu & Adjo Obessou
12/27/2002 Katie & Ryan Buresh
12/28/1988 Bob Naujoks & Sharon Reilly
12/28/2002 Kristen & Kyle Wilcox

12/29/1971 Denny & Karla Goettel
12/29/2013 Don & Julie Vanous
12/30/1991 Bill & Jill Ryder
12/31/2010 Elizabeth & Matt Mitchell

Dec. 3rd
Kristen Wilcox & Mary Ann Kucera

Dec. 10th
Shari Stewart & Darlene Elbert

Dec. 17th
Lynda Barrow & Darrel Wrider

Dec. 24th
NEED HOST

Dec. 31st
No Fellowship
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